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PRE FACE. 


\EVOUT exerciſes of the mind on 
the perfections, providence, ' and 
grace of Gop, and the obligations we 
are under to piety: and virtue, have been 

the buſineſs and pleaſure of good men in 
all ages of the world. And our own 
hearts will tell us, that nothing can be 
more becoming dur rational nature, than 
a reverent attention to ſubjects of ſuch 
infinite excellence in themſelves and 
importance to us. Gow is the” Father 
of our Spirits, the BEixe in whom we 
live and move. His providence extends 
its influence from the higheſt angel to the 
loweſt worm. The diſpenſations of his 
grace areas Intereſting as they are ſtupen- 
dous; his favour conſtitutes our higheſt 
bliſs, his diſpleaſure our greateſt miſery. 
And all the diſcoveries he makes of him- 
ſelf to us are deſigned, not only to engage 
our attention, but to warm our hearts 

> ta A2 FS with. 


er 


with ſupreme love to him, and engage us 
in a ſteady courſe of obedience to his will. 

Bad as the world is, there are doubtleſs 
many, who are ſincere lovers of Gop, and 
keep up a daily correſpondence with him 
in the duties of piety, to whom the fol- 
lowing Meditations may be not only ac- 
ceptable, but, perhaps, particularly, ſex- 
viceable towards aſſiſting them in a due 
improvement of the Lon Ds Bar, vpon 
which the preſervation of religion, in its 
vital power in the heart, and, its influence 
upon the life, veny much depend. 
_ - Suppoſe, therefore, in the morning off 
that day, at ſome, convenient time beigre; 
the public ſervice, the ſerious Chriſtian 
were to read and, think over one of theſe 
Meditations.; and, after having enlarged; 
in his own. thonghts upon the ſubject, 
turn the ſubſtance of it into a prayer 3 


would it not be a likely means of aſſiſting 


him in diſengaging his heart from the 


world, and of diſpoſing him to approagh, 


the Divine Majeſty, in the public inſtitu- 
tions of ligian. with. more real devo- 
| Tx tion? 
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tion? — Might it not help to raiſe his affec- 
tions to ſpiritual things, and fix them 
there with more eaſe; to draw out his 
ſoul with more vigour in public prayer 
and thankſgiving; and enable him to re- 
ceive the word of life with more reliſh 
and ſatis faction? And if, in the evening 
of that day, he ſhould endeavour to 
recollect the ſubſtance of the diſcourſes he 
has heard, ſomewhat in the manner here 
ſpecified, might it not be a ſtill further 
improvement of the ſacred time, and 
anſwer ſome valuable purpoſes in the Chriſ- 
tian life, the ſupport of which ought to be 
our moſt ſerious concern, and to which all 
the duties of devotion ſhould be directed? 
But though theſe Meditations are thus 
particularly deſigned to lead to the im- 
provement of the Loxp's. Day, they may, 
through the divine afliſtance, be uſeful at 
other times; eſpecially in thoſe ſeaſons af 
devout retirement, when the mind is in a 
more dull and languid frame, and wants 
ſomething to ſtir up its ſluggiſh powers, 5 
ay ſet the thoughts a going. Nor, as 
ä 8 5 a3 they i 
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they are ſo. ſhort,' may they be without 
their uſe in the ſhop, or in the field, for the 


more profitable improvement of the minutes 


of leiſure, which ſo, often occur there. 
Moſt of theſe; Meditations are the: ſub- 
ſtance ofi the ſermons. preached from the 
ſeveral reſpective texts at the head of them; 
and are indeed the chief branches of each 
diſcourſe thrown together. from the me- 
mory, with ſuch additions, as were neceſ- 


ſary. to reduce them into their preſent form, 


in which they, may be patterns. for . 
on the like occaſions. 
The conſiderate willi not. expect en 


thoughts: and ſtudied argument in ſo, ſhort. 


a compals as. the longeſt of theſe. pieces; 


nor, when the: occaſion and deſign are at- 


tended to, any curious cultivation of ſtyle: 
and: yet, I, hope, the truly, pious; reader 


will! not. find them. the leſs uſeful on that 


account, if he finds a propriety becoming 
the dignity. of religion tolerably preſerved, 


and the warmth:of expreſſion, deſignede ta 


animate, his devation, no further indulged 
than, 3 W admits. 
The 
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The: brevity of theſe exerciſes; will, it 
is hopedz obviate every objection ariſing 
from the want of time, inelination, or 
capacity for the peruſal. of diſcourſes that 
require long and cloſe. attention; andi at 
the ſame time leave thoſe Who have a 
reliſh: for retired devotion, the more room 
for their own. reflections. _ the: oh 
hare rior Y'T $0611 4345 
The deſign; of this r is not 
to promote any party intereſt, but to 
awaken and cheriſh-the. ſpirit: of true de- 
votion and practical religion amongſt all. 
IL have, indeed, | expreſſed: myſelf very 
ſtrongly and frequently in fayour of the 
doctrines of the NECESSLAY; OB DIVINE 
tNFLUENCES, in order to our reſtora- 
tation to the love and practice of true 
holineſs; and of the ataning- BFFIGACY 
O THE SACRIFICE O CHRIST, or: his 
order to our pardon and acceptance with 
Gon, conſiſtently with the honour of his 
government. The reaſan:is, . I: cannot, help 
conſidering theſe doctrines, as not only 
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CLEARLY - and REPEATEDLY inculcated 
in the ſeriptures, and capable of the moſt 
rational defence, but alſo as the very life 
and ſoul of all evangelical piety and virtue, 
and conſequently of the higheſt import- 


| ance'to the intereſt! of religion. Without 
the belief of the doctrine of Divine In- 


fluences, the great duty of Prayer appears 
to me but a ſolemn mockery of Gop, and 


- our own ſouls; and without the belief of 
an ATONINCG MEDIATOR) and an humble 


penitential truſt in the virtue of his blood 
and righteouſneſs, as the corner ſtone of our 
Hope of eternal life, that Hope, I fear, 


will prove no better than a Manas Witte 


ous preſumption. 4 | $ 


How far I have done ai in ventur- 


ing theſe compoſitions to appear before the 
eye of the public, and what reception 


they will meet with, time muſt: difeover. 


But as the deſign is undeniably good, it is 


hoped the veil of candour will be ſo far 


drawn over their many imperfections, as 


— 
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THE few Verſes added here and there, 
chiefly at the end of the Meditations, are 
deſigned not only to fill up the Page, but alſo 
to gratify the taſte of ſome of my friends, 
and help to fix the leading ideas of the ſub- 
ject they refer to, the more eaſily in che me- 


mory. Thoſe which have borrowed; 1 have 


taken care to acknowledge, by . 5 
Fe of che auen. | 


” The Confederation on the Coon 7 75 Mein « on 
Kappl, were communiĩcated to me, by a par- 
ticular Friend, from à very pious and worthy 
Elergyman of the Eſtabliſhed Church, with 
4 deſite of thein being publiſhed. with theſe 
Meditations, as particularly agrecable to the 
deſign of them: accordingly I have given 
them a place by way of Arrzbix; and 


- earneſtly wiſh they may anſwer the valuable 


purpoſas the pious author had in view. —  - 
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REAT miſtake of the diſciples, to 

think that their Meſſiah and deliverer 
mould be a temporal prince, and appear in 
the world merely to raiſe them to temporal 
honour and felicity; when the whole tenor of 
the. prophecies, promiſes, and ſuerißces, ſo 
well known to them, inculcated the contrary 
notion, and led them to expect a Saviour 
MIGHTY, IN, $UFFERINGS,; and effeRing 
redemption from their moral pollutions and 
guilt, by the- exerciſe of a ſpiritual power 
founded in; the acceptableneſs / of that ſacri- 
ſice he ſhould offer unto. Gop ] Vet ſo it was, 
However, after the reſurrection of Jeſus, 
eſpecially alter, the pouring out of his holy - 
e the ne op 40 their en- 


enn tire 
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tire ſatisfaction; and they ſaw, indeed, in 
the cleareſt light, that i: behoved Chrift io ſuffer, 
viz. That it was neceſſary for completely an- 
ſwering to the gracious declarations and types 
of the Old Teſtament economy, and the 
faith and hope of the true believers, before 
his coming in the fleſh, which they had 
built upon this foundation.—It was alſo ne- 
ceflary Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, in order to pre- 
ſerve, in the eyes of all intelligent beings, 
the honour and dignity of the divine govern- 

ment, or a due ſenſe of the majeſty of Gov, 
his perfections and laws, while he ſhewed 
mercy to guilty creatures, in ſuch a rich and 
glorious abundance as he now does.—It was 
neceſſary, in order to Sive ſuch views of 
Gov,” as might encourage our repentance, 
and return to our duty; ; inſpire us with a 
humble confidence in him; aſſure us of his 
gracious acceptance; and anſwer the doubts 
and fears of our conſciences—neceflary, as a 
means of kindling i in our hearts the true love 
of Gop and holineſs, and ofemakitig way for 
the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus, to free us from 
the law of fin and death; of uniting us to Gop, 
and of leading us into the divine pleaſures of 
communion n for the having 

TRA * 
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always before our eyes, a moſt perfect ſtriking 
example of patience and ſelf-denial, con- 
tempt of the glory of this world, and the 
moſt ſteady and ardent purſuit of a better 
and, in a word, neceſſary to complete his 
mediatorial character, and make way! For that 
glory and felicity with «ck he is. rewarded 
in the: heavenly: world. D 443 4-4 2113 
' . Here pauſe then, my Wal, and tonfider 
the wiſdom, the juſtice, the benevolence of 
the Driry, as they ſtand diſplayed in 
this ſcheme of redemption Let all 
thy attention be woven rg in beholding 
what manner of love this is! — Lock upon 
him whom thy ſins have pierred ! See him 
expiring: in inconceivable diſtreſs and agony 
of body and mind, becauſe bearing thy fins 
(with. thoſe of others) upon the croſs ! Conſi- 
der, how awful that juſtice is;: that muſt be this 
way atoned How great that mercy that muſt 
be this way. ſhewn to guilty creatures ! Think 
| how worthy this benevolence is, of all thy 
moſt grateful acceptance, thy everlaſting ad- 
miration and praiſe? Think too, whence it 
can be; that this love of God and his Chriſt 
makes no deeper impreſſions on thy affections, 
8 47 no e of . | 
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in this view there is every motive that can be 
conceived, for the profoundeſt reverence and 
fear; for. the moſt ardent love, and animated 
obedience !—If this grace of Gop, appearing 
in the ſufferings of Chriſt, with ſuch a ſalu- 
tary and beneficial deſign in reſpe&t of thy 
everlaſting: happineſs, does not prevail upon 
thee to deny all angodlineſs and worldly: luſt, 
aud to live \fobetly, righteanſly, and godly in the 
evorld, there is nothing in nature, no nor in 
grace that can. If chis unparalleled love 
does not-ſoften- and melt thy whole heart into 
a' cordial! ſubmiſſion to the divine authority, 
thy hardneſs is utterly incurable; for this, and 
this only, is che power of Gov, to ſalvation. 

Let it be then thy daily care and prayer to 
the Almighty, to ſhed abroad 2% love upon 


thee ; to implant it as a vital principle in thy 


conſcitnce and affections: Thus wilt thou 


| Anne o GOD nee in ithe 13 1 


. of His: aſh bliſsful ei 
world to come, where the once crucified Jus vs 


now lives and reigns, having all the fulneſs of 


the Godhead in him—and where thou wilt 7. 


limin alt ht glory, as one that has loved thee, 


8 8 9885 in his dum blood ! 
fit ME Cad 
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Wie the 3 n means, ac 
which powwer and virtue, or by, which 
Gop and Chriſt, are given to us excee ding 
great and precious, promiſes, it is much the ſame 
as to the import and comfort of the words to 
us; for ſtill Gop, through Chriſt, is the au- 
thor of theſe promiſes, his pure benevolence 
the fountain from whence they flow pro- 
miſes not of an earthly, but an heavenly Ca- 
| not of temporal riches and grandeur, 
but of pardon, holineſs, adoption, peace with 
Gon, a ſafe conduct through this world, and 
body, and the enjoyment of eternal life and 
| glory... Promiſes. adapted, not to the era - 
vings of the men of this world who have their 
herzen in this life, and who n over- 
Act ih 8 look 


6 SHORT MEDITATIONS 


| look and deſpiſe them; but to the neceſſities 
and taſte of the 1. 1 and awak- 
a ened mind 
Promiſes 8 juſtly ſtyled exceed- 
ing great and precious} Worthy indeed of all 
acceptation, of our warmeſt and moſt affec- 
tionate embraces, of our higheſt confidence 
and joy for they are the words of Gon, 
the greateſt and beſt of beings; his gracious 
words, the dictates of his infinite and unde- F 
ſerved goodneſs and love; words that ſpeak 2 
the-greatneſs of his merey, and difplay all the 5 
perfections of his nature in che moſt amiable 
light. — Their truth and importance. is ratified 
by the precious blood of Chriſt, ſhed as 2 
facrifice for ſin, and offered to Gop/;' and 
therefore ſty led be blood of the everlaſting cove- 
van, rendering all his promiſes to us ea and : 
Annen. Their publication from time to time, | | 
was accompanied with eminent demonfiraton 
of the divine power; and particularly in the 
4 days of Chrift and his apoftles, to whoſe de. 
darations' and aſſurances of divine merey to 
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= finners, Gop himſelf is ſaid to bear avitze/s by 
_ gn and wonders, — They are tendered to us 
= ald with the moſt | gracious freedom; ſo that | 
av hebe vrr vill may come and partake of the 
important 
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important bleſſings contained in them, not- 
withſtanding any unworthineſs in himſelf, if 
he does indeed penitently and ſinoerely deſire 
t. be e good things contained in them are 
abſolutely neceſſary to our well-being in time 
and eternity are capable of producing the 
moſt ſalutary, and every way happy and glo- 
rious effects; to make us truly wiſe, holy, ſpi- 
ritually minded; — to ſupport us under the ſe- 
vereſt trials, and inſpire us with the nobleſt 
magnanimity and elevation of ſoul ;—and, in 
a word, unite us to Gop, and make us 0 
takers of his likeneſs and glory ! 

ngen ibu, my foul; ſee che promitbstüf 
the goſpel in this divine light, and feel theſe 
happy effects from them! Mayeſt thou al- 
ways remember, that it is not enough to re- 
ceive comfort from them, unleſs that comfort 
be attended with real broad wer heart and 
life! But, | 

If the promiſes of 55 goſpel are + and great 
and precious, the ſin of neglecting them, 
(however common) muſt be proportionably 
great and dangerous. Do thou therefore, O 
Lord, keep back thy ſervant from this pre- 
ſhmptucud fin!” | 


1 


The 
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Ihe riches of the grace theſe. promiſes con- 
rain; and the freedom with which they are 


offered, forbid alſo my deſpair.— However 


bleſſed encouragement to hope. How thank - 
ful ſhould 1 be for this! Let me never, never 
more deſpond in any of my trials and afflic- 


wretched my condition, if I really ſee and 
feel it, and ſeek my comfort here, I have 


tions! Never doubt the power, the love, the 
faithfulneſs of that Gop, who has given 


ſuch words for my conſolation! Here, O my 
ſoul, leave all thy -burdens and cares! When 


_ diſcouraged and fainting, here be thy reſt! 
Theſe are the everlaſting arms, that ſtrengthen 
and uphold all that fear Gon, that conduct 


them through life, deliver them in death, and 


enſure their een and eternal ſalvation! 


Lord, to o thy gracious word I fly. 
And there I put my truſt; 
a 1 if thy hand exalts me eh. 
Or lays me in the duſt. 


"While there I fix my longing ey eyes, | 
And drink the blefling in, 
4 taſte far more than mortal j joys, 05 
And feel my heay'n begin. pee Ne 
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But 35 ye daers of the avord, and not bearers 
only, deceiving Jour aun ſelves. James 1. 22. 


TAS it indeed neceſſary for the apoſtle, 
in thoſe early and happier days of 
Chriſtianity, to give ſuch an exhortation to 
the proſeſſors of that bleſſed and moſt animat- 
ing religion? How much more neceſſary then 
for the miniſters of the preſent day, to urge 


the like upon the attention of their hearers? 


Surely now, when the divine ſpirit has ſo juſtly | 
withdrawn his gracious' influences, and left ſo 


many, bearing the Chriſtian name, to fink into 


formality and coldneſs, the diſpenſers" of the 


divine word have need to uſe the moſt plea- 


ſing and alarming methods of rouſing the at- 
tention of their hearers; and to warn and 
rebuke, as well as deset with all long ſuf. 


| — 10 88% © / 


It is even adlieag to ſee che air of. M8. 
n and inattention that reigas in many of 
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- our worſhipping aſſemblies ; and the trifling, 
if not really "loofe and immoral practices of 
ſome who are pretty conſtant there! They 
hear indeed, but, if with any degree of at- 
tention, yet with very little concern and ſelf- 
application, —— They hear to paſs away. the 
time to keep up the appearances of reli- 
gion—to pacify their conſciences, ready to 
reproach them with profaneneſs if they ſhould 
do otherwiſe—or, perhaps, merely to furniſh 

themſelves with freſh materials for diſpute 
and wrangling, — Thus their religion termi- 
nates with the hour of public worſhip, or ap- 
Pears only in notional ſpeculations, empty ap- 
plauſes, or ie cenſures, of what n | 
heard. | the! 
A 5 0 this evil cond. 7 1 8 ſets his 
face with great ſeriouſneſs, and points out the 
oppoſite duty, that of a practical improvement; of 
aubat aue hear This is the end indeed of all 
divine ordinances, particularly of the preach- 
ug of the ſacred word; and this is the great 
end we ſhould always have in view in our at- 
tendance upon it. Now, this doing of ' the | 
Word ſeems particularly to imply that we 
heartily credit what that word declares/ or re- | 
| ceive it as 2 meſſage from God - that we be- 
16 lieve 
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lieve or confide in what it promiſes - that we 
make conſcience of conforming our temper 
and conduct to its precepts— and, that we 
rejoice in the pleaſures it enſures to us as our 
beſt portion even the pleaſures of pardon, 
holineſs, communion with God, in his ordi. 
nances here, and the viſions of his glory here- 
after, taking them as our heritage for ever. 

My ſoul ! haft thou thus regarded the word 
of Gov ? Haſt thou not only believed it' true, 
but felt and rejoiced in its power, as giving 
thee divine life ; leading thee out of all vain - 
and deluſive confidence and hope, to the ge- 
nuine fountain of bliſs! Haſt thou indeed 
choſen the divine precept for the rule of thy 
temper, thy thoughts, thy life? Haſt thou 
choſen the divine promiſes, as thy beſt com- 
forters in diſtreſs in time, an and thy ſureſt por- | 
tion, and higheſt joy, for eternity? This is 
what thou oughteſt to have done; this ſhould 
be at leaſt thy aim and deſire, thy ſervent de- 
Are, in every ſermon.— Never ſatisfy thyſelf, 
therefore, without attaining this end, in ſome 
degree, by every one of them.— To fall ſhort 
here, is the moſt dangerous and deplorable 
deluſion. It is cheating thyſelf of heaven, 
and plunging into endleſs ruin, under the no- 
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tion and perſuaſion of happineſs A delu- -- 
ſion indeed too common, and very pleaſing 
to the deluded, while it laſts ; but ſo much the 2 
more alarming and terrible when diſcovered, 
as it muſt be in another world. — Awake then 
to righteouſneſs—make conſcience of putting 
in practice what thou heareſt—and remember 
it as ſeriouſly as it deſerves, that accord- 
ing to thy practical regards to this word, or 
the want of them, will thy portion be! in that 
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Erzüntrr en cannot be afur off. 
Dean myſelf on | how unwiſe? ? 

| | | Ho can I bear the thought of this! 

| © To heaven in pleaſing hope to riſe, - 


18 OED ſink at once to e r abyſs) 
1 oF SIT 
| Tomi the . delafion Lora! 
And by thy grace my heart —_ 
That I may hear thy holy word, 
So as to love and keep it too! - 
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MEDITATION IV. 


But there it forgivenc/; wwith thee, that than | 
mayeft be fare Wh Pal. xxx. 4 3 


Ws T delightful words a I hear t bos 
giveneſs with an offended Gop, who 


could as euſily puniſn as forgive! Forgive- 
neſs too for me, if I am willing to accept it in 
his way, for me a great, and therefore a . 
ſerable ſinner; even to me are the wore of 
his ſalvation ſent! 
It is very evident from the Gerd that 
the perſon who makes this truly evangelical 
remark, was in ſome deep diftreſs; and that 
this diſtreſs (in part at leaft) aroſe from tha 
fight and feeling of his fins, and their dread- 
ful deſert (a point too little attended to by 
the bulk of mankind, though equally concern. 
ed in it); for, ſays he, if ibou, Lord, foaldeft 
mark iniquity, O Lord, aubo could tand? Not 
<< I moſt certainly—for 1 fee and feel the 
1 LP in my own conſcience; I fly, 
e . therefore, 
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of therefore, to thy pardoning mercy ; I draw 


© my conſolation and hope from that foun- 
“ tain—for there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
* thou mayeft be feared.” This is a doctrine as 
important as neceſſary, and ſhould be there- 
fore as awelcome to us, as it was to the Pſalmiſt. 
But is it true? May it be abſolutely depended 
on? What evidence have we of it? Or upon 
what 8 wy we venture to reſt this great 


Toa 1 . | % 
s the general diſcoveries of chat mercy 
which. the great Gop has been pleaſed to 
make to.mankind in all ages of the world 


particularly to our firſt parents themſelves— 


to Abel, Enoch, Abraham, &c, and upon the 
nature and deſign of the Moſaic conſtitution 
and facrifices, and the whole tenor of the 
ſpirit of prophecy. We have alſo a further 
ground for this concluſion in the gracious ap- 
pointment of a mediator, of the mere good 
pleaſure of Go. For we may be ſure he 


' would not have appointed any mediator for 


q uch leſs ſuch a one as his glorious ſon 
Car $US, had he not been graciouſly 


diſpoſed to  forgiveres in favour of ſinful ' 
* nor would he have taken ſuch care to 
. evidence 
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evidence that appointment, and draw our at- 
tention. to it, by ſo many extraordinary and 
even m iraculous interpoſitions of his provi- 

dence, had he not intended ſuch mercy. All 

mis is till more abundantly confirmed by what 

Jeſus had done and ſuffered in the execution 
of + this office; particularly, by the abſolute 

perfection of his obedience, and the full atone- 
ment he made to the divine Juſtice by the 
blood of the croſs—by the many clear and 
expreſs promiſes of the forgiveneſs of ſin 
through the virtue of this blood by the free 
and graciofis-manner in which theſe promiſes 
ſet forth this merey to all penitent believers 
without exception. In a word, the whole 
goſpel, from beginning to end; is a glorious 
_ diſplay of the divine benevolence to ſinful 
men, and holds forth this great” and intereſt- 
ing truth as a capital and leading article in 
their hope towards Gov, and deſire of his 
ſalvation; all which our Lord himſelf has 
compriſed and confirmed in thoſe glorious 


words Go fo loved the world, that he gave 


Bit only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him. ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting "life ! 
John iii. 16. 1 may, therefore, with the ut- 

| moſt latety conclude, that if, ſtruck with this 
N . C 2 | vier 
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view of things, I feel myſelf awakened to a 
ſenſe of my miſerable condition as a finner, 
and do, indeed, forſake my evil ways and 
thoughts, and turn-unto the Lord, believing 
and truſting in the blood and righteouſneſs of 
this great mediator, I ſhall alſo find, by 
happy experience, that there is forgiveneſi with 
my offended Gop for me ; and may depend 
upon the truth declared in the text, and 
rejoice in it, as the conſolation and life of 
9 ſoul! 

And this believing regard to the divine fur. 
—_ or at leaſt ſome hope of it, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the true Har of Gon; to 
that fear, which includes in it the willing and 
: Ready obſervance of his righteous laws, For, 
without ſome belief and hope of ſuch mercy, 
and even ſome feeling of it in the heart, we 
mall either caſt off all thoughts of Gop, and 
true religion, or ſerve him (if it may be call- 
ed ſerving him) with a conſtrained reluctance, 
and not 'with that cheerfulneſs and loye be 
requires, and which the ſhedding abroad of 


his forgiving love in our hearts tends to dif. 


| Poſe us to. We read therefore of having the 

conſcience purged from dead works, | to 1 the 

2 Heb. ix. * 5 F 
_-- 
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But haſt thou, O my ſoul, indeed felt the 
influence of this grace 2. ? Haſt thou been drawn 
to Gop, by the experience of his \ wh 
And doeſt thou live habitually in his fear, be- 
cauſe thou haſt. taſted of his love? Has the 
Saviour won upon thy affections, and en- 
gaged thee to his ſervice by his goodneſs ? It 
is to be hoped this is in ſome meaſure thy 

caſe, or it is bad indeed; but oh that it 
were more abundantly ſo! — Thou haſt. ſome 
hope in the divine forgiveneſs, © and find- 
-eſt this hope in ſome meaſure influence thy 
conduct, and lead thee to preſs after that ho- 
lineſs, in which confiſteth thy neareſt" and 
moſt important reſemblance to Gob. Sin is 
bitter to thee, not only becauſe it brings the 


wrath of Gop upon thee, but becauſe it infults 


that bleſſed and moſt amiable goodneſs, which 
thy Saviour has manifeſted in dying for 'thee, 
and affronts thy heavenly Father, who, through 


the blood of that Saviour, has manifeſted his 


forgiveneſs to thee. This is ſo far well. But 


| contemplate daily this divine and moſt im. 


portant mercy, as a means of exciting thy 
1 Sreater care to avoid all ſin, and improve 
in that genuine fear of Gop, which flowsfrom 
T OR his gracious: pardon! 

KN BK, 3 MEDITA- 
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MEDITATION V. 


For it Hliafed the Father that in him Aold al all 
oY dwelt. + Col. i. 19. 
— of Chil were the de- 


* light of the great apoſtle who wrote 
this epiſtle to the Coloſſians.— He himſelf had 


a very deep infight into them, and took pe- 


euliar pleaſure in deelaring do others what he 
ſo well knew. 
This chapter abounds with the nobleſt and 
moſt ſublime ſentiments concerning the Bleſſed 


bes this text gives the reaſon, of the 


whole: far it bath pleaſed the Father that in him 
fhuuld 2 L L. fulneſs quell, The words ſo em- 
_ phatically expreſſed naturally imply, that all 

the perſections of the Dzirr dwell in the 
Son of Gop ; and accordingly we read that 
be quas in the beginning with Gon, and was 
Gon; IMManvEL, Gop with 25. — John i i. 
1.1 Tim, i tl, * . 2g. Col. ii. 9. Goo 


manifeſt 
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manifeſt in the fab, —and that all the fulugſi of 
|" the Godhead dwells in him. —All the excellen- 


cies of the human nature are alſo to be found 
in him, and theſe carried to the greateſt 
height of improvement, by its intimate union 
with the DerTY, and peculiar communica- 
tions from it. Se # pleaſed the Father that 
his Son might appear worthy of his high re- . 
lation, full of grace and irſub, and the power 
and wiſdom neceffary to the character of the 
creator, preſerver, and governor of all things; 
the head of all things to the church, the me- 
diator between God and man, the redeemer © 
of an, otherwiſe;\loſt world—or, as the apoſtle 
expreſſes it in the context, that he might re- 
cuncile all things unto God, as well as e and 
_ govern all things for him. > 
This fulneſs alfo appears in the nature 24 
importance of his office of mediator ;—the 
great things he has done in ereation, provi- 
dence, and grace, particularly in his redeeming = 
#43 10 Gop, by his Mid. In theſe things, and 
the like, in which a great deal of his fulneſs 
conſiſteth, we have the moſt awful and delight- 
ful difplays of the divine perfections; ſuch as 
have a peculiar fitneſs in them to ſtrike the 
human mind, and fill it with. the profoundeſt 


e * 


awe, 
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awe, and the moſt ſublime nas. eee N 
3 | 
What a ſurprifvag = afidting ching it 
then that ſuch a divine and glorious perſon- 
age, inveſted with ſuch high and glorious 
characters, and repleniſhed with the fulne/s of 
God, in the higheſt ſenſe of the word, ſhould 
ſtand forth in the view of mankind, as he does 
in the bleſſed goſpel, and be no more regard- 
ed !—Amongf the thouſands that hear and 
read of his excellencies, how few love and 
admire him indeed, or feel any ſenſe of thoſe 
- excellencies ! How many even deſpiſe him, > 
as having no form or comelineſi in him! 
Ho then, my ſoul, doeſt thou ſtand affect- 
ed towards this Saviour? What haſt thou ſeen 
of his excellencies, and how far have they, 
indeed, impreſſed and moved thy affeRionate 
powers? Thou oweſt all to him, that thou 
canſt call enjgyment, either in poſſeſſion or in 
hope! Let the glories of thy Redeemer be 
more attentively conſidered - Let his love 
conſtrain! thee to the ſupreme love of Gon, 
and juſt love to man. To this fulneſs go, 
in all thy neceſſities; here look for light, 
and life, and joy eternal. To his ſervice 
and pleaſure devote all thy powers; live to 
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him in improving holineſs— Let the liberty 
he has given thee of applying to him as the 
fountain of happineſs, encourage thee to di- 
ligence and conſtancy in that application.— 
Let thy thirſt be always for theſe /iving waters, 
which alone are capable-of ſatisfying thee, — 
As he is all fulngſs to thee, be thou all grati 
tude, and love, and praiſe to him; rejoice in 
him as thy light, thy ſtrength, thy righteouf - ; 
neſs, and thy a Amen! 
Hall, Mon eternal fulneſs, bail l. 
Great ſouree of bliſs divine! 
In whom adoring angels ſee, 
All thy 858 Father "rake. 


Jesvs !—Oh may hit beſt of names 
Dwell ever on my tongue ! | | 
On earth, my ſolace, hope, and love, 
In wean wy on ſong! | 


MEDITA- 
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MEDITATION vf. 


The praver of bir refurition. Phil, ill. 10. 


T is one of the many excellencies of our 
Bible, that points of the greateſt import- 
ance are there revealed to us with the greateſt 
clearneſs, and ſupported, with moſt invincible 
evidence. Such is the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
On this fact, therefore, the apoſtle infiſted 
in almoſt every ſermon. On this depends the 
faith, and hope, and eternal ſalvation, of 
the whole church. — Here the power of God, 
his truth and faithfulneſs, love and mercy. 
are particularly and eminently diſplayed.— 
Here the power of Chriſt himſelf, or his abi- 
lity to ſave, even unto the uttermoſt, is won- 
derfully exemplified ;' for here we ſee him tri- 
umphing over. all his enemies, and treading 
down their power in the duſt, —Here his cha- 
rater and pretenſions, as the Son of Gop 
and Saviour of ſinners, is abundantly illuftrat- 
ed; for we e may. be ſure Wa the Power of 
| | \Gop 


7 
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Gop would never have been exerted in ſo ſig- 
nal a manner'in a bad cauſe, or have raifed 
1 an impoſtor ftom the dead. And yet that 
Chriſt was raiſed from the dead, is greatly 
4 evident from various conſiderations, relative 
to the hiſtory itſelf, and its deſign and con- 
ſequences ; particularly the conſtant united 
teſtimony of the diſciples,” convinced them- 
ſelves by the force of truth againſt their own- 
ſtrong” prejudices—the teſtimony of the ene- 
mies of Chriſt the miraculous powers be- 


| | ſtowed upon the apoſtles in conſequence of 
it, and the moral good promoted Wy the be. 
Tt lief of it in the wW „IIC. 

1 We may now, therefore, be confident, that 
J if we commit our ſouls to this Redeemer in 


well-doing, he will effectually ſecure their im- 
mortal intereſt; for, by his reſurrection, he 
4 gives divine worth and vital efficacy to his 
ſacrifice, on which our pardon and accept- 
ance with 'Goy' depend, preſenting it a B- 
ing ſacrifice to the Father while the Father 


; himſelf, by employing his power, in this 
: reſurrection, actually declares his acceptance | 
; of it in our behalf, and ſhews' himſelf a God 
FF reconciled to us. This doctrine alſo, or the 
f record 'of this truth cordially believed, has 


5 | | proved 


* 
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proved of efficacy ſufficient to quicken my- 
riads of creatures dead in fin, and raiſe them 
to a life of ſolid holineſs—to lead them into 
the true knowledge, worſhip, and love of 
God, and the enjoyment of his favour—to 
encourage and ſupport their faith and hope 
of preſent comfort and future glory, and, fo 
engage them in a courſe of true In ; 
obedience. | 
And thus we ſee the Chriſtian religion. i is a Me 
matter not of mere ſpeculation, but of pow- = © 
erful experience; a ſyſtem of truth intended 

to impreſs the heart, and fill it with divine 
conſolation, hope, and joy, the love of holi- 

neſs and of Go. It becomes thee there- 

fore, O my ſoul, ſeriouſly to confider with 

thyſelf, whether this effect has been produced 

in thee ? Whether the record of a once cru- 

cified, but now riſen. Saviour, has reached thy 
conſcience, and diffuſed divine life through 

all thy powers What hope, what truſt, what 
humility, what love, what zeal for Gop doſt 

thou diſcover in conſequence of thy hearing 

that Chriſt is riſen ? This is the point, and 


= of infinite importance it is. For unleſs the 
| grace of Gon thus manifeſted has power upon 

thee to transform thee into the ſame image, it 
| I 16 
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is to no purpoſe that thou heareſt, or even be. | 


almighty Saviour ſhall be revealed from heaven 
in flaming fire, and deſtroy all that know not 
God, nor obey his goſpel, by the greatneſs of 
that power by which he aroſe from the dead! 
O fly then to the throne of grace, and plead 
there, that the love of Gov may be ſhed 
abroad in thee, and become à vital principle 
; of divine; holineſs and hope. This is to know, 
S = igen the power of his refurretion 4 


While 1 believe the glorious things 
That love divine has done, 

How He who dy'd upon a croſa 
Now fills th! eternal throne; 


1 long to feel the heav'nly truth 
In all its vital pow'r; - 4 
That I may leave my fleſh in "TY 
To live, to die no more! 


* 
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— - Cane them to. 6 come in. Lake. xiv. 78. ü 


1 it not W that ſinful men, 3 in FEY 
ger of eternal perdition, ſhould require 


any kind of compulſion to embrace deliver. 


ance from that danger, and be eternally 
happy ?- 'Yet ſo it is, as we ſee in fact in 
innumerable inftances ; and ſo our text inti- 
mates it Would be, even under all the advan- 
tages of a goſpel revelation. Such is the de- 
pravity winch + _ _ mea en 
nature! | 

By a Ken FREY we are cer- 


tainly not to underſtand any external vio- 
lence, or even any internal force upon the mind 
titſelf, the former being as diametrically oppo- 


fite to the genius of the goſpel, as the latter 
is to the nature of man, and the moral go- 
vernment he is under; but a conquering 
the corruption of nature, and a change of 


tion; 


* 


* 
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tion; or a ſubduing the power of ſin, and 
bringing the whole ſoul. under the dominion 


of grace, through the influence of the divine | 


ſpirit... 

To this. 62 ;ofinite wiſdom "ks es 
the means which are committed to the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, with a peculiarly ſolemn 
charge to employ them with the greateſt dili- 
gence and care. That is, they are charged 


4 For endeavour to convince their hearers 


of their moral and ſpiritual wretchedneſs, 
their ignorance and depravity; their diſtance 
from Gop, and their ſubjeRion to his. wrath 
or juſt diſpleaſum ; for without this they will 
never ſo much as think, in earneſt, about the 
bleſſings of the goſpel, and the method of 
ſalvation fixed upon there. 2. Faithfolly' to 
repreſent to them, the perſon; offices, and 
grace of our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, and the tens 
der mercies of Gop in him! g. To aſſure 
them of the determinate will of God to pu- 
niſn their diſobedience in an eternal e 


and that with an aggravation of miſery, in 


proportion to the aggravation of their guilt. 
4. To add their conſtant and fervent prayers 


| for them; imploring the divine bleſſing upon 


Wenn or the gracious, power of Gon t 
; We of | carry 
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carry it to the heart. And 5. To do all this 
conſtantly and perſeveringiy, with unremit. 
ing earneſtneſs and vigour, notwithſtanding 
all the many and great diſcouragements they 
muſt and will moſt certainly meet with, from 
the coldneſs, formality, ſpiritual floth, and 
worldly diſpoſitions of their hearers. And 
thus perſuade them to come into a ſerious, 
cordial, and voluntary approbation of the 
way of mercy and falvation propoſed in the 
| goſpel, viz. repentance towards Gob, faith in 
aur Lord Feſus CB and a fincere devotion 
of ſoul to the will and ſervice of Gop—to 
come into the church and fold of Chriſt, not 
only ee argon mne 
pelled? Has the love of Chriſt e thee 
to the love of him ? To free and genuine con- 
ſeſſion and repentance of ſin; and deyotion, 
folemn and hearty devotion, of all thy powers 
to Gop ? Haſt thou indeed been ' prevailed 
upon to fly for refuge to the hope ſet before 
thee in the goſpel ? Is Jeſus become thy choſen 


| rength, thy dependanee and hope Are 


de ways of evangelical religion and righteouſ. 


. eee POT pane IE 
22 ba 


redeemer and lord, thy righteouſneſs and 
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in which it is thy choice and delight to walk ? 
— Has the dixine grace: ſo ſubdued thy will, 
ſo overcome its corruptions, that thou findeſt 
thyſelf indeed under its holy dominion — 
Happy then, thrice happy, thy. condition ! 
Go on in this ſerious courſe of faith, piety, 
and holineſs—and that Saviour, in whom 
thou haſt believed, will be found abe to fave | 
unto the uttermsſt ; and bring thee, and thy 
body. itſelf, {piritualized and refined, int that 
world where be himſelf reſides, to as a 
n 6, eee „ 


s *i(dow-forcad bex board, Fa 

And calſd me to. ber feat, .. ts dl by: 
en I tuxg'd the ſcornful ear. 

Not ee 


; 3 thus had ſtill rebel d, 

hath And. periſh d in my in; 

» Had pet perſuaſive grace prevails, "# 
= APY: ms Sas 
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rl great ne herewith he booed 1. 5 
„ e b e 4b 


z 


1 Hs 2862 r Gov is che forntaln 

1 * from wherice all human happineſs is 

| derived, and indeed the happineſs of every 
| | creature from the loweſt inſe& to the higheſt 
| | angel, It was this perfection of his nature 
| that led him {if 1 may fo ſpeak) to make 
man after his own image, viz. to give that 
= form. to his body in which the Sox or Gov 
| 

| 


_ _ himſelf choſe to appear, render it capable. of 

12 being exalted even to the right hand of Gov, 

and of being filled with His rvLNtss; and 

to give to that body a fpirit bearing a ſtill 

- nearer likeneſs to himfelf, in its intelleve 

powers, activity, immortality, and dominion 
over the inferior creatures on earth; and, 

what is ſtill infinitely more, a likeneſs to him- 

Felf, in wiſdom, goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and 
A e e , e | 

"ns 


* ; 
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1 together with a capacity for thoſe 
kigh and divine enjoyments that ariſe from = 
Conſeiouſneſs or inward fenſe of his favour, 
and the contemplation of his glory. All this 
is the effect of the love of Gon, theſe are the 
emanations of his infinite beneficence which 
he ofice med upon ki creature man. . 
But though much of the divine love thus 
| appears in the original conſtitution! of man, 
and the condition in which he at firſt exiſtedy 
yet there are much more abundant and illuf- 
trious diſplays of it in the fcheme of his re- 
demption, and the great things Gop has done 
for him by Chai, int beſtowed on him through 
him. Witneſs the gracious appointment of 
Chriſt to the great and important office of 
Mediator: his devoting him to the humbling 
circumſtances of his incarnation, ſufferings, 
and death. —The' ſeaſonable and early diſco. 
yery of this gracious proviſion to our firſt pa- 
rents after their fall, and to all of us when 
awakened to a juſt fenfe” of our gullt and 
danger, and deſtroub of returning to Go. 
Witheſs alfo ' the Kind and condeſdending 
| manner in which he preſſes upon vs the con- 
fideration of this 'goodnefs, viz. in declara- 
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des:and;extenſive- merey,; his, long. ſuffering 
and patience, Waiting for the effect of, theſe 
meaſures upon, us: ſtxiving. with, us: hy big holy 
ſpiziz1to attend to hat ſo eminently. belongs 
to our eternal peace,——And, laſtly, witneſs 
the.. peculiarly, lender regard he pays te thoſe | 
who through, his, grace hear and. obey. his — 
voice, ,beſtowing upon them his counſels and | 
his cares; granting them hig ſpecial and. maſt 
gragious preſence in ihe duties of devotion, | 
| ing. himſelf to them ag be does nat. to 
the terry keeping them by his. almighty, and 
gpagious: power, while. bete on earth and 
briggins chem, fafs. at, laſt, 10 his heayenly 
kingdom. and. glory, where.they.ſhall.be eyer 
with him, ſee him as he is, and enjoy hig love 
in g Mahner delighrfvl h. Bf. a ch 
| of our preſent, congeptions,... - by Ted 
. All theſe, and, many, other particulars . of 
the like nature, ſhew, with, the moſt, abundant 
exidence, the; GREATNESS... of, the. loxe oft 
go., and its free. and, pnchapgeable nature. 
And what, a flame, of, diving, affbetion thep, 
ould, che, canfideration.;of theſe thingy, rails 
In, our, breaſts ! What amiable. excellencies do 
Ve ſee an the eternal J gv AH, when, We ſee 


"i thy * bleſſing. hie San | 
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man? How infinitely more when we behold 
him reconciling a guilty world to himſelf by 
Jeſus Chriſt ! And how concerned ſhould we 
be to feel the influence of thoſe excellencies 
upon our hearts, to inſpire us, as they natu- ; 
rally tend to do, with a cheerful hope in 
this God; animate us with a becoming zeal 
for his glory; and lead us to am entire 
reſt in him, as our all-ſufficient and ever. 
laſting portion! What encouragement is here 
for us to believe, that even the darkeſt and 
moſt afflictive diſpenfations ef his providence 
will be productive of the moſt important 
good, and render more abundant our ſpiri- 
tual and eternal felieity —Surely, nothing is 
to be dreaded from a being who even delights 
in mercy, by the foul that ſees its own wretch- 
ednefs, and feeks its happineſs in him through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. The Gop who is ſo 
abundant in goodneſs, and has ſaid fo much 
of it to lead us to repentance, and in obe- 
dient confidence in him, will never, never 
reje the humble finner, defirous of returning 
15 kim, and enjoylng kis friendſhip, © 
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"MEDITATION Ix. 


eos * ele 10 me 0 mer [ 
ais: dre iii. 155 


Ti is hr Bit to "End, that ee eee 
the. nototiety of our demerit, we are ſo 
8 to value ourſelyes, even in the divine 
preſence,” upon ſome ſuppoſed, moral worth 
and» excellence a about us, and to imagine that 


we have ſome ſort of right- 10 the fayour of 


Gop-. and eternal life upon that... accqunt, 
without any regard to his gracious covenant, 


or the mediator of it. It is the deſign of the 
| parable, | of which the text aboye is 2 part, 


to ſhew us, among other things, that this diſ- 


| poſition 1s entirely, wrong, and unbecoming 


our real condition Alt. ſhews. us, that we 
are all become guilty before. Gon, and de- 


pend upon his — and vnde ſerved mercy for 


our forgiveneſs and acceptance; — and chat 


_ as the wort of us Mar, ſo the 3% of us 


MUST, come to him with penitent acknow- 
ATION oo TR 
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ledgment of our ſins, caſting ourſelves upon 
his free and forfeited merey, bene throu gh 
Jeſus Chriſt, as our ony hope. 

The very frame and conſtitution of the yo: 5 

pel ſuppoſes us undone in ourſelves, and un- 
able to deliver our own fouls ;—its founda- 
tions are laid, not in' the power and worthi- 
neſs of man, but in the gracious' purpoſe of 
Gov, and the infinite worth of the obedience 
and blood of Chriſt. And thus agreeably to 
the nature of our condition, and the genius of 
the goſpel, he calls npor all men io repent; not, 
indeed, as the meritorious reaſon or ground of 
their pardon, but aß the juſt and abſolutely 
neceſſary; qualification for the enjoytwent of 
it. Repent and be converted, that your fins may 
be Blotted ou; the blood of Feſus Chr cleanfeth 
from all fin ; abs have redemption and forgiveneſs 
through it, is the language of this diſpenſa! 
tion; and it ſpeaks this language to the moſt 
ſtri ane blameleſs phariſee, as well as to the 
ſcandalous publicar, unleſs he can prove him- 
ſelf entirely innocent, and © plead a perfect 
righteouſneſs,” Were we not ſinners, we ſhould 
ſtand in no need of the goſpel, nor the Sa- 
viour there declared; but funert we certainly 
all, even the beſt of us, ate, and therefore 
394. ; ; | muſt 
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muſt draw all our hope and comfort from the 
grace there | diſcovered - muſt draw nigh to 
Gov, in all our religious intercourſe with him, 
as ſinners, Viz, as penitently-ſenſible of his great- 
neſs and majeſty, purity, and juſtice—of the 
malignity of ſin, as infinitely offenſive to his 
adorable perfections, miſerably depraving all 
the powers of our nature, and ſubjecting us to 
a painful ſenſe of his awful diſpleaſure, both in 
this world and that which is to come ;—and 
therefore approach him with unfeigned grief 
and ſhame, juſtifying. him, and., condemning 
ourſelves; referring ourſelves entirely to his 
pure and undeſerved mercy in Chriſt Jeſus ;— 
_ pleading with him his own gracious promiſes, 
putting our hope and truſt in them; — acknow- 
ledging our obligations to the mediator with 
the warmeſt gratitude, and n to 

walk in newneſs of liſ. 
In this way we have every poſiible. . | 
and the moſt, abundant enceuragement to hope 
for the favour of Go. He aſſures us that he 
is MOST.MERCIFUL—that he delights in the 
exerciſes of mercy - and that doe the finner, 
of what eharacter ſoever, Honſules his evil auay -: 
aud thoughts, and turns unte him, ME WILL. 

HAVE, MERCY, UPON min. For this, Jeſus 
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med his precious blood; for this he intercedes 
with the Father; and in this, as in every 
thing elſe, the Father hears him. Thou gh 1 
have nothing to plead but MER, and no- 
thing better to ſay of myſelf than that I am 
a Hunner; yet if I deſire deliverance from my 
ſins, from their power as well as guilt, I am 
aſſured of being ere | throu gh 0 8 
Meatatef rt n 
Here then, my Soul; caſt thy FO a | 
hope; upon this rock reſt thy expectation 
of the divine forgiveneſs, Juſtification, and 
eternal life. Endeavour to ſee and ow n, with 
a truly broken an contrite diſpoſition, thy 
guilt and unworthineſs;" renouhce all depen- 
dence on thy own righteouſneſs, as utterly in- 
capable of atoning the divine juſtice for even 
one of the leaſt of thy tranſgreſſions, much 
leſs procuring thee eternal Telicity. The 
righteous Lord loves | righteouſneſs in all his 
creatures; but, as. reaſon and juſtice require, 
he prefers the gloriouſly perfeR "righteouſneſs 
of his Son, and that alone, to the honour of 
delivering us from the condemnation of his 
law, and entitling us to his favour. Let me 
take care I do not pervert or confound that 
order -of Wings the divine wiſdom has eſta- 


E | bliſhed, * 
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bliſhed, and expect to find the mercy I want 
for my own ſake. I am 2 ſinner; I therefore 
date not think of approaching the great and 
holy Goo, as if I were not. No, my hope, 
my refuge, ſhall be his pure and undeſerved 
mercy... Jeſus ſhall; be my truſt, as my only 
mediator and redeemer. By him, the juſtice 
I have offended and dread, is fully ſatisfied 
in him my eternal ſalvation is ſure, while 
through the belief of this grace I live upon 
his infinite fulneſs as my portion, and to the 
glory of * oy, nai t 8 


411 


"Mi aul Ae Lord, 

I bow before thy throne; 
5 power and juſtice Iberes 2 

And all ay «coy af Own. 


Penal: my Ius a 
And:bids:me: not deſpair; 
Jr inn/E-would thy mercy ſeek, - 
Nor doubt.to find it there. 


MEDITA. 


- 
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MEDITATION. rods 


3 But 1 — the Lord your Gov. | 
: T5 | {> _ Joſhua RXil1, 8, 


THESE words contain the ſubſtance of 
the dying charge which that great and 

good man Jaun gave to the children of 1/rael; 
and compriſe in them matter of the higheſt 
importance to all chat call themſelves the 
people of Gop, and profeſs a ſubjection to 


His authority and government, whether they 


have made that profeſſion in more or lefs 
ſolemn forms; they imply a duty, that it 
is their intereſt to attend to, with the OO 
care and diligence, 

It is here evidently ſuppoſed, that even 
FRO who had entered into the moſt ſolemn en- 


gagements with their Gop, would be tempted 


to withdraw their hearts from _ and fit 
too © looſe to thoſe engagements, 'The 
pleaſures of the world; the cuſtoms and 


= maxims that prevail in it; the hatred and 


ſeorn, or ſolieitations of their neighbours and 
a | 5, acquaintance; 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſo zealouſly and frequently, and make a ſo- 
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acquaintance ; the proſpects of the gain, or 
the fear of the loſs of the" poſſeſſions of the 
world; and, I may add, the coldneſs and 


; be le of many of the profeſſors of religion 


themſelves, would all conſpire to draw them 
from their better purpoſes, and too often 
break in upon their moſt ſolemn engagements 
to the SUrREME BEING. To theſe tempta- 


tions the | inviſible adverſary, the grand 


Tzurrzx, may be ſuffered to add the ſe- 
cret- influence of his malice and ſubtlety over 
the powers of imagination; nor will the cor- 


rupt tendencies of our own natures, our igno- 
rance and folly, our intemperate ſelf- love, 


attachments to the world, and the evil heart 
of unbelief,, or diſtruſt of the divine power and 
goodneſs be wanting, to add to the danger 
of our ſituation, and lead us to alen, from 
the living Gop. 

To the groſs idolatry. 3 into kh 
the //raelites were in danger of falling, ave are 
not likely to be tempted. . But there are other 
idols than thoſe of wood and ftoney and other 
kinds of idolatry than paying divine homage | 
to graven images. 'Though we declare: our 
belief of the one living and true Gop ever 


lemn 
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lemn parade of worſhipping him; yet if we 
really ſet our hearts upon any thing more than 
upon Gop z-if he has not the inward reve. 
rence, love, and confidence of our fouls, 
above the riches, and honours, and pleaſures 
of this world, and all our deareſt delights in 
it, we do not give him the glory due io his name, 
we do not cleave to him. And yet where is 
the man that can look deliberately into his 
heart, and compare the workings of its af- 
fections with the obligations of duty here, but 
| muſt acknowledge his many failings as to the 
paſt, and his great danger as to the future, 
and conſequently the propriety of the exhor- 
tation, of cleaving to the Lord his Goo 
That is of ſo regarding him as — 

To make him the ſupreme object of our reli i 
gious worſhip, the worſhip of the heart 
approach him in that particular manner, that 
new and living way, which he has appointed 
us, through the precious blood and interceſſion 
of his dear Son ;—ſubmit entirely to all the 
diſpenſations of his providence, however pain- 
ful and afflictive;—truſt aſſuredly in his word, 
his truth and faithfulneſs, power and good- 
neſs ; ſet our affections upon him, as our 
beſt PO moſt delightful On} and make 

E 3 15 it 


and to be ſure of heing for ever with him, and 
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it our fincere endeavour to walk in all his 


commandments and ordinances blamel:/s. 
To pay the Almighty this regard, thus. 
cleave to him in faith, and love, and holy 


obedience; we are under every conceivable. 


obligation, for E 1s THE Lorpd our Gop. 
—He is poſſeſſed of every excellence and per- 
fection, and therefore juſtly claims, and juſtly 
deſerves theſe: regards. He alſo ſtands in 
the neareſt and moſt endearing relation to us, 
as the maker of our frame, the father of our 
ſpirits, the ſpring of all our real comforts and. 
delights.— He has beſtowed his love upon 


us, given his dearly-beloved Son to ſuffer and 


die for us, and through. him is become the 
Gop of our ſalvation, and promiſes to be our 
everlaſting portion. — We alſo are his people. 
We have owned his right over us, and his 


claim to our beſt affections, and the entire 
devotion of our ſouls to him; — we have 


taken nis name upon us, and called him OUR 
Gop ;—we. have bound ourſelyes. to: him by 
the moſt ſolemn vows, and called heaven and 
earth to witneſs that we would cleave to him, 
and be for ever his. And thus, to cleave 
to him is to cleave: to our own happineſs, 


he 


* 
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he with us, oux Gop for ever. But to draw 
back from him, and forſake his ways, would be 
to incur the moſt ſhocking and complicated : 
guilt, and plunge our ſouls into the deepeſt 
perdition, Thus, in a word, our preſent 
comfort, our future and everlaſting felicity, 
our reaſon, our conſciences, every thing ſe- 
rious and ſacred, conſpire to enforce this 
important duty upon all that call upon the 
name of the Lord, and make any pretence to 
religion, Oh! that my heart may feel the 
animating power of this exhortation, and the 


many reaſons that ſupport it, and cleave, in- 
deed, 70 the Lord my God! 


Why is my heart ſo far INE thee, 

My Gov, my chief delight? 

Why are my thoughts no more by day 
With thee, no more, by night? 


Why ſhould my fooliſh paſſions rove, 
Where can ſuch ſweetneſs me.” 

As may be taſted in thy love, 
As may be found with thee ? 


WATTS» 


ME DITA. 
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| MEDITATION XI. 


7 have for the Lord always before me 
Pſal. xvi. 8. 


T*HIS was the language of David, and 
that not only with reſpect to himſelf, 
but to the great Meſiah alſo, in whom the 
words were more eminently ſulfilled; for He, 
in the ſtricted ſenſe, /t the Lorp always be- 
fore him. And this, more or leſs, is the caſe. 
of all the faithful and obedient followers of 
Chriſt, who partake of his ſpirit, and act 
upon the ſame principles; they alſo, in their 
degree, and ſo far as. his grace prevails in 


them, et the Lord alaways before them, 


Some notion of a Supreme Being even moſt 


of the heathens have always entertained : but 


their notions of him have been very obſcure 
and inconſiſtent. We, who enjoy a brighter 
diſcovery of him, have generally more clear 


and conſiſtent ideas of Gop, But even 


amongſt 
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amongſt us, there are but few, comparatively, 
who ſet the Lord always before them, But 
this regard to. Gop, and fenſe of his pre- 
ſence, enters into the character of every good 
man, in the , evangelical ſenſe of the word, 
and is eſſential to it; that is —he endeavours 
to get clear and juſt ideas of Gov —ſuch as 
may impreſs his heart, and effectually engage 
him in his ſervice—fill him with an holy fear 
and reverence of him, kindle in him a pure 
and ſupreme love to him; animate his obe- 
dience, encourage his hope, comfort his con- 
ſcience, and take him. off from any undue 
attachments to this world, to which he will 
be tempted. In a word, he endeavours to 
zealize to his mind the being and perfections 
of Gop, to bring the ſenſe of them near 
to his heart, and live always under their 
influence. 1 vets | 

To this end it is neceſſary to conceive pro- 
perly of, God, or entertain a right idea of 
him; that is, to conceive of him as we are 
taught i in his word ;—as, though a moſt holy 
and juſt Gop, of almighty power, and un- 
controulable authority, yet of infinite good- 
neſs and mercy, Or, as the prophet emphati- 
cally expreſſes it, a uſt. Gop, and à Saviour. 
In 


9 Bo 
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In order to this, we muſt behold him as he 
manifefteth himfelf in CHri, reconciling the 
world to himſelf by his ee, n. and 
interceſſion. 
Without this medium of male the 
eternal Majeſty, we could not, as guilty 
creatures, bear even the thought of him 
without the moſt alarming apprehenſions, if 
we were not abfolutely ſtupid. To all ſuch, 
while ſuch they reſolve. to be, r Gop is a 
conſuming fre; whom, inſtead of ſetting be. 
fore us as the object of our choice, our con- 
fidence and delight, as the text intends, we 
ſhould be glad to baniſh from our thoughts 
and apprehenſions for ever. It is in Jesvs 
we fee Gov in an amiable and deſirable 
light. But as he has revealed himſelf to us 
in this ſon of his love, it is our indiſpenſable 
duty, and our higheſt intereſt, to /t him 
-always before us. For this will be a moſt 
effeQual means of preſerving us from the 
prevailing power of temptation, and pre- 
'venting our falling into ſin; of animating us 
in all the various duties of life, ſupport- 
ing us under its afflictions, and of enabling 
us to look upon death and the eternal world 
with compoſ ure and even delight. 2 85 
Let 
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Let me then endeavour to learn who and 
what Gop is, from the repreſentations that 
he has given of himſelf in his holy word. 
—— Let me conſider him, though awfully 
juſt, yet reconciled in CHri t. Though he 
high and lofty one that inhabits eternity, yet 
condeſcending % Auel with him. quo. of an 
humble and contrite heart.—In a word, let me 

conſider him as the great author of my being, 
the father of my ſpirit, who, though juſtly 
reſenting my fins, is yet ready to forgive 
them, when 1 penitently | ſeek him, through 
faith in his ſon. Thus, while it is my duty, 
it will be my delight, to fer the Lord always 
before ne. I ſhall think of him with pleaſure; . 
1 ſhall love to realize the thought of his pre- 
ſence with me, and bring it near to my heart. 
And thuy I ſhall fear to ſin againſt him, ſhall 
delight to ſerve him; make his faithfulneſs, 
power, and mercy, my perpetual confidence, 
and xejoice continually in him, until I/ee: him 
at be it, in the light of the eternal world, 
without one momen's ark ne to on 
ts . * ies, * 
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MEDITATION XII. 


"Then Philip went down to Samaria, and 
preached Chrift unto them, Acts viii. 5. 


APP V Samaritans — Though when our 

Lord was upon earth, they worſhipped 
Pu knew not what, and were now bewitched 
with the religious juggles and ſorceries of 
Simon Magus; yet happy to have CHRIST 
. preached unto /them!—CurtsT, the anointed | 
of the FaTHzR, appointed to be his ſalva- 
tion to the ends of the earth, as one able and 
willing to /e unde the uttermoſi all that come 
unto Gop by bin; — to be inſtructed in the 
doctrine, perſon, offices, and fulneſs of Chriſt; 
his humiliation, in becoming the ſon of man; 
his ſufferings, crucifixion, and death, "as a 
ſacrifice for fin;——his reſurrection and aſcen- 
ſion to the right hand of Gop the efficacy 
of his righteouſneſs and ſpirit, the unſearch- 
able riches of his grace, the greatneſs of his 
79 0 and * triumphs of his power. 
535 "Theſe 
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Theſe were the chief themes of the apoſtles 
diſcourſes; the glad-tidings they brought to 
ſinful men; — theſe they took particular pains 
to diſplay, and urge upon the attention of 
their hearers. 


From hence they took occaſion to call them | 


ta repentance, faith, and obedience, — ſhew- 


ing the peculiarly ſtrong and endearing obli- 
gations they were under to theſe duties, from 
this view of the divine benevolence ;—adding; 


moreover, the awful and even tremendous . 


conſequences of rejecting theſe glad-tidings, 
and perſiſting in ISIS in u 5 this 


' mercy. 


And what a wiſe ** dai ſcheme | 


of religion is this! How honourable to the 


Dzity! How neceſſary, ſalutary, purifying, 


and delightful to us !—Haſt thou, my ſoul, 


ever felt the real quickening power of it? Is 
Ta1s CnRI1sST indeed thy Saviouk ? Wound- 
ed with a ſenſe of thy fins, haſt thou ever found 
the healing virtue of his moſt precious blood ? 
Polluted and depraved as thou art, haſt thou 


indeed been waſhed in this fountain, and re- 
ſtored to evangelical rectitude and goodneſs? 


The Samaritans embraced, and rejoiced in 


| N * news of ſalvation by Chriſt.— 


_— Thouſands | 
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Thouſands in Great-Britain (deſpiſe it. They 
had rather hear of any thing than of ſuch a 
Saviour. — They wiſh for happineſs, but they 
will not apply to Chriſt, and truſt in him for 
it; they deſire not the knowledge of him or 
his ways. They are ſo blinded with their 
own righteouſneſs, as to ſee no need of his; 
or ſo in love with their fins, as to chooſe ra- 
ther to continue in them, than be ſaved from 
them. Simon Magus himſelf could not more 
fatally and effectually deceive the poor Sa- 
maritans, than theſe. unhappy creatures de- 
ceive themſelves !—Oh ! that all who pretend 
to miniſter the word of life, would lay aſide 
their ſpeculative diſputes, and party notions, 
and ſet themſelves to preach Chrift crucified; 
the Wiſdom of Gop, and the Power of Gon.,— 
We might then hope to ſee dying religion 
revive, and the goſpel become indeed, -_ 
HO | Su Go 5 70 N 7 


MEDITA- 
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MEDITATION XIII. 


He that hath my commandments and keepeth 
* he it is that lovelb me. * "Jun XIV. 21, 


— * 
- * 99 * 


3 is ſupriſing to obſerve, that though the 
great teacher of our divine religion makes 
ſo great account of the Practical part, there 
ſhould be ſo many of his pretended followers, 
who make little or no account of it at all; but 
ſeem to think, if they call themfelves by the 
name of Chriſt, and eſpecially if they add to 


this, ſome particular zeal about the mere ap- 


pendages and external rites of Chriſtianity, or 
modes of faith, that they do all that is ne- 
ceſſary; — that they love the Saviour, and 
demonſtrate that love very ſufficiently, He 
himſelf, however, is of a very different mind, 
and tells us plainly, — that it is he only who has 
and keeps bis commands, that loves him indeed, 
and in truth.— That is he who is really and 
ſeriouſly ſenſible of his obligations to Chrift 
for his great * him.— The love of all WhO 
bi, F 2 5 love 


we 4 4 


za SHORT MEDITATIONS 


love the Lord JI Es us in ſincerity, ariſes from 


a believing view of his excellencies—as Gop 


manifeſt in our fals, humbling himſelf, and 


becoming obedient to the death of the croſs 
for them, out of pure benevolence ;- as poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the amiableneſs of the moſt per- 
fect moral character in himſelf; and as doing 
-the groan and moſt generous acts of kindneſs 
to them. And this divine affection, thus 


founded in the love of Chriſt, will ſnew itſelf 


in our keeping his commandments; particu- 
lacly, in ſtudiouſly conſidering what they are, 


their extent and importance endeavouring 
. to impreſs our minds with a due ſenſe of their 
excellency 


— living daily under their in- 
Auence —— cheriſhing that influence conti- 
nually in our hearts, and extending our re- 
gards to the whole of the divine will, ſo far 


as it is known to us. 


This ſhews our love to Chriſt, as - fe 


| Fane the cauſe; and is ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
in his eſtimation, that nothing elſe, not even 


the whole apparatus of religious rites and ob- 


ſervances, will avail to this purpoſe. | 
O my Gov ! ſuffer me not to impoſe upon 


f by mere pretenſions of love to thee; 
and my Bleſſed Saviour! ſuffer me not to reſt 


in 
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in any thing under that name, that has no 
foundation in a conviction of thy excellencies, 
no influence upon my heart and life in favour 
of true religion and virtue And, oh pity 
and forgive all my manifold failings, both in 
reſpect of my love and my obedience! I am 
aſhamed to think with what coldneſs I have 
treated THEE, thou BEST of BEIN GS! How 
little regard 1 have paid to thoſe perfections, 
that inſpire the holy angels, and the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect, with ineffable delight 
and rapture! and how poor and imperfect the 
beſt and faireſt fruits of my warmeſt affections 
are ! Give me, I beſeech thee, ſuch a ſenſe 
of my obligations to thee, and my once dying 
Redeemer, as may give new life to all the 
powers of my nature Let my heart feel, 
INDEED, the vital warmth, the animating | 
energy of thy love manifeſted in thy Son! 
Inſpired with this, I ſhall run the ways of 
thy commandments with more alacrity and 
pleaſure. — I ſhalb cleave to my Saviour 


with more ſenſible ſatisfaction; — live more 
above the influence of all the low, and little, 
trifling objects of my affection, which this 
world is continually tempting me with, and 
aſpire to that perfection of love and purity, 
F 3 EET 
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of righteouſneſs and joy, which thou haſt in- 
ſiured in a better word, to all that ſincerely 
love thee in this. | 
"$5: Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heaven, 
be And make their empty boaſt 
Of inward: joys and fins forgiven, 
While they are ſlaves to luſt. 


Vain are our fancies airy flights, 


i damn be cold and dead; 
None but a living power unites 
To n. the living —_—_ 


= Wpen from the curſe he ſets us free, 
He makes our natures clean, 
Nor would he ever come to be 
Ih he miniſter of ſin, 


Warts, 


——_ — > ————_ DE . — 
8 * I 
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; | | | 


MEDITATION XIV. 


As ye have received the Lord Jeſus C brif, » fo 
wall ye in him. 1 ee 


1 T is an eaſy matter to become Chriſtians, 
1 if calling ourſelves by the name of Chrift, 
and profeſſing a general aſſent to his doctrine 
be all; or even a ſpeculative {kill in diſputing 

about the truth of the goſpel, and a flaming 
zeal for ſome pecularities that happen to 
ſtrike our fancy, and make for our favourite 
party. But to live upon the grace and 
righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, and the love 
of God in him, as the ſpring of our ſweeteſt 
conſolations ;—— to obey, as well as believe, 

from the heart the form of found wordi—to 
all in Chrift Teſus the Lord, in which the 


real power of Chriſtianity, and its true cha- 
' . raQteriſtic conſiſteth; this is not ſo eaſy, but 


requires great care and watchfulneſs, pou 

and labour, as well as great grace. | 
To walk in Chriſt, is — to cleave to his 

oftrine, and maintain it in its genuine fim- 


PRs | 
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plicity ;—to follow his example, in his con- 
ſtancy and fervency in devotion, his univer- 
ſal benevolence, his ſincerity and faithfulneſs 
in every office, truſt, and relation, and his 
ſelf-denying virtues of meekneſs, humility, 
' temperance, patience, and juſt contempt of 
this world; — to depend on his fpirit and 
power, for the ſupplies of grace which we 
conſtantly need, and exerciſe our hope in his 
promiſes ;— promiſes that refer us to ſpiri- 
tual enjoymeats in a future world. This is to 
walk in Chriſt ; and thus to maintain our re- 
gards to Feſus Chriſt the Lord; thus to believe 
'and hve under the influence of his religion, 
is the point we ſhould endeavour to keep in 
view. For, indeed, without ſome good evi- | 
_ dence of our thus receiving the doQrine and 
grace of © Chriſt, and thus bringing forth the 
fruits of it, we cannot juſtly-claim the high 


and vine character of Chtiſtians; nor have 


any ſolid, rational, and ſeriptural title to _ 1 
- glorious privileges annexed to it. _ 
Take heed, therefore, O my ſoul, thou ao 
not deceive thyſelf here. Here, it is much 
to be feared, numbers do deceive themſelves, 
and are undone. Remember, there is no 
— in Chriſt without receiving him; 
RG | there 
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there can be no ſaving reception of him, 
without this effect, at leaſt Aifdfrion thus to 
walk in him; no true and genuine morality 
(according to the diſpenſation we /are under) 
but what ſprings from this grace and faith in 
him; — nor can there be any true and ge- 
nuine faith, where the heart feels no practical 
influence from the things believed. - Be it thy 
care, thy reigning care then, not to ſeparate 
what Gop has joined, but to find them more 
firmly and fully united: to embrace the doc- 
trine of Chriſt with a more lively and vigo- 
rous faith, and evidence that faith to thyſelf 
and the world, by the ſteadineſs and con- 
ſtancy, the extent and growing perfection of 
thy obedience. Nothing can be more incon- 
| fiſtent than to profeſs to receive the doctrine 
of Chriſt, as divinely true and important, and 
yet live in contradiction to it, walking after 
 the'courſe of this world with the children of diſ- 
obedience : it is trifling with the moſt affecting 
obligations and motives to holineſs, treating 
bim with the baſeſt ingratitude, and doing the 
greateſt injury to thy own immortal intereſt. 


MEDITA- 
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MEDITATION Xv. 


7 have ſet my King _ my 43% hill of Zion. 
Pfal. ii. 6. 


T HE Cm of Cheiſt is the chief, ſub- 
ject of the Bible. The deſcription of 


his perſons and excellencies, the plan of his 


government, the many inſtances in which it 


has from time to time been executed, are 


there opened to our view in-a vaſt variety of 


particulars, which ſpread a glory: over the 


whole of that divine book. 


The royal authority of Chriftis 3 


conſidered as reſpecting his ſubordinate cha- 


_  raQter, and the peculiar office and buſineſs of 


mediator between Gop and man, an honour 
Which the Father | confers... upon him; and 
which is elſewhere ſpoken of as founded in 
his eilen, and <p _ n. of it. 
Phil. ii. g. TO 


The ſubjects of. this „ are, all 4 


creatures of Gop in general, over whom he -. 


. Exerciſes a common providence ; or, his be- 


liering obedicat prog in particular, over 


"1 oY 


A I L iS 2 . whom 
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wow he exerciſes a mote 8 and gra- 
cious providence.— He governs the whole 
world, but even that government is particular- 
ly directed for the benefit of his people and 
the accomphſhment of his deſigns FOOTY 
their eternal Life. | 
The principal agent in this kingdom of 
Chriſt, is the Divixx Srizir as our In- 
ſtructor, Sanctifier, Comforter ; the holy angelt 
alſo are miniftring ſpirits ſent forth to minifter 
to the heirs of ſalvation, upon many 1mportant 
occaſions :—Wiſe, and good, and great mer 
are employed too in this ſervice; the one 
called by grace to teach-the true religion, and 
direct the affairs of the church; the other by 
Divine Providence, to protect the rights and 
privileges of ſociety, and preſerve the good 
order of the world. And even wicked mer 
and devils are ſometimes made uſe of as in- 
ſtruments, in the hand of this great Sovereign 
of all, to execute his purpoſes; he over. rules 
their malice and envy, their miſchievous 
power, and infernal ſubtlety, to accompliſh 
 thedeſigns of his infinite wiſdom. | 
Here we ſee a great deal of the faithful» | 
| neſs of ene in 3 _ his engage- 
| n 


| 
3 
N 

| 

. 

| 

| 


all his unparalleled ſufferings, raiſing him 


| celeſtial honours often runs through the dark 
_ vale of n and the moſt ee _ 


e . ſuch various and accumulated con- 


were ever raiſed to ſuch magniſicence and 


miny that may be caſt on my character, for 
my regards to his name and honour.— Let 


am indeed a joint heir with him of the riches 


© 
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from the dead, ſetting him at his own right 
hand, crowning him with honour and glory, 
and putting all things under his feet: -the 
evidence of which we have in the miracles 
that have been wrought in confirmation of 
the truth of the goſpel, and the ſalutary and 
ſurpriſing effects of its miniſtration. And thus 
we learn to truſt Gop too, and aſſure ourſelves 
that he will make good all his promiſes and 
——— to us. 

Here we are alſo. taught, that the road to 


dental. £7 
None ever ſuffered ſuch wont; or hay | 


tempt and ſcorn, as the Lord Jeſus ; and none 


glory. Let me then patiently bear Teproach | 
for his ſake, nor think much at any igno- | 


no meanneſs of condition afflict me, while I 
can hope upon goſpel grounds, that I have 
a part in his royal favour and friendſhip, and 


and 
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and glory of his kingdom. While ſo power- 
ful and gracious a ſovereign holds the reins 
of univerſal empire; while the very Fe/as that 


died upon a croſs for the ſalvation of ſinners, 


is the Lord, that reigns over all created na- 
ture, the Feſus who, I truſt, has loved me, 
and given himſelf for me; I have the utmoſt 
reaſon to- be eaſy and ſatisfied with every 
thing that befalls me, though ever ſo afflictive 
and diftrefling. I have nothing to fear, while, 
by humble and obedient faith, I live under 
dis protection. I have nothing that I agb 
to wiſh for or deſire, but he can and will be- 
Row upon me,—IfI am found in that way of 
duty he has appointed me, he will provide in 
« better manner for all my bodily wants and 
temporal neceſſities, than I could poflibly do 
myſelf. And while he thus takes care of my 
happineſs in this world, he has alſo pro- 
miſed to take care of it in the next. In this 
' gracious care I would therefore reſt. To his 
ſovereign authority T would bow); and in the 


| - hope of being for eyer with him in his king. 


Io of glory, 1 would N azo: | 
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MEDITATION XVI. 


The love of C brift betas US 
e N v. 146 


O ſubject more intereſting or delightful 
than the love of Chrift — nothing more 
deeply impreſſed the apoſtles mind, no- 
thing ſhould more deeply impreſs ours. It 
is the ſum and ſubſtance, the life and ſoul 
of all true religion. The diſcoveries. of it in 
the ſacred writings, are the moſt illuminating, 
quickening, purifying, comforting diſcoveries 
the Deity ever made, or will make, to man 
in this world. The bleſſings it has procured 
for us, are of the higheſt and moſt intereſting 
importance, and rendered to us in his freeſt 
and moſt gracious manner. : 
This love is entirely diũintereſſed, pure be- 
nevolence; and what has no parallel amongſt 


the children of men. The inſtances in which | 


it is expreſſed, particularly the incarnation, ' 
knee and death of Chriſt, are amazing 


8 rn 


Even 
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even to angels A thouſand things moſt 
glorious to the divine perfections, moſt awful 

and alarming, ſalutary and delightful to us; 
— things that tend to mortify our pride, and 
all our corruptiens, to heal our wounded con- 
ſciences, and inſpire us with the lively hopes 
of immortal bliſs, and actually inſure its en- 
joyments, are compriſed in the /ove of Chrin. 
No wonder then it is fo conſtraining ; — no 
wonder it prevails on ſuch numbers (would to 
Go they were greater!) to forſake their evil 
ways, and turn unto; the Lord with their 
whole hearts, and engage their warmeſt af. 
fections to him as the ſupreme good. It is 
impoſſible to believe, and contemplate ſeri- 
ouſly, the glorious character of the Divine 
Redeemer as exhibited in the goſpel ; to ſee 
him bumbling himſelf to live in our world, 
and pouring out his vital blood an offering for 
our fins, and not feel ſomething of its ſacred 
power and energy; or without being brought 
over to the fincere love of Gop, and obedi- 
ence to his will. 

The wonder is, that any one can read and 
think of theſe things, and in ſome ſenſe even 


believe them, and not feel their e 
Influence: . 


\ 
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If, therefore, we would ſeek the reaſon 
of our ſhameful coldneſs and indifference to 
the Saviour, remiſſneſs in duty, attachment 
to this world, and inattention to another, it 
may be found in our ignorance of Chriſt, and 
inſenſibility of the power of his redeeming 
love.—We have not thoroughly entered into 
the amiable excellencies, the glorious benevo- 
lence of the Saviour, ſo fully as we ought to 
haye done. May the Bleſſed Spirit. pour his 
divine light into our underſtandings, and 
zake of the things that are Chriſis, and Ge 
zhem unto us! May he quicken our benumb- 
ed powers, by impreſſing our hearts with the 
love of the Lord Jeſus! May we find a 
growing experience of its efficacy, to cheer 
and ſanctify our affections, and lead us to 
centre our wiſhes and hopes in thoſe high en- 
joyments of it, which he has promiſed us in 
another and better world, where we ſhall ſee 
it in all its baſe, 


LEM 
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MEDITATION XVII. 
Blaſſed is the man that maketh the Loxp his 
—_— Plſal. xl. 4. 

HE cob dien of n nature is 90 

dependent, that we feel it more or leſs 
continually; and, therefore, are continually 
looking out for ſome aſſiſtance; caſting qur- 
ſelves upon almoſt every thing that comes in 
our way, and ſeems but to promiſe us the 
leaſt ſuccour or ſupport. We carry about 


with us an opinion, that happineſs is ſome- 


where not in ourſelves; and as riches, power, 
and pleaſure ftrike us moſt readily and feel- 


ingly with the ſpecious ſhew of happineſs, we 


generally fix our attention there, and there 
make at leaſt our firſt trials. Experience, per- 


haps, ſoon convinces us, that we have miſtaken 
the point, and have been impoſed on by 


falſe appearances.— We turn our eyes to re- 
ligion; but even there the firſt things that 
uſually ftrike us, are the externals, or forms 
of f godlinefs, of various kinds, to which the re- 
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ligious prejudices or weaknefles of mankind 
have given a kind of ſanction; the 
warm and pleaſing deluſions of an enthuſiaſtic 
fancy ;—the gloomy and ſplenetic ſeverities 
of ſuperſtitioas melancholy ; — the cold and 
- Infipid round of dutv, that ſatisfies the indo- 
* lent ; — the furious zeal of the opinionated 
| Wk: ;—0r the party-coloured,' earthly-mind- 
ed devotion of thoſe who are deſirous of ſery.. 
ing both God and Mammon; jon ſome one, or 
more, or all of theſe, juſt as it happens to 
ſuit our taſte or caſt of mind, captivate our 
hearts, and become the idol of our confidence, 
and ground of our hope. of | happineſs. —So_ 
vain a thing is man, without the divine 
guidance ! 

But in ain, nd inkaite e 
to all theſe, the Pfalmiſt declares, that that 
man, and he only,. is truly bleſſed, who makes 


ze Lord his tral, And very juſtly ; for, as 


we elſewhere read, in the Lon po there is ever. 
lafting firength. —— With him are unfading. 
riches. and honour, grace and glory, and 


8 p every. good thing. —_He is able to help in 


every time of need; and is gracious and mer- 
ciful to give that help to all that ſeek it, and 


. truſt in him for 1 it, in the way of theue duty. 


£ * 1 | 2. he 
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The man, therefore, that renounces all other 
confidence, as to his ultimate hope of happi- 
neſs ;—looks to Gov, as reconciled through 
Chriſt;—is ſo. perſuaded of the power and 
goodneſs of Gop, as to commit himſelf and all 
his concerns to him, hoping in him for the ac- 
compliſhment of his gracious, promiſes; —he 
is the happy man indeed. For, by having his 
ſoul thus determined to that greateſt and beſt 
of. Bz1xGs,. he has the cleareſt evidence that 

bis religious pretenſions are genuine — leads 
others by his example to go and do likewiſe; 
is beſt prepared for all events, and knows 
how to make the beſt uſe of them; —enjoys 
all his delights, wich the higheſt ſatisfaction 
poſlible; — is preſeryed from finking- under 
trials, or falling by temptation ; — maintains 
the life and yigour of all his graces. and vir- 
tues the moſt effectually meets death with 
the firmeſt compoſure, and moſt aſſured ex- 
pectation of eternal life; — and, which e 
all, Hall not be. diſappointed. 8 

Not ſo the men of this world, who ar 
their portion in this life. They cannot even 
think of death in earneſt, without diſtreſs 
and terror. It is to them the dreadful enemy, 
| TY Ig deſtruction to all their 
i joy oh 
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| joys. They meet it, 1 if not with the inatten- 
tion and ſtupidity of the moſt dangerous de- 
luſion, with the moſt alarming dread of the 
conſequence ; — ſhrink back at the fearful 
darkneſs before them, catch hold of every flat. 

tering hope, though ever ſo feeble ;—till at 
laſt the awful power prevails,” and drags their 
reluctant and affrighted fouls ee the tri- 
bunal of the Almighty 


Let us not, therefore, any 1 call ks 


blefſed that #row not (he Lord, and have not 
made him their truſt, Let us no longer ſuffer 
ourſelves to be dazzled with the glare of the 
falſe pleafures of the world, or of mere ex- 
ternal and partial religion: but, with A ſe- 
rious ſenſe” of the utter inſufficiency of every 
| creature to make us happy, let us make the 
ETERNAL Gob our confidence. « — His wif- 
dom will be then our guide, his power our 
ptotection, and the light of his countenanee ö 
dur conſolation now, and our joy to all eter- 
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MEDITATION XVIII. 
5 thou not, for I am with N be not dif- 


mayed, for I am thy Gon; I voll Arengthen 
tbee, yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 


thee with 1 5 band EY, my righteouſneſs. ' 


: 6 I x11. 10. 


T* HE: whole conſolation. of the voſ pet is 
-, compriſed in theſe, divine words; grace 

TM glory, all the good we want in time and 
eternity ; all the bleſſings of the new and gra- 
cious covenant, are here. A preſent Gon, 
as aur Gop ; and with ſuch ſinful creatures; 


what amazing condeſcenſion and ' goodneſs is 
. this! — it implies, complete / ſalvation made 
over to us; — that. Gop is, indeed, recon- 
. Ciled in Crit; and though a jg Gop, yet 
alſo a Saviour. But to whom are theſe words 


| ſpoken? — not to the obſtinate and impeni- 
tent; at leaſt no further than as means to 


7 awaken and draw them. to repentance—but 


to the thats ee. diſtreſſed ſin- 


ner. 


- 
— — — 


% SHORT MEDITATIONS 


ner, who feels his ſin and miſery, and deſires 


above all things to be reconciled to Gop ;— 


to all ſuch they are more immediately and 


particularly addreſſed, as a means of ſupport 
in preſent diſtreſs, preparation for the future, 
and aſſurance of complete deliverance from 
all at laſt. Hereby the wiſdom, power, love, 
and all the perfections of Deity, the virtue 
of the Redeemer's blood, and the grace of 


the Divine Spirit, are engaged in their 


favour, — 
What reaſon, what an reaſon then, 


have all ſuch as bate their ſins, and ſeek de- 
Hverance from them indeed, to diſmiſs all 


their anxious, weak, dittroſtful fears, and to 


fit down in every condition of life, though 
ever ſo afflictive, with this heart. reviving | 


conclufion My God, my gracious father, 


and beſt friend, is here; here to help, to ſup- 
port, to ſtrengthen, and, in his due time, to 


deliver me; — to enſure me of complete vie- 


tory and triumph over all my ſpiritual ene- 
mies, all the evils of life, and even death it. 


| ſelf. — Yes, the AaLiL.sUreIcient AND 


MosT GRACIous Gob is preſent with me 


With this kind defign——Oh! what unutter- 
able conſolation is this !—While I can look 
19 . | 7 o 
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to ſuch a near, almighty helper ; while ]z. 
HOVAH is my ſun and my ſhield, my light 
and my ſal vation; — while I can feel my foul 
cleaving to him, can realize his love and 
power, and reſt upon his ſacred word, —why 
ſhould I fear what man, or all the powers of 
hell and darkneſs can do againſt me! With 
ſuch a text as this in my Bible, hew is it that 
Iam ſo apt to deſpond, and fink under 

burdens ?P—to ſtart at every little difficulty, 
and almoſt. draw back from my duty, terrified 
by the appearances of danger. — Is not the 
almighty Gob -Ivith ue, to ſtrengthen and 
ſave me ?—Is not Ei word to be depended 
upon, as the moſt ſure and unchanging ve- 
rity If there be not ſupport and conſo- 
lation here, where is it poſſible to be found 
Let me then be. continually with Gop in 
prayer, praiſe, meditation, watchfulneſs, and 
us will be continually with 6e; — let me 


. humbly and dutifully rely upon nu, and 


be will zever leave me nor forſale meg but guide 
me by his counſels, and at laſt receive me to 
his glory. Oh 1 that I could live more by 
faith on theſe conſolating words, and pa- 
wy wat: for the On: wad Gov! | 


x 1 9 : 1 i 4. of i 


MNIE DITA. 
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& . : 


MEDITATION XIX. 


; Ho hath freed thee, O man, what is . 
and aubat doth the Lord require of thee, but to ds 
 fuſbice, 'to me Og and. to walk humbly with 


= Hy Gow * 333 e vi. 8. 


| Hen mh is 9 6 TIP ae. 
ſcenfion of the ever-bleſſed Gov to be 

_ admired and adored Had we been left to 
our own wiſdom, to find out the grand expe- 
dient of reſtoring us to our Gop, and to our 
happineſs, en we have done ? * 
method could we poſſibly have thought of ?— 
| eſpecially while we. kept theſe two great truths 
in our view, viz. that Gop is moſt holy and 
righteous; and that we are extremely vile 
and unworthy: what, in all the compaſs of 

human thought, could have anſwered to theſe 
truths, or have done ſufficient honour to the 
divine retitude, as concerned in the govern- 


ment of the world, and delivered our con- 


- ſciences from their reaſonable and Juſt fears ? 
Should we think of offering to the DEI 
r 8 2 | | | | 3 the 
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the moſt rich and numerous ſacrifices? 
Theſe were all his before, and could have no - 
excellency in them worthy. of his acceptance 
upon ſuch an occahop,z — or even the firſt 
born of our bodies, the ; deareſt partners of 
our own fleſh and blood ?— This would be an 
of repentance and reformation. of life, but 
what could this do towards repairing | the 
wrongs we have done to the rectoral wiſdom 
and holineſs of ſo great a: BELNG ?-— This re- 
pentance would be imperfect at beſt, and the 
more, as wanting the proper motives to it 
from divine reha. n * afforance of | 
Forgiveneſs. _ 
The obedience N 1 1 of fuck 
a perſon as the Son of God, we might tea - 
ſonably think adequate to the point in queſ- 
tion; — but how could we know Go had 
ſuch a fon-?—or, if we could, we ſhould be 
at a Joſs to know which way he ſhould be- 
come ſuch, a ſactiſiee as the caſe required, = 
_ unlefs Gop himſelf ſhould inform us. 
Bleſſed, therefore, for ever bleſſed be his 
name, that he has made this diſcovery ! 
pointed us to the Lamb, that takes away the 
"a af che world !—ſhewn us the nature / and 
| H cc 
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at 
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4 excellency 'of his" ſacriſce; and how, and 
which way, we are to expect a ſaving intereſt 
In it; even by attending to, and believing in, 
the revelation he has been pleaſed to make 
of his gracious mind concerning it; and, in 
conſequence of that, doing jftly, loving mercy, 
and walking humbly avith our GOD; vit. paying 
ſuch a regard to God, to ourſelves; and to our 
fellow-creatures, as he requires of us; hum- 
_ bly depending upon the gracious influences 
of the Divine Spirit to enable us to do ſo; 
and "humbly, teferring ourſelves to the Great 
Redeemex's mediation and worthineſs for our 
acceptance, and the reward of eternal life. 
This is the ſum of what he has ſhewn' us. 
Oh how good in him, to make ſo neceſſary 
and effectual a proviſion for our happineſs, 
and diſcover it ſo clearly to -us! —— How 
reaſonable and fit in us to embrace it with 
, gratitude and joy, as the conſolation and life 
of our fouls! —— and how {ſurely to be de- 
pended upon, for the anſwering chat 58 
valuable wer important nd! ot el. | 
Strange! that we; who are vndonle e out 
this goodneſs of Gop, ſhould be no more af- 
Feed with it; and that it ſhould produce ſo 
-*  ittle of mY love to we? which he demands! 
Wand | Let 
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Let us take heed, leſt this awful, this delight- 
ful diſcovery of the majeſty” and mercy of 
Gop, does not riſe up in the judgment to 
come againſt us, and condemn us! for heavy 
indeed muſt that ſentence of condemnation 
fall, which men draw upon themſelves, by 
loving darkneſs rather than light; the, light 
that ſhews them a reconciled Gop, and leads 
them to, immortal life's and gd glory, 1 * 
I on N | 
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Hen big yas) tht, - Ads xxiv. 5 
HERE is a 9 10 alt men, N 
pleads the cauſe of religion and virtue, 
nde e at leaſt : and though ' miſerably 
blinded and ſtupiſied by ſin, and borne down 
by the pride and corrupt paſſions of the: heatt, 
it will occaſionally exert its power and antho- 
rity to chaſtiſe the ſinner. Hence very few 
can think of living, much leſs - of ding, 
without ſome pretences to religion, and ſome 
purpoſes of gepentance. Artful; and deſign. 
ing men are particularly, aware of this, and 
take the advantage it gives them, to lead 
their hearers into ſuck nations and practices 
as beſt ſuit with their views, and may moſt 
effectually, impoſe vpon them. Inſtead there- 
fore of reaſoning about rightrauſpeſs, temperance, 
and judgment to come, they harangue upon topics 
better adapted to the ſuperſtitious taſte and 
aan «H prejudices 
N 5 
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prejudices of mankind; and very often take 
great pains, to degrade reaſin, and exclaim, 
not only againſt the abiſe, but even the 2ſe of 
it in the concerns of religion; as if, becauſe 
ſome have exalted human reaſon above divine 
revelation, it was neceſſary to eee it even 
below the inſtinct of brut es.. 
BZut we ſee: the apeftles; thoſe kn alen 
| ae of the divine word, choaſe to rea- 
Jonthe coſe with ſuch as they would lead to 


Chriſt, and his holy religion. They [addreſs 


their undetſiandings and conſciences, not their 
ſuperſtitious prejùdices, and weak imagina- 
tions; - endeavour to convince and perſuade 
them af the greatneſs of- the evil of ſin, and 
the infinite danger that attends a continuance: 
in it; and ſo lead them to a ſolid and rational 


hope in CHRIST, as the only and all- ſuſſicient 


deliverer from both. And from the topies 
ſuggeſted in our text, righteonſnaſe, lemperauce, 
and judgment to came, they may: find A —_ 
abundance of matter for. the purpoſe. 


By che word rig büengſnef here, 8 


into a view of the abhſdlutely perfect nectitude 
of the Divine | Nature; or, to conſider the 
great and bleſſed Gon as a BRING of. ſpot- 
leſs purity and W ae v righteous in ath his 

+24 H 9 | Tuch, 
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ment againſt fin, as gives us the moſt alarming: 
ideas of the juſtice of God, and his reſolution 
to puniſh ſin; and with ſuch diſplays of the 
divine compaſſion to finful man, as affords the 
moſt affecting motives 2 the 
moſt ſolid ground for hope. 8 'X bn 


# 
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due, au help in all his cue; our ene 
Lord, Lawgiver, and Judge: to conſider 'our- 


felves as under the moſt ſacred obligations to 


univerſal righteouſneſa, or perfect obedience 
to the will of Go; and yet as ſhamefully 


deficient in it, and righteouſſy expoſed to 


Mediator, and the infinite worth and dignity, 
perfection and ſuitability, of that xi mT ROWE 
unss of the Lord Jesus CRisr, afiſing 
from his entire obedience to his father's/ will, 
even to the death of 'the-croſs, A RIGHTE- 


ousnRsG, manifeſted under ſuch circumſtances, 


and with ſuch diſcoveries of the divine reſent- 


The doctrige and . an Allo 
are ſo reaſonable in themſelyes, ſo worthy of 
the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, ſo ſalutary 
to us, and fo neceſſary to eben our preſent 


happineſs ; and all «enforced ſo ſtrongly by 


the example of . e to afford. 


£5 32 ak +244 8 FL. ** | . Us, 


N 
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us, on the one hand, very ſerious evidence of 
cor guilty deficiencies; and on the other, 
very powerful arguments ar aur . 
and return to our duty. 5 

All theſe conſiderations are N home 

to our hearts with awakening power, and en- 
forced with awful energy, by the conſidera- 
tion of the juD@MENT ro CoME! for, it is 
the judgment of that great INGO WO gave 
us exiſtence, and upholds us in it; and who, 
poſſeſſed of infinite: perſections, has an indiſ⸗ 
entering into every circumſtance of our cha- 
racters, and reaching the moſt ſecret thoughts 
of our hearts: —it will be alſo urivegſal, and 
reſpect | every individual of manleind; all, 
both ſmall and great, from the greateſt prince 
to the meaneſt/ ſlave :— it will be nal, and 
without appeal; and be attended with con- 
_ ſequences infinitely happy, indeed, to the 
righteous; but, to every finally impenitent 
ſinner, beyond all deſcription terrible, and 
yet every way inevitable TEES 

| Surely, nothing in all the world can be 
more juſtly alarming to a guilty creature's 
mind, than ſuch an interview with his maker, 
the great and . Gop ; nothing better 


1 1 
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adapted to awaken his reaſonable fears, and 
convince him of the neceſſity of repentance 


and faith in Chriſt, than the thought of 5 
pearing before the Ar Mienvrr, fitting in 
judgment upon his ſoul; a judgment, chat, | 


without his repentance, ſhall conſign him to 


the moſt fearful and remedileſs 'perdition ! 
How dangerous chen, may>we juſtly: reaſon, 


muſt it be to provoke the diſpleaſure of this 


very j UDGE,) by wilful continuance in known 
fins And, at a tribunal ſo awful as this, 
pear, with which the ſinner now fo eaſily im- 


poſes on his own deluded conſcience! But 


how happy for him, that his j uD ſtill con -· 
tinues to warn him . * Ser 1th TR 
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MEDITATION xX1. 


9 trembled, rd POTTY Ge Sas. 
far this time; when een 
* ee thee, 0%) Ads Air. ” 
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of men is ſometimes extremely evident, 
even where there are no ſaving effects pro- 
duced by it; and the moſt wicked and ahan- 
doned are often compelled to acknowledge its 
capital and leading truths; at the very time 
they reſolve: to act in direct contradiftion to 
them. This was the caſe of that wicked and 
unhappy governor Felix; and it is the caſe 
of thouſands amongſt us. The eloſe reaſon- 
ing, und warm addreſs of the apoſtle, upon 
the intereſting ſubjects of rigbieosſueſi ume. 
rance, and judgment to come, ſo penetrated the 
conſcience of this hardened tranſgreſſor, this 
- daring; proſligate in | exalted life, that he 
diſcovered the greateſt emotions of concern 
and fear; implying, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
the ſenſe of his guilt; and the moſt alarming | 
— of the conſequences. And yet, 
inteng 


1 


by, at ſome. 


; SHORT, MEDITATIONS: 


| instead of aRing. agreeably. to theſe convic- 
tions, and defiring the apoſtle to inform him 
what be ſhould du to be ſaved; how he might be 


delivered from the power of his fins, and find 
pardon and acceptance with Goo, he deſires 
him, though in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
to withdraw; and endeavours to diſguiſe the 
real ſentiments of his heart, by promiſing to 
ſend for him again at ſome more convenient 

ſeaſon. |; Thus giving at once the ſtrongeſt teſti. 


mony, next to real repentance, to the juſtneſs 


of the japoſtle's reaſoning, and the divinity 
of bis doctrine; and tacitly confeſſing the 

prevailing, depravity of his o-nn heart, and 
tis determined averſion to the practice of 
true religion. His conſcience told him he 


was wrong, and that the conſequence of per- 


gree tremendous: but his vicious inclinations 
and appetites; his love of the pleaſures of 


ſinz tis attachment to this world; his fear 


of the reproaches and ridicule of his friends 
and companions in ſin; and, perhaps, his 
flattering himſelf that he might repent by and 
more favourable juncture, all con- 
_ t0,0ppole the pleas rene oft 
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conſcience, and to induce him 1 act in che 
fooliſh and inconſiſtent manner he did. 

Happy would it be for mankind, ic this 
was the only inſtance of ſuch extreme folly 
- and wickedneſs. © But, alas l it is to be feared 
this is the caſe with numbers, : They hear:of 


rightebuſneſs, ' temperance, and judgment to come ; 
their reaſon and conſciences are convinced 


of the truth and importance - of what thoſe 
words imply ;—they are convinced that they 
are ſinners; that they muſt give an account | 


of themſelves to Go Ihe judge of all; that 
their condition in the future and eternal 
world depends upon their prevailing temper 
and character in this z—that what Gop has 
teſtiſied concerning his ſon Jeſus, and the 


neceſſity of a penitent and obedient. faith in 
him, is 2rae ; and that the merey that way 
revealed to them is worthy of all accepta- 


tion; and yet after all, they reſolve till 


to continue in their unrighteouſneſs, and in- 
temperance, and to indulge themſelves in 
every deſire of their. depraved hearts, within 
their reach, in ſpite. of all thoſe couvictions, 


and in the very face of the jupGmanTt or 


Gop,; threatning them with everlaſting, de- 
| Gs 185 his * a -beſt only fat - 


tering 


a . "y 


5 
bf 
* — — . 
# oh hs —_ "i 


N 1 q . 
is. \ _ 9 * 7 9 
5 CEC rae — a A 
Apt G p 6 — _ 
4 2 * — 
1 5 *. PT — 


ee: — 
P pies 
8 r 


8, SHORT, MEDITATIONS 


_ tering themſelves with anſwering to thoſe con- 
victions, and flying from the dreadful conſe- 
quences of the divine judgment, by repent- 
ance, at ſome more agreeable ſeaſon yet to 
come. Shocking deluſion! How ſtrongly evi- 
dential of the depravity of the human na- 
ture, its blindneſs, weakneſs, and averſion to 
pure religion and evangelical virtue; and 
eonſequently of the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
the divine grace to enlighten and purify, ſub. 
due and change the heart, and! give a differ- 
ent bias to all its governing powers! And 
what a mercy is it chat this grace is free, to 
all that ſee their need of it, and ſeek it in 
the way pointed out in the goſpel! For there 
we are told, that we are not more ready to 
give good gifts to thoſe moſt near and dear to 
us, than our heawvenly Father bis holy ſpirit 10 
_ "them that aſe it; and that ⁊ubeſoe ver will, may 
come and take f the water of life freely. 

As means leading us to the actual enjoy- 


ment of this grace, it is of the firſt conſe- 


-quence, that we are thankful to Gov for ſuch 
; convictions ;—that we fall in with them, che- 
riſh them, and follow their light, as leading 
us to Chrift ; that we endeavour to remem- 
ber, FIRE UE: minds, chat our 
2 REASON 
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AEASON and CONSCIENCES 
powers, and plead the cauſe of Gop and re. 
ligion, of virtue and | happineſs ;—and that, 


however overborne for the prefent by the ſo- 


are immortal 


licitations of our corrupted paſſions, and the 
temptations of the world, they will prevail 
at laſt, and bear down all oppoſition, and 
God himſelf approve and confirm their plea ; 


if not in meren in thif world, moſt certainly in 
judgment in the nexj.——— To theſe conſidera- 


tions and endeavours ſhould be added, the 
daily and ſerious ſtudy of the Bible, and con- 
ſtant prayer to Goo, in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, pleading with him his gracious 
promiſes, and truſting in' them. 

And who can think any pains too great in 
ſuch a caſe as this? Eſpecially when he con- 
ſiders the infinite worth of his ſoul, and its 
immortal intereſt; the ſhort and uncertain 
duration of the pleaſures of ſin; how degrad- 


ing to his nature; how fruitful of miſery in 
| ak world, and how utterly ruinous in the 


And when he conſiders how truly amia- 


ws virtue is, which the goſpel of Chriſt 


teaches him ; how great the conſolation of a 


real intereſt in his redeeming grace; and ho- 
ſure, how abundant and glorious the joys of 
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the everlaſting kingdom, to which the Re- 
deemer has promiſed to conduct him! — In- 
ſuch a view of things, it is eaſy to ſee on 
which ſide our true intereſt lies, and that it 
is infinitely important. How amazingly infa- 
tuated then muſt the heart be, that can delibe- 
rately act in contradiction to ſuch convie- 
tion!!! —— Great, and merciful Gos, grant 
that while I read theſe reaſonings in favour of 
my duty to thee, and my own eternal feli- 
| city, I may, indeed, feel the power of thy 
grace accompanying them, and practically 
conclude, that no ſeaſen can be ſo, convenient 
at the preſent to repent and return unto wn | 
and caſt ber at ns feet of * n 


Where can the guild 55 cw be found, 
However great and high, 7 405 

Who from his caxſcience and his « Gow, wh 
N nen 848 to 515 15 

Een Felix, ju * feels within. 512 its 
The fin-avenging power 

11 ee and owns 8 age 4 ts 

. Tho? fill he ſhuns the hour. 
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MEDITATION XXII. 


Un fe thy law bad Ws my delight, I Gould 
. then have peri bed in my affliction. 


_ Pal, crix. 92. 


I T is of very great importance to know 
how to conduct ourſelves in a fate of ad- 
verſity; and to that end to have our minds 


furniſned with proper principles of conduct, 


and proper ſources of ſupport and conſolation. 
For want of theſe things we are often very un- 
happy in ourſelves, very troubleſome to thoſe 
about us, and very affronting to our Gop. 
The generality of wiſe and thinking men 
have been ſo ſenſible: of this, that many of 
them have made /it their particular ſtudy to 
Adiſcover ſuch principles of conduct, and ſuch 
ſources of ſupport and conſolation, as the 
preſent afflicted ſtate of human nature re- 
quired. They have called in the aids of rea- 
ſon and philoſophy, and have ſaid a great 


many juſt and uſeful things upon the ſubject. 
ö 1 e But, 
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But, where a divine revelation has been want- 
ing; or, if enjoyed in ſome leſſer degree, has 
been obſcured with the falſe reaſonings and ſu- 
perſtitious fancies of ignorant and fooliſh men, 
there has been always a very great defect in the 
reſult of their inquiries; and they have not 
been able to diſcover the true road to happineſs 
through the dark and dreary Thades of adver- 
fity. If they have found any conſolation at 
all, it has been that only, which is deluſory 
and yain : the ſhadow inſtead of the ſubſtance ; 

which has always diſappointed their hope in 
extremities. Philoſophy, even though aſſiſted 
by the traditiohary remains of the ancient 
revelation, has never been able to furniſh out 
any expedients in this eaſe, but what have 
deen crude and indigeſted, intonfiftent and 
ineffectual. The Epicitreans and Stoics went 
upon very different principles, and took very 
different methods, to bear up under the cala- 
mities of liſe; and though ſupported and en- 
couraged by all the pride of their reſpective 
ſects, they both miſerably failed, and often 
ſhamefully expoſed the weakndls and folly of 
their boaſted wiſdom. 

Io plunge into the deeps of ſenſual «delight, | 
| and * 9 Wl the lower powers 

| > 
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of nature, however it may ſtun: the ſenſations 
of grief for the preſent; or, by amuſing the 
Imagination, give. a. temporary eaſe to the 
pains we feel under any calamity, can neither 
remove the cauſe. of them, prevent their re- 
turn, nor bear away the mind itſelf out of the 
reach of its own painful reflections upon them, 
and their conſequences. Nor will the ſubtleſt 
reaſonings upon fate and deſtiny; the utmoſt 
endeavours to perſuade myſelf that 1 have no 
feeling, and that pain is not pain, give me 
any real eaſe ina fit of the ſtone; or make | 
me feel that I am not unhappy, when I have 
loſt the deareſt friend of my heart, whoſe wiſ- 
dom was my guide, and whoſe ſympathy uſed 
. to. ſoften all my. woes. However any of theſe 
may ſerve a preſent occaſion, or afford a 
Mort relief under the leſer evils of life, they 
will be found nothing, and worſe than no- 
thing in the greater; particularly in the arti- 
cle of death, and juſt pennen of what 
muſt follow. nel, 

The Epicure, by repeated. indulgenees,| in 
the pleaſures of the animal, impairs the no- 
bler powers of reaſon; robs himſelf of thoſe 
more refined enjoyments they would. afford 
bim; ſinks by degrees into a ſtate of bruta- 
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9 SHORT MEDITATION'S 


ty; Toads his body with diſeuſe, and his 
nume with infamy z and at laſt tnobts the hour 
of his ditfolutiem, Uther with irrational ſtupi- 
Qity, or nminly terror 3 while the uffectedly 
unfeeling S hie, bone down by the variety und 


Yreatheſs of his ealamftles, loſeth himſolf In. 


this falſe reaſoninge ; finks under dis burden, 
and us 'the liſt deſperate effort for Lonkola- 
Udd, plubges 'the fatal dagger into His meurt! 


- wes Gs. appears the propriety and juſtioe 
If the Pſalmiſt's remarkwUnle/s thy laub bad 


Dern ty delight, I Hooulu then hizve J r 
afin. 


The bock of God, weng Deny others 
| E hence, f is admirably calculated for the ur. 


miſting of our 'tiiinds with the beſt principles 


of conduct; the moſt effectuul ſdurces of con- 
ſolation under every afffiction that can poffi- 
iy befall us; yea, againſt the terrors of death, 
And the eternal world, beheld in 'their dleareft 
und ſtrongeſt liglit. Aud it im 0 ane derable 
part of the evidence that proves it of divine 
original, chat its ddetrines, precepts, promiſes, 
ate adapted ſo perfectly to the real feel- 


ings of our natute, and the neceſſity of out 


| _ aſt fo eſſQually teach us that 


wiſdom, 5 


A 
& 
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wiſdom, which the wifeſt of men, without it, 
have fought in vain. Particularly— 
i It 'teaches us to conſider affliction and death 
as, indeed, the appointments of the great 
— of the world, whoſe will is not to 
de rofRe8); bur 4s Wpotetmetd ander de 
conduct of his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and deſigned for our real advantage; — | 
that 18, defrgned as effectual remedies againſt 
the moral weakneſs and depravity of our na- 
tures to lead us to apply our hearts to the 
*ady of true wiſdom; — to raiſe dur ideas 
of happinefs inſinitehy above the enjoyments 
of this world, and check the tod ſtrong ten- 
dency of dur ufſection te them to render 
moral evil, which is the ſpring from whence 
all natural evil flows, our greateſt aveiſion ; 
to purify our hearts, and diſpoſe them to reliſh 
the divine pleaſures of religion and virtue, 
the favour of God, the Ive of Obris, and 
the bleſſings of his fal vation. This divine 
book àſſures us, that Gop himſelf rikes par- 
ticular notice of our ufflictions; intereſteth 
"'hitnfeff in them; will giye us ſtrength to bear 
them; and reward our patience and reſigna- 
tion with fo much the more abundant felicity. 
It ſets hefbre us a cloud of wirneſſes, with His 


' own 


% 


92 8H ORT M EDITATIONS 
own. bleſſed and glorious Son at their head, 


\ who endured @ great fight of affiiftion ; bore. up 
under the moſt complicated and dreadful ca- 


lamities, with a. dignity. of mind, that no 


other ſet of men in the world could ever 
equal: : and this by depending upon the wiſ⸗ 
dom, power, goodneſs, and fait fulneſs of 
God, and the aſſurances of his wWörd. That 
book alſo teaches the afflicted mind, the true 
nature and deſign of | our” preſent ſufferings, 


and how, they. may not only be beſt, and moſt 
eaſily borne, but how they may be improved to 


ſome of the moſt valuable purpoſes of life; 
and, at the ſame time, opens to its view the 


glorious recompence of reward in the future 
ſtate; and gives it the, ſtrongeſt, and moſt, in- 
. dubitable aſſurances, that, ALL, who through 
faith. and patience, ſubmit to the hand of Gop, 

and wait his pleaſure, ſhall find their afflic- 
tions, however long and heavy, avark for them 


4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of. glory. 


Happy then the man, who firmly, and with 


4 all his heart, believes the contents of his 
. Bible as the word of the Livixe Gop; who 
: —— I to. happineſs. there pointed 
out; who truſts and depends upon the pro- 
miſes there made to him; and makes it his 
5 . ſtudy 
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| ſtudy and care to conform to the precepts 
and rules of conduct there appointed ;—who - 
draws his comforts from theſe ſources, and 
makes them indeed his delights This man 
+ will not, cannot peri in his affliftion, be 
it ever ſo great. Though he fall, be ſhall 
not be utterly caſt down, for the Lord upholdeth 
him with bis hand, He ſhall not ſink into de- 
ſpair ; ſhall not be left without, at leaſt, the 
ſupporting preſence of his Gop, while tis 
trials laſt ; — nor, ordinarily, without ſome 
real experience of thoſe. peculiarly delightful 
_  confolations, Which are in Chrift Feſus. De then 
the Jaw. of ' Gop thy delight, O my ſoal: 
apply to theſe never-failing ſprings. of conſo- 
lation in all thy afſlictions; humbly reſt upon 
tdbe divine faithfalneſs, and wait Wee for 
the ee ane. 


Teach n me, 0 8 8 wright, 
Of all thy ways z and fee |: 

| Theo hfe's dark ſcenes the heavenly light | 
e teads he ſoul to thee ! 
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MEDITATION XXIII. 
\The Lord i is 8 Artherd, 1 Soll not want. 
| „ iii. 1. 


F all the creatures oye earth, man is 
the moſt neceſſitous; and; left to him- 
Fo the moſt ignorant of the nature of his 
true happineſs, and -how to' purſue it with 
ſucceſs. It muſt therefore be a book of great 
[exeellency that can inform us, with certainty, 
Where all our wants may be ſupplied ; how we 
may be delivered from all the miſeries we 
feel and fear, and our happineſs be complete 


* 
WI, 4 


in its degree and duration. This book is the 


BIST E. There the ſupreme good is propoſed 
to us for this purpoſe. There the zTERNAL 
_ Gov deelares' bimſelf willing to beſtow the 
bleſſings of his paternal love upon us. And 
many, and moſt: » graciouſly "condeſcending, 

are the ways his infinite wiſdom has taken to 


. . repreſent this great and intereſting truth. He 


not only tells us of his almighty power and 


. mercy ; expatiates on the perfections of his 


. rr N as AR Lord and poſſeſſor of earth and 


— ü 1 A + i 299885 
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he 
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heaven, and aſſures us of a welcome, when- 
ever we humbly apply to him, and ſeek his 
favour: but, to encourage our application to 
him, he ſometimes condeſcends to repreſent 
himſelf in characters the moſt - gracious and 
familiar to us; expreſſive of the greateſt at- 
tention to our intereſt, and into which we 
enter with the greateſt eaſe and ſenfibility,— 
. Such is the paftoral character which the Pſal- 
miſt applies to him in the text—The- Lord is 
my /hepherd.—— What was intended by this fa- 
miliar repreſentation of the great IEH¹OVAH, 
this divine writer, who was once himſelf a 


ſhepherd; very well knew: particularly, that 


it implied peculiar tenderneſs and concern 
for the health, proſperity, and ſafety of the 
flock; and a peculiar intereſt in it. Thus, 
while he familiarized, he realized, the idea of 
the divine wiſdom: and goodneſs, care and 
faithfulneſs; with reſpect to himſelf; or, that 


dhe great J=Hovan/ would guide him in all 


his right ways; would protect him from all 
bis enemies; would heal all his ſpiritual diſ- 
eaſes; ſupport him in all his trials and fa- 


tigues z refreſh, comfort, delight his ſoul, and 
at laſt ſully and eternally perl it Wee tho 


proviſion of his grace. 
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bis he was ſure of, becauſe he verily be- 
lieved that the great Gor. was perfectly ac. 


quainted with all his neceſſities, and knew 


how and in what manner to ſupply them the 


moſt effectually; that the ſtores of the di- 
vine goodneſs were inexhauſtible, and every 
way adapted to his caſe, and capable of an- 
ſwering to every circumſtance of it; and 
that Gap had actually and ſolemnly engaged 
to take care of his happineſs; — had redeem- 
ed him, and ſet him apart for. himſelf; — had 
many ways intereſted himſelf in his welfare; 


and had even pledged his truth and faithful. 
| neſs, in many gracious declarations and pro- 
miſes, to make his ſelicity camplete and eter- 


nal; ſo that he ſhould, indeed, not æuant either 


grace or glom, or any good” thing: but that 


even his affliftions ſnould turn out ſome of 

his greateſt mercies and enlarge his bliſs. 
And this, in ſubſtance, is the very aſſurance 

which the divine word gives to every true be- 


lever: theſe pleaſing repreſentations of 


Good, and his grace, are made to every one, 
who penitently fonſales his ſinful aways and 
thoughts, and turnt 10 ibe Lord; and cleaves to 
him with his whole heart, in divine faith, 
e and obedience; they have all the ſame 
22771 8 


K 


91 * feed, and take my conſtant reſt 
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general grounds and reaſons to aſſure them. 


ſelves that they alſo ſhalFnot-want, becauſe 
Go is alſo their ſhepherd, will care for them, 
never leave them nor forſake them, and be- 
ſtow even himſelf upon them as their everlaſt- 
ing portion, their exceeding. great reward. 
May this Gon be my /hepherd too, and take 
me under his care as one of the Heep of his 
paſture { Then how poor and mean ſoever I 


may be in this world. J. Pall not nant any 


thing really neceſſary to my happineſs here or 
hereafter, for I ſhall indeed dwell in the honſe 
oe 1 beg n eur. Ur | 

"The aeg, on An is: 
4 My ſoul: no want ſhall know; 
Hle leads me to the gentle ſtreams, 
5 Where living waters flow. | 


Amidſt the rich repaſt _ 
His goodneſs does prepare, 


Beneath his watchful care. OM 


bee be he Gb, Ry. | bot 
1075 om takes ſuch tender name 
My heart rejoices in Wee... 
17 My tongue his praiſe pro claims. 
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ons aur Leut int from" an evil | 
«Arran Mannen x. 22, 


(a Bt: Iau Ne 1 e 

I is Hin diſtinguiſhing and att ny 

- lency of the religion of Chriſt, that it is 
adapted to the condition of mankind, and 
extends its influence to the great and leading 
principles of human nature, and all the im- 
portant concerns of. its rational and immortal 
powers. 2.7 ; * 33 & 4 N 1 , 

Conſcience is Ne: po in man, bee W 
diſcerns the difference between moral good and 
evil, and finds a peculiar pleaſure connected 
with the one, and a peculiar pain with the 
other. It is the ſeat of ſpiritual feeling, the 
throne of God within us, or rather his vice- 
gerent and judge acting by his commiſſion. | 

This power was originally good, as all the 
works of Gop were; but is now vitiated and 
depraved by ſin, and laden with the guilt of 


it. It is dark and blinded; and gives, very 
often, a wrong judgment in matters of the 


ao 2 REN 1 
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| higheſt moment; ſo. that men call good evil, 
and evi good. It flatters with falſe hopes, is 
ſtupidly inſenſible to real arid the - moſt awful 
dangers, and is often diſtreſſed with ſuperſti- 
tious, and ſometimes real, fears and tormenting 
forebodings gf eternal perdition. | 
Jo cute theſe evils, Jeſus Chriſt is novealed 
in the goſpel. He offers [himſelf - a. ſacrifice 
to Gop for the atonement of ſin; by his holy 


ſpirit we are led to believe and truſt in him 


for our pardon and acceptance with Gop.— 


Through his grace we find a divine light 
break in upon our conſciences; we ſee, in- 


deed, that we ate ſinners, but we Alſo ſee 
| Gov, reconciling) us to himſelf; and, as this 
_ grace hyes indeed in our hearts, feel ourſelves 
reconciled to him; that is — we eſteem and 


honour the deliverer, and rejoice in his ſalva- 
tion, above all things; — we draw near to 


Gov, with pleaſure and delight, in the duties 
of religion; our conſciences become tender, 
and ſtartle at the very appearances of ſin, 
even while they enjoy the moſt comfortable 
aſſurances, of pardon; — we watch againſt 


temptation, as well as pray not to be led 
into it; — we love the whole will of Gop, 


and ſincerely endeavour to conform to it; 
an K 2 and, 
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and, in a word, feel in our hearts the peace 
of Gop; which the world can neither give 
nor take away.) Thus the conſcience becomes 
good, in oppoſition to every ſenſe in which it 
was before πνι, it is enlightened, purified, 
ceeaſy, ſatisfied; faithful, and enjoys the taſte 
of everlaſting life. Happy change ! glorious 
deliverance ! But how great is the malignity 
of ſin, to diſorder ſo noble a power in man, 
to ſuch a deplorable and dangerous degree as 
we find it does! and how efficacious the grace 
of che Redeemer, particularly the virtue of 


© * His ſacrifice, That can thus purge even the con- 


feience, and reſtore ſo depraved and wretched 
a creatute as man to himſelf, and to his 

5 Gov 1 Oh that I may feel more of this pu- 
rifying, conſolatory love of Gop in my heart ! 
How delightful then would all his ſervice be 
on earth! How pleaſing and defirable the 
proſpects of that more perfect experience of 
his ſaving grace in the future and eternal 
world And how joy fully ſnould I paſs through 
ie ſnadow of death to the poſſeſſion of it! 


8 4 * 
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MEDITATION xxv. 
RE ; i TH (7 117418 "FE Ei. BE | "3% 
And inquire it his temple, — Pſal. xxvii. 4. 


„ HAQ5 I the, deplorable darkneſs that 
++ >. fin has brought upon the human mind, 
it is an unſpeakable! mercy. that we have an 
; additional light toſthat of reaſon and nature, 
even that of a divine revelation, wherein every 
thing relative and neceſſary to our recovery 
from the ruins of the fall unto everlaſting hap- 
pineſs is laid before us in the moſt clear, com- 
- prehenſive, and gracious words even of Gop 
himſelf. It is reported of Socrates, that he 
ſhould lament, *© that after all his moſt fincere 
and earneſt endeavours to pleaſe the Derry, 
e he could not tell whether he ſhould be ac- 
« cepted or not. And well he might, as in 
conſequence of that uncertainty, he muſt be 
left to quit this life with the awful fears of the 
worſt 1 for without ſome. diſcovery, or aſſu- 
rance from Gop, ſome. way or other given, it 
is impoſſible for any man in the mere ſtate of 
nature, aſſiſted in his inquiries by its dim and 
| r clouded 
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clouded light only, to come at any ſolid and 
ſettled judgment about even the reality of a 
future ſtate of exiſtence, much. leſs at an 
aſſurance of his being 2 in it. 

Convinced, as he might be, of the moral 
character of the DEIT Y, and conſequently 
that he muſt delight in and reward virtue: 
yet how far, and under what circumſtances 
he would reward it; —wbether he d“, or 
indeed, conſiſtently with the dignity of his 
Sovernment, could reward any but perfect vir- 
tue; — or, if he could forgive, upon what 
terms, and how far he would carry that for- 
giveneſs All this, the moſt ſerious and phi. 
loſophie mind could but gueſs at without a 
divine revelation. Falſe aſſurance he might 
Fall into, but a full and rational certainty | 
"muſt be out of the reach of all human power, 
in this caſe. And thus, in fact, we find it. 
The moſt moral, thinking, and inquiſitive 
among the men of wiſdom in the heathen 
world, are perplexed inextricably, and utter. 
"fy loſt in painful confuſion in this 'momentous 
inquiry, even with all the advantages ſome of 
"them have derived from e thou gh not 
3 At nen YOE 


"Ger 
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Happy Britons ! who have the book of Gop 
put into their hands, where life and immortality 
are brought to light ; where the nature and per- 
fections of Gop are ſufficiently explained; 
— where we learn, not only our fin and miſery, 
but the way and manner of our recovery from 
them, or how to anſwer the great intereſting 
queſtion, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? and where 
the true penitent believer in Jeſus is aſſured, 
that he ſoall not periſh but have everlaſting Ife. 
Where we not only ſee, how Gop can forgive, 


even the greateſt treſpaſſes to the believing 
penitent, conſiſtently with his holineſs and 


Juſtice; but, are alſo ſhewn, which way we 


may obtain the grace neceſſary to enable us to 


repent and believe; and have the moſt power⸗- | 
ful motives to a ſerious attention to all theſe 


things laid before us in the views there given 
us of the love of Gop, and the nature of the 
future ſtate. 

Ho ſeriouſſy concerned thug ſhould: we be, 
to make a right uſe of this moſt neceſſary and 
important diſcovery of ſalvation! How _ 
to fall in with the inſtructions here given us! 
How defirous. of feeling the living ſaving 
power of the doctrine of Chriſt, and of the 
mercy of 'Gop in him! . 
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; Blind are they bat mourn for - hs 5 be 
t e e ee 5 Matt.) v. 4. 


al 
biens 115 n el 
ow w ſurpriſingly: 0 3 miſtake the 
14 nature and means of happineſs! They 
look upon the poſſeſſions of this world as the 
principal objects of delight. The rich and 
| "theigreat, the young and the gay, are generally 
denominated and eſteemed the bleſſed. Hence 
ſuch esager pantings after the duſt of the earth; 
and hence ſuch envyings and repinings at thoſe 
who poſſeſs it! But, would they look into 
their Bibles, and ſit down at the feet of Jeſus, 
who muſt be allowed to be the beſt judge of 
the happineſs of mankind, they would be led 
into other views of things they would ſee, 
that rhe' firft ſtep to true felicity lies in being 
. poor in ſpirit; — in mourning with à ſincere 
contrition, and penitence of heart, for ſin and 
its evil conſequences; and as the next ſtep to 
chat Os to be 5 and earneſt ſuppli- 
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cants at the throne. of grace, for a part in the 
love of Gov through Chriſt. They would look 
upon the pardon of fin, and an intereſt in 
the bleſſings of the life to come; the purity 
and holineſs of their hearts z — the ſupports 
of the divine grace — communior with -Gop 
in the inſtitutions of his worſhip in this world; 
and the perfection of "holineſs, glory, and 
Joy; uhich the goſpel ptomiſes in the next; 
they would look upon theſe things as theit 
higheſt, and indeed only real happineſs 1 
For theſe they would give the. whole world 
were it in their poſſeſſion, with all its honours 
and pleaſures; for they are ſure, that theſe 
inſtances of the wean ef God are 


deer * Ae D n yet e ae 
: | 8111 Fea TO off 2 INS Es 7 71 
L ain life's a thn emp hes, ſt 


hut the bright world to which Igo 
- Has joys ſubſtantial and ſincere; -- 
When hall "won WE 118 N rh 
g e 


* * yy 
S443: - : 4 


bey: are e — Bhndl- bbs 
in the carne, though not in the full poſſeſſion; | 
| bleſſed in really knowing where true hap- 
pineſs ane = in the cxerciſe of their deſires 
ie Glue: after 
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aſter it — in proper ; qualifications. for it ; — 
and in having it made over to them by the 
everlaſting covenant of mercy, through faith. 
— A covenant, ſealed with the precious 
blood of Jeſus; and applied by the Holy 
Spirit; that ſpirit who has led them to mourn 
for ſin, and to chooſe theſe bleſſings; for their 
portion. —— Happier, therefore, with theſe 
gracious : diſpoſitions and aſſurances, though 
in the very depths of ſpiritual { ſorrow, than 
the wicked neglecters of Chriſt and his ſalva- 
tion can poſſibiy be in the fulneſs of their 
joy. There is a regard indeed due to the 


bdbuoſineſs, and even the pleaſures of this life; 


but a fegard that fhould always be ſubordi- 
nate to our duty to Gop, and tlie intereſt of 
our immortal ſouls in the life to come. The 
moſt that we can enjoy in this life, if limited 
to its duration only, is very little. And we 
are told, that if we ſcet Sift: the kingdom of 
Gop. and its ripbieonſus, all other things 
ſhall be added. 

Do thou, my ſoul, chooſe this better part. 
Be not afraid of - thoſe convictions that would 
lead thee to mourn--for fin ;\2hat ſhould be 
always Log affliction, and holineſs thy de- 


110 4 qv Thou ary: then- indeed happy. The 


confolations 
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conſolations of _Choſt, as thy righteouſneſs, 
ſtrength and Kiran ace thine.— Thou ſhalt 


feel their reviving, rejoicing power, even in 


this world: and poſſeſs them in the fulneſs 
of joy in the next. He himſelf has ſaid, 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
- forted';\ and what he ſays: muſt be trac. —Qh, 
that 1 could always keep this gracious pro- 
miſe in view! particularly in the ſeaſons of 


affliction, when I moſt need ſuch conſolations. 


But while encouraging this truly ſpiritual 
grief and concern for my ſins, I avoid all 
the wild and licentious feſtivity of thoſe 
who are lovers of pleaſure. more than Gop; let 
me be careful left I fall into the other ex- 


treme of gloomy | melancholy, |. unreaſonable 


fears, and ſuperſtitious afflictions. The bright 
hopes the goſpel of Chriſt. gives me of pre- 


ſent comforts and everlaſting joy at laſt, 


ſhould inſpire me with cheerful gratitude. to 
the divine goodneſs, and when I can rejoice 
in nothing elſe, let me rejoice: in the aſſuranee 
Chriſt has given me, chat though a mourme r 
Now, I SHALL be ne on in his due te, 
1 ns mont. inen n eb n 
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: nee N XXVII. 
Fools Aale, a mock at Jes is Prov. xiv. 9. 


T 0 4 * akin W hs Wk into 
itſelf, and ſeriouſly thoughtful about the 
moral government of mankind, and their ever- 
laſting exiſtence, there is nothing more ſur- 
priſing than the very little account the gene- 
rality make of 81x. —It is ſtill more ſtrange, 
that they ſhould act in ſuch evident contra- 
dition to their rational and immortal na- 
tures, as even to ſeek their happineſs in its 
mean and groveling pleaſures; or look for 


real enjoyment in that which is the ſource of 


all the evils, both of body and mind, we ever 


do or ean poſſibly feel. > 


And yet we have innumerable 8 of 
this fact every where ; and, more or leſs, even 
in ourſelves. Such is the een and — 
vity of human nature! 58 

But what is it to 8 mack at fin Or 
what does the expreſſion imply? Cer- 
tainly to treat it as a matter of very little 


conſequence ?— This is the caſe of thoſe who / 


7 
5 
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take any degree of pleaſure in committing it; 
make it their diverſion and amuſement ; 
fondly embrace temptations to it; and en- 
deavour to ſtir up the corruptions of their 
hearts, and rouſe their vicious appetites, by 
any incentives to it; the caſe of thoſe who 
boaſt of their wickedneſs, and ſpeak of it not 


only with an air of ſatisfaction and delight. 
but of heroiſm and triumph; as if, becauſe 
they dared to violate the laws of their na- 


ture and their Gov, they had indeed done 
gloriouſly, and deſerved the greateſt applauſe, 
Pfal. x. g. Phil. iii. 19.— his is the caſe 
alſo of ſuch as make a jeſt of their ſins; turn 
off the reprehenſions of the wiſe and the good 


with a laugh; or banter themſelves, and their 
companions, out of all fcruples of conſcience, 
and reluQance to run the lengths of wicked- 

neſs, to which temptations and occaſions _ 
may ſolicit them.— And even they make a 


mock of fin too, who wilfully ſhut their eyes 
againſt the light that would convince them of 


it; or endeavour to diſguiſe their, paſt, or 


their intended tranſgreſſions, under any ſpe- 


. cious pretences and falſe colourings; or, as _ 
_ the apoſtle expreſſes it, hardenthemſelves through. 


the deceilfulneſs * n. Nor can they eſcape 
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this guilt, who, though they dare not indulge 
themſelves in the groſſer and more common 
vices, make no ſcruple of what they think 
little matters, and ſuch as may not expoſe 
their characters to public cenſure. In a word, 
they who think of making atonement for their 
guilt by ſuperſtitious rites and ceremonies ; or 
a particular zeal and punRuality about the 
mere externals of religion; or any other me- 
dium not appointed in the word of Gob, or 
derogatory to the great ſacrifice and propi- 
tiation, CnRIis r JesUs, make a mock of 


ſin. They treat it with levity extremely in- 


conſiſtent with its odious and deſtructive na- 
ture, and the diſpleaſure which the great 
Gop has ſhewn againſt it. 


And can there be any greater. FoLLY than 
__, this? Muſt not the wretch be totally loſt to 


the leaſt degree of true wiſdom, and be poſ- 
ſeſſed with moſt miſerable infatuation, who 


3 can ſport with the greateſt of all evils, or 
treat even with indifference any thing ſo ex- 


tremely offenſive to the GREATEST AND 


BEST of beings as fin muſt be? — Againſt 


Wich he has ſet the face of bis moſt holy and 
juſt laws, and the terrors of his tremendous 
_ Juſtice ; — and for the atonement of which 


Aw ovine 
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he has appointed the precious blood of his 


| dearly-beloved Son, ſhed amidit all the ter- | % 
; rors of crucifixion, and the diſtreſſing dark. 1 
| neſs and ſorrow peculiar to himſelf! To \ th 
make a mock of fin, is to make a mock of Ut 
the great and eternal God; his power and 113 
juſtice, his goodneſs and mercy. It is to hat 
make a mock of the Bleſſed Redeemer, and wh 
count the Sh, of the covenant an unholy thing, hk 0 
In a word, it is to make a mock of all the . 
miſeries of this life, and of the awful hand of ibs 
death; of the bliſs of heaven, the torments „ 
of hell; of our own ſouls, and all their high et. 
and important intereſts in the eternal world ; 389 
and conſequently of all the moſt ſerious and 1 
ſolemn things that can engage the attention 13 
of the human mind. Alarming thought !— 1 
| May I feel the power of it upon my heart! 1 
May 1 lament, with unfeigned grief and con- . 
Cern, that I have fo often trifled with fin, 1 
chough but in the leſſer inſtances of it; and 8 
; "reſolve, through grace, henceforth to treat it un 
Vu the utmoſt abhorrence and e "8 
7 | | _ 4 
8 


N Px 

hes,” I DE 
1 th "= Sa CI, 4 * 
==" 8 * : 23 * 


— — 4.4 — 
. 


py p - 
* 5 7 "= 


?/F, <L> MEDI 


„ 


112 SHORT MEDITATIONS 
— —— 
MEDITATION XXVIII. 


— For wwe walk 9 faith, not by fight. 
7. 


H E true Chriſtian has many charac- 
teriſtic differences from the man of this 


world: and the principles and conduct hint- 
ed in this text conſtitute one of them, not the 


leaſt conſiderable. - — He walks by faith, the 


other by fight. 


Ihe apoſtle was contemplating the great 
and diſtinguiſhing privileges of Chriſtianity, 
and particularly. the glorious hope of an happy 
mortality, the confidence he had of that 
” happineſs, and the clear and realizing views 
he had of its greatneſs ; and, as the reaſon, 
adds in a parentheſis, for ave walk by faith, 
not by ſight. Which is as much as if he had 


ſaid, the reaſon; why we entertain ſuch 


great and delightful hopes, with reſpe&t to 
our future felicity, and are ſo aſſured of their 
accompliſhment, is, ve. are BELIEVERS in the 
divine word; that go/pe/ which has brought 
life and immortality to ligbi.“ And if any of us 
live more righteouſly and godly, more uſe- 
fully and happily, than the bulk of man- 


8 
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kind do, it muſt be becauſe we pay a more 
ſerious regard to the word of Goo, and 
live more entirely under the influence of it; 
that is, we walk by faith, and not by fight. 
For by faith, in our text, we muſt not under- 


| ſtand merely the doctrine of the goſpel, but 


an internal principle, the effect of divine 
grace, oppoſed to that of ſenſe or ght; that 


is, a perſuaſion in the heart, of the truth, ex- 
cellency, and importance, of what is revealed 


to us in the Bible; with a firm truſt in it, ſin- 
cere obedience to it ; or a belief, reſting upon 
the teſtimony of Gop,-applied by his n, 
and governing the heart and life. ' © 
By Agb here, as it ſtands oppoſed to faith, 


we. muſt underſtand: the lower affections and 


appetites of our nature, as they are influenced 
by the vi/ble things of this life and world; or, 


as the apoſtle expreſſes it, the things that are 
. ſeen, and are temporal; as faith reſpects the 
things that are nat ſeen, and are eternal, Sight, 


therefore, here includes reaſor, as well as ap- 


petite, ſo far as it is corrupted and depraved, 


and under the influence of temporal good, 
the riches, honours, pleaſures of the world, to 
the prejudice of religion and virtue „and the 
1 N there with connected. 1324 
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To TI by faith, is to live and act under 
the influence of that divine perſuaſion con- 
cerning the great truths of religion and our 
eternal life, which is included in the nature 
of divine faith. It is to ee the great objects 
of our belief, particularly the love of Gop in 
Chriſt, the divine virtue of the Safiour's obe- 
dience, death, and /interceflior the reality 
and excellency of -that happineſs, which con- 
ſiſteth in the forgiveneſs of our ſins, our ac- 
ceptance with Gop, and communion with 

him, and the poſſeſſion of everlaſting life and 
glory in the future world. In a word, it is to 
live by the rules given, depend on the pro- 
miſes made,—cultivate a taſte for, and long 
after the enjoyments propoſed in the goſpel. 
On the contrary, zo wwalk by fight, is to live 
habitually under the influence of the things of 
this world only. It is to make the maxims 

and ways of the mer of the world, who have 
their portion in this life, the governing maxims 
of our lives; — to liften to the temptations 
and' ſolicitations of the things of ſenſe and 
time; — and look no higher for our happi- 
neſs, than the enjoyment of them. In a 
word, to walk by fight is to live the life of a 
mere ſenſualiſt, or one whoſe reaſon carries 
. him 
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him no further than the pleaſures ariſing 
from the poſſeſſions and enjoyments of this 
world; the doubtful ſpeculations of falſe phi- 
loſophy; or, at moſt, the mere externals of 
religion, and the empty parade of ſuperſtition. 
And as faith and fight in this view, are 
very different principles of conduct, ſo is the 


reſpective happineſs ariſing from them. They 


who live habitually under the influence of the 
things that are ſeen and are temporal, however 
highly indulged in their wiſhes, will find very 
little ſolid ſatisfaction, or ſuch as will bear 
the reflections of calm reaſon. They may 
walk in a great deal of the pomp and glitter 


of this world, and a ſhew of great dignity | 


and importance; but, if they underfland not 
the objects of faith, and have no capacity for 
the divine enjoyments thence ariſing, they 


walk, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, ix @ vain 


eau; and are but as the beaſt tbat periſbes. 
But the humble and ſincere Chriſtian, who re- 
ceives the divine contents of his Bible into his 
| heart; and thinks, and reaſons, and con- 
ducts himſelf by them, will feel an exalting 
influence from them; ſomething that raiſes 
his ſoul above the common level, into a nearer 


reſemblance to angelic ſpirits; yea, even to a 


likeneſ: 8 
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-likeneſs to Gop himſelf. He can extend his 
knowledge, and his defires, beyond the limits 
of time; enter into the inviſible and immor- 
tal world; contemplate the perfections of 
Gov, the love of Chriſt, the plan of provi- 
dence and grace, as laid down in the Bible; 
and look forward to the buſineſs and pleaſures 
of angels, and the ſpifits of juſt men made 


perfect, with moſt pleaſing emotions of ſoul, 


and anticipate much of the divine 9 
and . * realities. 


1 cds Hug ſhall ſenſe alas the mind, 
And 1 with reſtleſs pain, 

Expect on earth delight to find, 
Vet ſtill expect 1 in vain? 


8 Faith, riſing <_ points he view, 
I To regions in the ſkies ; 155 
1 There livelier ſcenes than Eden knew, 3 


In bright perſpeRive riſe, 


2 Oh, chat chis heav n- born grace were mine ! 
My ſpirit then ſhould ſoar, 
In tranſport gaze on joys divine, 
And cleave to earth no more 
15 WHY Tazoposa. 
MEDI TA. 
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MEDITATION XXIX. 


: | - ow- But Gop is the firength of my heart, * 


my portion for ever. Plal. n 


T HE confideration of the almighty power 
of Gop, would be extremely terrible to 
guilty creatures, were it not for Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the view the goſpel gives us of that power 


through him; but there, though we fee it 


awful, yet alſo deligh:ful ; adapted at once to 
inſpire us with fear and with hope. In Chrift 
all the perfeftions of Deity appear in their 
milder glories, graciouſly inviting us to de- 
vout contemplation. And the contempla- 
tion of ſuch perfections muſt be at all times 
pleaſing and comfortable, but eſpecially ſo, 


when our hearts, and fleſh fail: us, and every 


other earthly comfort too, as they will moſt 
certainly do in the hour of Drarz; and 
when not only our merely natural conſolations 
will fail, but our guilty hearts will have much 
to fear, from ſo powerful a BRING as Gon, 
offended as he is by our ſins. It is, 
5 ä Wy i 
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of the greateſt importance to us, to have 


| ſomething to reſt our ſouls upon, in that awful 
trial, more and better than what nature itſelf 


can ſuggeſt to us. Such is Chriſt Jeſus, as he 
is ſet forth in the goſpel, the great atonement 


for fin, the fountain of holineſs and of life. 


Ia order to avail ourſelves of this, it is pro- 
per, and indeed neceſſary for us, to believe 
and embrace the promiſes of the goſpel, which 
make over the privileges and benefits, ariſing 
from the obedience of Chriſt and his inter- 
eeſſion, in ' favour of the penitent believer. 


And, likewiſe, to make it our concern that 
_ theſe promiſes, and the hope we have in 


them, have a proper, #. e. a purifying effect 


upon our hearts and lives, and lead us to the 
practice of true righteouſneſs with reſpe& to 
, N to our neighbour, and to our Gop. 


Thus inſtructed, thus influenced by the 
grace of God, which has appeared to us 
through Jeſus Chriſt,” we may ſay with the 
ſame confidence the 'Pfalmiſt did— the Lord 


25 the frength of our heart, and our portion for 


ever; —that he will preſerve us in exiſtence, 
notwithſtanding all the threatening appear- 
ances of deſtruction; maintain the life and 
_ of our graces, and be our moſt de- 

: lightful, 
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lightful, ſatisfying, and enduring portion in 
both worlds ;—employ, not only his goodneſs 
and mercy, but his wiſdom and power, truth 
and faithfulneſs, the merits of his Son, and 
the influences of his ſpirit, for our complete 
- falvation! Bleſſed portion this! With this 
how: contented may we live even in the midſt 
of pinching want, and dependent on the cold 
charity that diſtinguiſhes the profeſſors of the 
latter day! And with this how comfortably, 
and even joyfully, may we die. Poſſeſſed of 
the all-ſufficiency of Gop through his Son, 
bo deſirable the hour, when e and heart 
Hall fail, and we find ourſelves carried away 
from every other confidence and hope, to 
live upon the immeaſurable fulneſs of the un- 
created, the - all-comprehending, - and eternal 
good! But how miſerable the wretch, who, 
when he comes to feel this awful deficiency, 
has no ſuch refuge, no Gop to fly to for con- 
ſolation ! Who can ſee nothing but an infinite 
power, joining with infinite juſtice, to condemn 
and puniſh ! Lord, grant me wiſdom to chooſe 


\ THYSELF for my portion, and give N world 
to * thou n 5 > 


MEDI TA. 
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MEDITATION XXX. 
. — . finiſhed, — John xix. go. 


| „ 98 words of dying men, eſpecially of 
good men, are generally regarded, as 
worthy of particular notice and remem- 
brance. How much more the dying words of 
the ever bleſſed Jeſus! Theſe were his laſt, 
excepting what St. Luke adds, Father, into thy 
hand I commit my ſpirit; which we have rea- 
ſon, from a compariſon. of both theſe ac- 
counts, to believe were but the concluſion 
of the ſame ſentence. 
Chbriſt never ſaid one thing in all his life 
that was not pertinent and ufeful ; but theſe 
are words full of peculiar. and important 
meaning ; they fignify, — that then all the 
prapheſies and promiſes relative to this great 
event, his dying for us, were fulfilled ;—all 
the types and figures: of the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion were now anſwered, and the diſpenſa- 
tion itſelf at an end ;—that-the work of his 
public miniftry was done; — that the pecu- 
- har On, both in active and ſuffering 


duty, 
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duty, required of him by his heavenly Father, 
as our mediator on earth, was then com- 
pleted ; — that the true and proper atone- 
ment for ſin was now made ; — and the new 
and living way actually opened, in a more 
abundant fulneſs for the penitent ſinner's hope, 
conſiſtent with the honout of the divine holi- 
nets and juſtice, 
Thus amidſt the darkneſs that hung over 
the croſs, which to the eye of ſenſe, and de- 
praved reaſon too, was utterly impenetrable, 
faith diſcerns one eſſential capital article of 
the plan of a gracious providence accom- 
pliſhed; — the EAT ATONEMENT, the 
everlaſting, and truly divine PROPITIATION 
FINISHED; and infinite wiſdom, juſtice, 
power, and mercy, ſhining forth in. their 
brighteſt glories.— Here the awakened ſinner, 
who perceives he has offended the infinite 
purity and majeſty of the DerTY, and pro- 
voked his juſtice to puniſh him with everlaſt- 
ing defiruftion from the preſence of the Lord, 
and the glory of his power, and who can find 
no help, no ſuccour againſt the reproaches 
'of conſcience, the threatenings of the divine 
law, the dread of death and its conſequences, 
but "ub himſelf every way undone and hope- 
M | 7 9 
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leſs —here may ſee an all- ſufſicient atone- 
ment; a righteouſneſs ſo complete, that even 
infinite purity itſelf can find no blemiſh in it. 
Here, therefore, he may look with ſolid, 
rational, and delightful hope. — Hence feel 
his conſcience purged from dead works; ſee 
his pardon ſigned and ſealed, and a new 
right and title to eternal life made out and 
finiſhed, To this then it is his firſt and im- 
mediate duty to look ;—humbly to lay hold of 
this mercy, and bleſs Gop for it, as what 
alone could prevent him from ſinking into 
deſpair, ſhould be his firſt concern ;—to this 
he is encouraged by. the declarations and 

promiſes in the goſpel. | 
Other finners, who are not 3 . 
ſbble of their guilt and danger, may make a 
ſhift with different mediums of comfort; but 
this great propitiation, this finiſhed righteouſ- 
neſs is the conſolation and refuge of the truly 
enlightened ſinner. - From hence he receives 
ſtrength againſt his moral deprayity, and all 
his ſpiritual adverſaries. From hence he 
learns to hate all ſin, to love and practiſe 
| holineſs, to delight in Gop, to overcome the 
world, and to ſeek a better country. Here 
his heart finds: the peace of Gop that paſſeth 
1 


Tn ORR FIRES. 
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all underſianding, — here he begins the new 
and divine life, and ſerves the living Gov, 
avorſhips him in ſpirit and in truth ; obeys the 
law of moral righteouſneſs, -with a cheerful 
and enlarged heart; learns and practiſes pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion to the divine will, under 
trying providences,—and waits for the Sayiqur 
from heaven to finiſh the other part of his 
glorious plan of redemption, &. 

How great the guilt then of trifling with 2 
Chriſt thus preſented. to our notice! A Sa- 
viour whoſe chatater and righteouſneſs is ſo. 
complete and acceptable to Gov ! — And, 
than which there is no other that can procure 
_ forgiveneſs for even one fin! And yet, 

alas] how great the number of theſe tranſ. | 
grefſions ! Lord, give me grace to ſee more and 
more of my unworthineſs, that I may glory in 
the croß of Chrift, and that finiſhed righteouſ- 
nefs thy Son offered with his precious blood! 
Let this be my "refuge, hope, conſolation !— 
Upon this enable me in humble and obedient 
faith daily to live; in the comfort of this let 
me die; and then I am ſure it will be the 
matter of my everlaſting admiration, joy, and 
_ Fer rind 
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MEDITATION XXXI. 
—In thy preſence is fuluef of io Pf. xvi. 11. 


, 18 pleaſure highly reliſhed, or the 
effect of a mind greatly agitated with de- 
light, and what we are all naturally very 
fond. of, and eagerly purſue. But how de- 

plotably ignorant are the generality of man. 
Find of the very nature of true joy and of 
- the way to obtain it! And in conſequence of 
this, how. various their opinions and purſuits 

of what they call by that name Not only the 
ſtupid .unthinking many, who have ſcarcely 
any thing more than the lower powers of na- 
ture to influence them; and who are governed 
by the mere appetites of the body, or a weak, 
though often heated imagination ; not only 
they miſtake the good. which alone can give 
them ſolid pleaſure, but even the men of rea- 
ſon and ſcience, of higher taſte, and what 
they call philoſophy, have ſhewn themſelves 
miſerably defective here, and left behind them 

ſad traces * hide Og we 1 


It 
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It is our infinite mercy that we enjoy the 
means of better knowledge, have a book put 
into our hands by the peculiar providence of 
Gov, that points us to the fountain of life; 
ſets before us the true and genuine felicity of 
our natures, and tells us what methods to take 
in order to obtain it. From that divine book 
we learn, ——that, in the preſence of id etertial 
Gov there is fulugſi "of Jo and. that the 
way to obtain a part in it is, by Fepeittance lo- 
evards him, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chris. 
Buy this preſence of Gop,' we are doubtleſs 
to underſtand, that more ſpecial and gracious 
manifeſtation of his being and perfections 
which he grants to his obedient people. 


The preſence, - that quickens and purifies the 


heart of man, attracts and unites it to him- 
ſelf as the fupreme good; the prefence of 
which Jeſus Chriſt, in particular, is the grand 


medium; and which therefore is ſtyled by the 


apoſtle a ſhining into our hearts, and the giving 
ur the light of the tuoewledge of the glory of Gov, 


in the face of Feſus Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6.——The | 


- Preſence, which gives a vital efficacy to the 
means of grace; and renders them really con- 
dueive to the ſupport and improvement of 
divine life in this world ;— The preſence, 
| M 3 * 
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which diffuſes. light, and life, and bliſs, to 
us inconceivable, through the boundleſs re- 
gions of the worlds of immortality, to which it 
will ſafely conduct OY humble and obedient 
believer. 
Now in this pre/exce, there muſt be fulne/s of 

jay. becauſe the favour and love of Gop, 
muſt be the reaſon that there is any ſuch 
thing as joy to us ;—becauſe the pleaſures 
hence ariſing, are peculiarly adapted to our 
nature and condition as reaſonable and im- 
mortal creatures; — becauſe they are pure 
and unmixed without any alloy; vaſt and 
comprehenſive including every thing neceſſary 
to our happineſs ;—and becauſe they are con 
fant, undeclining, and eternl. 
Let not religion then, which 8 to * 
£ pollen of ſuch ſolid and ſublime delights, b 

Called irrational, or theſe pleaſures themſelves 
enthuſiaſm and deluſion.—Surely, if there be 
reaſon and reality in any thing, it muſt be here 
If the converſation, the friendſhip, and. fa- 
your of men, who have the power and incli- 
nation to do us good, are capable of affording 
us any real ſatisfaction, how much more the 
favour and friendſhip of the greateſt and beſt 
* And if he has made us capable 


of 


* 
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of the knowledge of his perfections, and of 


the nature and excellency of virtue, why not 
of feeling real delight in theſe things? Yea, 
where can we expect to find a rational de. 
light but here! Let it, therefore, O my ſoul, 
be thy care to ſeek this ſolid felicity above all. 
Leave this world to thoſe who know no 
higher good, but ſet thou thy affections on 
the things that are above; let the pleaſures 
reſulting from the gracious preſence of that 
Bz1Nnc, who is the original inexhauſtible ſgurce 
of all that is truly and en, . be | 
hy —_ Gs A ; f 


Wnat en KA . Pan 
That time and ſenſe can give? 
Poſſeſs d; e en that poſſeſſion. cloys, A «vac 

And when they re loſt we n | 


; But; in 8 gracious preſence, Lond, 
I be ſtreams of heav 'nly bliſs, 
In all their richeſt fulneſs fo. 


And never never ceaſqgmmmme. 
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MEDITATION: xxxn. 


How anicble are thy tabernacle „O Lord 
,, kn and, +, 


nl 


HOU OGH 7be Ton be indeed high, 
be bath reſpes unto” the locuſy.— Though 
he has a cu in heaven, which he fills with 
the. unutterable ſplendour of his majeſty, and 
bleſſeth with his infinite goodneſs, and where 
he is honoured and adored by the greateſt 
and beſt. of his creatures; yet he diſdains not 
to have a tent of ſpecial reſidence, à place for 
his Boncur to dauell in, where he: diſplays: his 
milder beauties, and receives with infinite 
condeſcenſion, the humbler and feebler wor- 
ſhip of weak and even ſinful men upon earth, 
who penitently ſeek his mercy.” And even 
theſe lower courts of his are ſo amiable and 
defirable, that the tray pious have always 
held them in the higheſt veneration, and pre- 
fered a day in them above a thouſand elſe- 
where. I ſay the truly pions ; for it is to ſuch, 
—_— _ nl, they can be agreeable and 
£190 loyely : 
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lovely: that is, to ſuch as are capable of diſ- 


cerning a beauty and excellency in ſpiritual 
things, and of reliſhing with real delight the 
pleaſures of converſe with their Maker, or 
the buſineſs of religion; ſuch as have zafted 
that the Lord is gracious, and are deſirous of 
being further indulged in that divine pleaſure. 
To others, the offices and inſtitutions of devo- 
tion, and every the leaſt approach towards 
the vital power of religion, and real commu. 
nion with God, is ſo far from being a delight, 
that it is their utter averſion. They prefer 
infinitely the tabernacles of worldly buſineſs and 


pleaſure, and even of ee to e bog , 


the: Lord of Hoſts. 3 
Is there nothing then in the 1 tents. inf Win 


the courts of our GoD ? Nothing in the du» 


ties of his public worſhip here on earth, wor. 
- .thy the attention and deſire of mankind, that 


they ſo univerſally agree to ſlight them ? Is 
there nothing real, ſolid, becoming our rea- 


ſona ble natures, to be found in the public 


worſhip of Go? Yes, there is. For here 


Gov himſelf has declared that he is in a pe- 


culiar and delightful manner preſent, even 


aA two or three are gathered together in his 
8 ſinful creatures, if humble and 
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penitent, and ſincerely deſirous of approach- 
ing their Gop, in the ew and living way he 
has appointed, may draw nigh to him, and 


hold a divine correſpondence with him—hear 


him ſpeaking to them by his holy word, in 
the ſtyle of grace and mercy ;—and.. here they 
may ſpeak to him, in humble ſupplication 
and praiſe, with aſſurance of his acceptance 
through Chriſt. Here they are taught the 
things that belong to their eternal peace, un- 
der the advantages peculiar to God's own ſa. 
- exed appointments. - Here, therefore, they 
often commence à ſaving acquaintance with 
Hin and his Son Jesus; learn the evil of 

| fin, and flee from it; the excellency of holi- 
neſs, and ſeek warmly after it; or, if ac- 
quainted with theſe things already, improve 
in that acquaintance, and all the graces and 
comforts of the divine life. Here the afflicted 
Cbriſtian often comes, almoſt overwhelmed 
with the ſorrows and diſtreſſes of this mortal 
ſtate, and either meets deliverance from them, 
or divine ſupport. and encouragement under 
them. Here he comes, doubting of an intereſt 
in the love of Gon, and finds his doubts 
temoved, and his evidences of that intereſt 
cleared up to his unſpeakable ſatisfaction.— 
d 2 '. - l 
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In a word, here the great Gon confirms the 
trutb, and applies the good, of his gracious 
promiſes; ſtrengthens our right principles and 
reſolutions ; impreſſes his image in more live- 
ly characters upon our hearts; and ſeals us 
for his own.—— Not only gives us grace, but 
lets in the dawnings of eternal g/ory upon our 
minds, and prepares us for the full and final 
enjoyment of it in the world to come! 

How ſtrange and lamentable i is it e that 
we have no more veneration for the courts of 
God, no more delight in the great and im- 
portant bleſſings there to be enjoyed! My ſoul, 
cultivate a taſte for theſe ſpiritual pleaſures, 
that it may be thy hope and deſire indeed to 
duell in the houſe of the Lord fur ever! + 


Might 1 but fill the meaneſt place, 

Within thy houſe, O Gop of grace; 
Not tents of: eaſe, nor thrones of power, N 
Should b my feet to Ow 1575 door. 


hs All n grace will Go DE 

And crown that grace with glory too: 
He gives us all things, and withholds 
No real ey from ee ſouls. 
| Wars. 
MEDI TA. 


_- 
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MEDITATION XXXIII. 


— Behold, an Tſraclite indeed, in ae . 
is no Saile! gk John 1. 47. 


"HOUGH ſinleſs perfection is not to be 
| expected of any mere man in the pre- 
ſent life; yet a godly fincerity, and a conſci- 
ence void of wilful offence, which is the evan- 
gelical perfection, is molt certainly attainable 
through the grace of GOD. Hence we read 
of Fob, that he was perfect and upright; of 
Zacharias and his wife, that they avalked in all il. 
ordinances and commandments of the Lord blamel:/s ; 
and of this good man Nathaniel, that he was an 
Ifraelite indeed, in whom there was no guile. 

To this kind of perfection, indeed, we ar. 
no more able to attain of ourſelves, without 
ſpecial aſſiſtance, and a divine ſeed implanted 
in our hearts from above, than we are to 
attain to the legal perfection of ſinleſs obe- 
dience. Sincerity, in the extent required in the 
_ goſpel, being as abhorrent to the corruption 
of our natures, and the deceitfulneſs that fin 
has brought into our hearts, as an entire ſub- 
jection to the law of Gov. 

| | 0 
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To the forming, therefore; of this We 


| lent character, which our Lord ſpeaks of in 
the text, we are undoubtedly beholden to his 
holy and bleſſed ſpirit, the great agent in his 
kingdom of grace. Nor can any man be ſaid 


to be an //raelite indeed, in whom there is no 


guile, until he comes under the governing in- 


fluence of the Redeemer's power; or until he | 


is heartily willing to know and do the whole 
will of Gop, fo far as revealed to him, and 
is really concerned to appear. in the world in 


his true character, and as he wiſhes to appear 


before the all- ſceing Majeſty of Heaven. 
No man, 3 that refuſes the divine 


inſtruction, and will not know, what Gop has 
given him the means of knowing; or, that is 


not heartily diſpoſed. to act up to the convic- 
tions of his mind, or follow the preſcriptions, 

as well as evidences of truth, can be ſaid to be 
fincere, and without gnile. 


The Iſraelite indeed cannot bear the thought 


of diſguiſe, or being one thing without, and 
another within. He will not, indeed, be 


aſhamed of appearing with the marks of the : 


genuine fear of Gop upon him, or to let the 
world ſee, that he is a follower of Chriſt, and 
_ lives for an eternal futurity : but he will not 

fe. N „ 


8 
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affect an unneceſſary ſhew and parade of 


| piety ;—he will be every where religiaus, but no 
where oftentatious ; will not be aſhamed to be 


known to be devoue, but would rather, that 
that opinion ſhould be formed of him from 


the fed of his devout exerciſes, than from 
any extraordinary appearances in them; and 


therefore, though grave and ſerious in the 


' worſhip of Gop, he will indulge a cheerful 
and innocent freedom in his ſocial converſe; 


well knowing, that to put on the ſame ſolem- 
nity of behaviour in his diver/forr, as in his 
devotiont, would be truly ridiculous; and to 


take the ſame liberties in the latter as 1n the 
former would be 1 one e 


— 


What 1 to the world am ſeen, 


Make me, gracious Gop, within; 


Juſt and upright would I be, 
Pure from all hypocriſy. 
- Whilſt thy holy name I bear, 
Be thy glory all my care, 


MEDI TA- 
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MEDITATION XXXIV. 


2 


The ſame continued. 


—R UT this real Chriſtianity, and guile- 
leſs fencerity, is beſt known by cer- 
tain charaReriſtic evidences of its prevalence, 
which more or leſs will always attend it; ſuch 
as, making conſcience of performing ſecret 
duties, and avoiding. ſecret ſins, as well as 
public. A hypocrite may be a zealous atten- 
dant on divine inſtitutions in public, from va- 
rious motives; and may be concerned to avoid 
the more open and notorious ſins, and main- 
tain a fair ſemblance of virtue and piety in 
the world; he may be publicly devout, and 
honeſt, and chaſte, and temperate, &c. but 
he will not much concern himſelf about theſe 
things in private; at moſt, but with a ſuperfi- 
cial, cold indifference, juſt to keep his con- 
ſcience quiet, and ſatisfy his vain hope; and 
therefore will readily indulge to any ſecret 
fin, that ſuits his taſte, or falls in with his ru- 
ling paſſion. But an 1/raclite indeed, will pay 
5 N 2 5 a ſerivus 
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a ſerious and conſcjentious regard to ſecret 
devotion, and the right and edifying manner 
of performing it. He will be temperate, 
chaſte, juſt, good, in ſecret, and where no 
eye ſees but that of Gop, and his own con- 
ſcience ; will be concerned to avoid all ſecret 
fins, and ſuch as can be known to none beſides 
himſelf, and him that knows all things; even 
wain thoughts will he hate, — the moſt ſecret de- 
viations from Gop and goodneſs, and the 
moſt ſecret inclinations towards any one fin 
will aflithim.——His conſcience has a pecu- 
liar and lively ſenſibility, and feels even the 
7 appearances of moral evil. The guileleſs 
Chriſtian, alſo, is willing to bear affliction for 
the ſake, and with the hope, of getting rid 
of fin, and improving in grace and holineſs. 
Not ſo the hypocrite and ſelf-deceiver; he 
has no real concern upon his mind of that 
nature; no ſuch principle to infpire and 
ſtrengthen his patience. —— The ſincere Chriſ- 
tian takes as much delight in the precepit as 
the promiſes, the practical as the do@rinal, part 
of religion. And, indeed, his eſteem for che 
latter ariſes from its influence upon his mind 
in favour of the former. He confiders the 
glad-tidings of pardon, and the hope of eter- 


n 2 
r 7 
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nal life, as laying him under the moſt power- 
ful, and at the ſame time pleaſing obligations 
to perfect holineſs in the fear of Gop, and re- 
joices in the experience of their due effect. 

And who that ſeriouſſy conſiders theſe 
things, conſiders how amiable this guileleſs 
temper and conduct is, both in the fight of 
"Gop and man; how neceſſary to. our accept- 
ance with Gop, though not as the meritorious 
ground or reaſon, yet as a qualification for 
the enjoyment of that blefling, without which 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt itſelf cannot avail 


us, as to our final happineſs; and how ne- 
ceſſary to render the means of grace ſucceſs- 
ful, as the apoſtle witneſſes, 1 Pet. ii. 1, &c. 
and conſiders alſo, that however long we 
may continue our ſelf. deluſion and hypocriſy, 


we ſhall be detected and convinced at laſt; 


that Gop, even now, ſees it, and will ſoon 
bring it into judgment, to our everlaſting con- 
fuſion and ruin ;—I ſay, who that conſiders 
theſe things, would not even earneſtly wiſh to 
be an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile ? 
Let us then lay theſe particulars to heart. 
Let us judge ourſelves, as we know Gop will 
judge us at laſt; and, if poſſible, deal as 
——_ and fairly by ourſelves now, as he will 
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do at his tribunal ;—let us remember we are 
haſtening to a world, where there are no dif. 
guiſes, but every one appears as he is; and 
that it cannot be long ere we are there. Let 
us pray to the great Gop to ſearch and try 
us now, and lay open our whole heart to our 
view; and if there be any iniquity in us, to 
deliver us from it. Let us /et him always Be- 
fore us, conſider his eye as every where, and 
every moment upon us. This is the way to 
obtain that grace that is neceſſary to form our 
hearts to that guileleſs temper, the bleſſed 
Gop himſelf honours with 2 N | 


55 Lord, ſearch my foul, try ev'ry thought, 
Ih my own heart condemn me not, 
Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 


>"; Wy F beg the trial of thine eyes. 


8 Doth ſecret miſchief lurk within! 

N Do J indulge ſome unknown fin ? 

Oh, turn my feet whene'er I ſtray, 

And lead me e in 7 perfect way. 
Waäarrs. 


1 


ME DITA. 
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MEDITATION XXXV. 


M meditation of bim Gall be ſweet. 
_ Pfal. civ. 34. 


ERIOUS and devout thoughts of Goo, 
and the perfections of his nature, his 
works: of providence and grace, were the fre. 
quent and delightful employment of the di- 
vine Pſalmiſt. In this infinite inexhauſfible 
fund of excellence, he found rich ſupplies for 
his meditations, and noble ſatisfaction in the 
duty. But does not this denote a temper of 
mind very different from that of the bulk of 
mankind? Is Gop, or any thing belonging to 
him, in a ſpiritual and juſt ſenſe, the ſubje& 
of meditation with the generality of the ſons 
and daughters of Adam? Are not moſt of 
them conſtantly employed in the buſineſs, 
cares, or pleaſures of this life; and their 
_. thoughts ſwallowed up in them ſo entirely, as 
that Gov 15 not as he ought to be iz any of 
them ? Yes; even the beſt do not think ſo 
much, ſo frequently, ſo warmly upon him, as 
they ſhould' do! The Pfalmiſt, therefore, in 
this caſe muſt be under a divine influence ;—his 


heart, 
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heart, in ſome good degree, muſt be delivered 
from the evil bias brought upon it by ſin. 

He muſt have ſome clear and affecting know- 
ledge of Gov ; who, and what he was; par- 
ticularly as the maker and lord of the world; 

and the pecuhar father and portion of his 
obedient people.—He muſt be a believer of 
divine revelation, and fincerely - chooſe and 
truſt in Gop, as his Gop.—He muſt love him, 
and delight in the views given of his perfec- 
tions in his works and word. — He muſt alſo 
frequently and piouſly ſeparate himſelf and 
his heart from the world; retire into himſelf, 
and turn his ſoul to the light of the divine 
. countenance and favour, as his ſupreme de- 


light. With ſuch a diſpoſition, it is no won- 


der that his meditations upon God ſhould be 
ſweet, What can be more delightful to a 
well-ordered mind, than fixed and enlarged 
thoughts on /uch a BEING as the eternal 
Goo; what he is in himſelf, and what he is 
to us, and what he has done for us in Chriſt ? 
Jo this holy and happy temper, the reve- 
lation the Pſalmiſt enjoyed, though compara- 
tively obſcure, had not only a tendency to 
lead him, but actually did lead him. How 
much more reaſon have we to expect ſuch ef- 
ENS Keel 
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fects from the more glorious revelation we en- 


joy ſince the coming of Chriſt? — How much 


more clearly do the perfections and grace of 
God ſhine forth in aur goſpel? — What no- 
ble and ſublime particulars concerning the 
Deity, and his diſpenſations of merey towards 


man, are there ſuggeſted, as matter for our de- 


vout meditation! How ſtrange then, that with 
all theſe ſuperior advantages, we ſhould come 
ſo infinitely behind the Pſalmiſt? How low are 
our moſt elevated thoughts of the DRIT Y! 
How feebly do his perfections, and even grace 
in Chriſt ſtrike our minds !. Life and intmortality 
are brought to light, büt how little hold does 
this diſcovery get on dur hearts! How flight 
the impreſſions it makes there . How ſeldom 
do we think of thoſe things, and how little 
to the purpoſe when we doll What reaſon 
for | humiliation and ſhame here! the loweſt 
ſelf-abaſement cannot ſufficiently expreſs our 
unworthineſs and degeneracy in this matter 
alone, even our unfrequent, flight; and unaf- 
feRing - thoughts of the moſt high Gow, the 
"GREATEST and THE BEST OF BEIN OS: 
here there is enough to ſwallow up all our 
mental powers, and fix them for ever in the 
moſt earneſt and delightful meditation 
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Let us be humble, however, and adore the 
divine goodneſs, that, by the example in our 
text, now calls us to better, more conſtant, | 
and devout thoughts of Gop. Let us at- 
tentively conſider how the heart affecting glo- 
ries of the divine perfections open upon us in 
«the goſpel revelation! What wiſdom, power, 
goodneſs, ſhine: there! Conſider, how Gop 
expreſſeth his love to a ſinful world, by giving 
his dearly-beloved- Son as a ſacrifice to take 
away its fin How the bleſſed RED EZM ER 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient even to the 
death of the. cro/s,. for that glorious purpoſe 
_ — Into theſe things the angels defire. to look ; 
here they fix in delightful contemplation, and 
learn to love and adore. with warmer and, 
more lively affection. From henceforth let the 
great Go and his love dwell upon our 
thoughts day and night.—And let ſome time 
every day be particularly devoted to a more 
ſerious and attentive meditation on them.— 
This is the way to find that ſacred and 
divine ſweetneſs the Pſalmiſt enjoyed. Thus 

de ſhall be able, from our own experience, as 

well as our belief of the experience of others, 
to pronounce the ways of ttue religion to be 
? Zee and all Aer paths peace. 
ME DE TA- 
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MEDITATION XXXVI. 
— One r is 22 : Hake x. 42. 


T is our unſpeakable K i "I | 

4 fo ignorant of the things that belong i rr 
eternal peate, as, through the corruption of 
nature, we all are, we have ſo divine and 

able an inſtructor as JESUS CRRISTr. 

We are apt to imagine a great many things 
neceſſary to our happineſs ;. and amongſt them, 
many that not only cannot in the leaſt contri- 
bute to it, but even greatly hinder it. There 
are indeed ſome ſo really neceſſary, that we 
cannot be happy without them; but they are 
all comprehended in this ſhort ſentence of 
our bleſſed Lord's One thing is needful ;— 
and that is, as the context leads us to ob- 
ſerve,” the ſecurity of our eternal” intereſt ;j— 
which includes in it our pardon, ſanctifica- 
tion, and poſſeſſion of '<ternal life, through 
the power and grace of Chriſt - or, true re- 
ligion in principle and practice; the love 
l _ of God, 00 the keeping of his 
commandments, 
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commandments, bete a. n i in das SON, — 
This is needful. Wa | 
It is fo to every one; young and old, rich 
and poor, bond and free. It is ſo at all 
times, and above all things elſe. — For the 
truth of this I may appeal to the. teſtimony 
of Gop himſelf; the united voice of ail 
good men, in all ages of the world the 
confeſſions of dying ſinnets, who have lived 
all their days in contradiction to it;— and 
the fears and hopes of our own conſciences. 
Theſe all aſſure us, that an intereſt in tho 
favour of Gop through Chriſt, true religion 
in heart and life, is necgſary, abfolutely, in- 
4 i/penſably Nrw to our g ee and final 
po per Ev 
What, a ſurpriſing: fi then is it;, that a 
ruth ſo clear ſhould be ſo generally over- 
locked; and that where it is known and 
Fi it ſnonld 928 ſo * 
One would Ani ät was ey impoſſible 
for a reaſonable. creature, to ſee and own it- 
ſelf polluted,” guilty, and in danger of eter- 
nal ruin, and not be alarmed at that danger, 
and fly from it ;—or, to hear of pardon, and 
u erg . _ offered to all penitent be- 
8 eie mo vert 
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lievers in Chriſt, and not feel the moſt ardent 
longings after a part in it, and rejoice at 
every word that invites him to embrace ſo 
important a bleſſing.— Vet we fee, we feel, 
by woful experience, this is poſſible! Oh, the 
deplorable degeneracy of human nature! And 
oh, thrice welcome the grace that tends to de. 
liver us from it! Happy, my ſoul, if that 
grace has opened thine eyes, and enabled 
thee to eſcape from a ſtupidity ſo. dreadfully 
dangerous, and to chooſe the better part, the 
exe thing needful ! Adore that goodneſs and 
love of Gon, that has made thee: to differ 
from thy former ſelf, Make it thy ſerious 
care to bring forth the fruits. of this grace, in 
a growing conformity to Chriſt, and to preſs. 
forward to the fulneſs of righteouſneſs and 
bliſs, which is promiſed thee in a better world. 
To this pious, care, the excellency of this 
grace, and its infinite importance to thy hap. 
pineſs, loudly call thee; and to-trifle with 
ſuch. a call, and treat with inattention the 
adorable condeſcenfions of the eternal Gon, 
muſt be ſuch a fin, that I truſt thou canſt 

never be wilfully and allowedly guilty of. 
O ME DITA.- 


5 
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MEDITATION XXXVI1. 
_ . you is the ord of this ſalvation ſent. 


Acts xiii. 26. | 


"HE ſalvation which Jefus Ohrif by in- 
to our world to accompliſh, is the grand 


ſubject of the goſpel revelation; the mighty 


work about which the eternal counſels, and 
the operations of providence and grace are 
particularly concerned. It is of a ſpiritual 
nature, and relates to our deliverance from 
the power and guilt of our ſins, and the ſad 
conſequences of them as threatened by the 
divine juſtice. It implies our conviction of 
ſin, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs; the re- 
newing of our minds, and the forming them to 


repentance and holineſs; our intereſt in the 
obedience and ſacriſice of Chriſt, for pardon 


and Juſtification ; our reconciliation with Gop, 
and the hope and enjoyment- of his favour, 


both in this world, and in that which is to 
come ; or, in other words, the enjoyment of 


ETERNAL 1111. — 
«7 | — This 


RR 
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— This ſalvation, therefore, is evidently 
of a ſpiritual nature: which is one reaſon 
why it is ſo little regarded, by numbers of 
"thoſe to whom the avords of it are ſent, I 
ſay little regarded, for this is the caſe, even 
though a matter of the utmoſt conſequence 
to mankind, accompliſhed in a method, that 
amazingly diſplays the glories of the wiſdom, 
une, and above all, the Love or Gop; 
| though it coſt the Son of Gov the deepeſt + 
humiliation, and even the moſt ſhameful and 
bitter death of the croſs ;——though it be a 
ſubject which, above all others, the angels 
2 to look into: And laſtly, though the 
very contemplation of it (much more the ac- 
tual enjoyment) gives a truly divine and un- 
utterable pleaſure to the mind; notwith- 
ſtanding all this, and ten thouſand times more 
to the ſame purpoſe, there are multitudes 
every where, who do, or may, read and hear 
of it daily, that have no more eſteem for it 
than for the moſt trifling thing in the world. 
No repreſentations of its excellency and im- | 
portance, make any impreſſion: upon their 5 io 
hearts; they live, and even die, ſhocking as is! 
it is to ſay, they Even Dis without any ſe- 
rious __ wit! And too many, amongſt 
e of 3 thoſe 
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thoſe who do pay ſome regard to it, content 

themſelves with the leaſt degree poſlible ; 
feel no true and laſting deſires after its bleſ- 
ſings ;——=no ſenſe of any peculiar need they 


have of its grace no reliſh for that pecu- 


har ſatisfaction there is to be found in the 


hope of it! 


nn le end dg ad dens to 


this graciaus word, fo worthy of all accepiation * 
What a ſenſe haſt thou of the neceſſity and 
| importance of an intereſt in it? How far has 


it appeared deſirable? And, what is ſtill more, 


how far has it been felt and experienced? 
Jo bear of ſalvation, and not h it by a 


real intereſt in it, will but aggravate the miſery 
conſequent upon the neglect of it; for it is 
impoſſible to hear of it, and conſider it, and 


not conſeſs it the ane thing needſal; and with 


ſuch a conviction in thy conſcience, thus 
practically to trifle with, and treat it with 
inattention, muſt be a featful aggravation of 
guilt. From this guilt; therefore, Jett be 


thy daily and fervent prayer, that the divine 
grace may always preſerve thee! 


Wop 


(i 
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MEDITATION, XXXVIII. 
855 "When confined from public worſhip, 


— Far where to. or three are gathered: . 
e . name, G am Ne in the midft of them. 
1 Mat. xviii. 20. 


Ay may the N es bed E 
day in the courts of Gop, and his 


public ſervice, beyond a thouſand elſewhere, 

(for Gop is THERE :;=—Gop: their father, 
friend, es, Wag _ —_— love-with 
owl their heart. brig 


It is an oaſgeakcabls privilege: to bei in à ca- 


private worſhip, and to commune with him 
in ſecret; and rich and many are the bleſſings 
the children of God this way enjoy. But, as 
he has appointed public worſhip, for the ho- 


nour of his name, and the anſwering many 


great and important ends, ſuch as the preſerva- 
tion and propagation of true religion, and 
the happineſs of mankind; and as he has 
made our attendance upon it our indiſpenſable 
#2) 03 . 


| 8 to approach this gracious preſence in ; 
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duty, we may be ſure he has ſtill other and 
further bleſſings to impart there; other to- 
- kens of his favour for us to enjoy; for he can- 
not bid us et his fuce in wain ; the contrary 
is fully implied, in Chrift's ſaying, where 2a 
or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I i the midſt of them.. He is indeed every 
places of ſocial cori, where his faithful fol- 
lowers meet, to pay their homage to their 
God, he is preſent in a more particular and 
moſt gracious manner. He is there—to take 
ſpecial notice af their wants and ſorrows, 
hope, and love, and every grace, to ſtrengthen 
and enliven, own and reward them as the 

. caſe requires. Here he moſt uſually meets 
them in the power of converting grace and 


mere he renews their ſpiritual, ſtrength and con- 


ſolation.— Here he diſplays the peculiar cha- 
racer and work of a Saviour; here they ſee 
His beauty, taſte his love, and have the pre- 
enjoyment of the eternal Sabbath, the everlaſt- 
ing reſt that remains for them 

O my foul | tet theſe, 0 . 
Aerations, keep | alive thy defires after the 
Ty fins — 


n 7 thy 
; | PR 8 * 
a [ 
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thy afflictions, that ever thou art kept at 
home, while others have the liberty of going 

to meet their beloved Redeemer, and ſeg him 
in che glories of his holy temple.—Bleſs him 
for private opportunities and ſeaſons of com- 
munion, but ill let thy deſire __ be to 5 95 
befom God more publick lp. 

Miſerably deceived muſt they be, ahb fancy 
that reading and praying at home will anſwer 
the ſame ends, as waiting upon Gop in his 
public inſtitutions; it is an impeachment of the 

divine ai, in giving us ſuch inſtitutions; 
and of the truth, Worth, and efficacy of the 
divine promi/es made to them. | 

But, if. it be our real afliftion now to be ; 
confined from appearing before our God in 
publie worſhip, we have no reaſon to imagine 
that the infinitely greater miſery of being for 
ever excluded from the more public worſhip | 
of the heavenly world will be our portion, — —_ 
And if the pleaſures of communion with Gop 
now in his earthly: dourts, where ſo many fins 
and weakneſſes attend us, be ſo great, and 

ſo delightful, What muſt the joy be, when we 
come to meet the general aſſembly, tlie church of 

the fit born, in the temple of everlaſting light 

and-glory! where Gop in Chriſt will indeed, 
ar PQ Iv; | in 
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in the moſt exalted and happy ſenſe, be in 
the midſt of us and bleſs us; where the light 
of his oountenanee, * its fulleſt luſtre, will 
always ſhine upon us, and bur yy know 
n wearineſs, our pleaſures no e! 6 


N I 1 of 73 Wa. 8 <4 1 rr. 5 n 


„Lanz tis with painful e now, 
TI think on happier days,. 
2 -» When to: thy temple 1 bs 58 wy F3; | 
aft And fee thy ſmiling face! ohne:! 
Se ene er ohen oil 
ER oft eee delight n e ity; | 
+ id thers amidfe my: N e | 
' $58 oP e comforts 2 42 8 
#* $69 60 ot) prnazat tow boots: 
| eig There did my beart in bumble er. 50 
10 8 With holy ardour glow; 7:6 * i 
© There, whilſt I join'd the raptorow 
. J felt an heav n below. ere 


O RI r ih Ho vt ele ele I "A f 
But now, theſe bliſsful. ſoenes deny d. 
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| MEDITATION. XXXIX. 


| The eup of bleſſing.) awhich ave bleſt, is it wot the | 
communion of the. blaod of 5 brift ? The bread 
aubieh aue break, is it not the communion of the 


Int e Gi ei 5m 46. 


TAE. 


F bs? is a nk r infinite viſions, 
the maker and lord of all things, as there 
1 is, we may be ſure he has nei- 
ther made nor 2uftituted anything in wahe, how- 
enger unable we may be to necount Tax its png 
\and-importance, | TWIT LIOES. AYR 
The whole Moaſaic e in n 
and che exactneſs, {Jo minutely obſerved in 
the ſtructure of the tabernacle, and its uten- 
ils in; particular, though little and! inſi gnifi- 
ä ant, in the eye of a partial, : weak, and 
prejudiced mind, moſt certainly had à mean. 
Ag and importance in them; worthy of tlie 
viſdom of the God of Iſrael; becoming the 
-dighity of true religion, and greatly condu- 
eie to its intereſt. We cannot, at this 
diſtance of time, point out all the purpoſes, 
ins. Which 
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which the Hebrew ritual was intended to 
_ anſwer ; but it is very evident, that, in gene- 
ral, it was admirably adapted to the genius of 
a, people ſo ignorant, ſtupid, and loſt to all 
due ſenſe of religion, as that people moſt cer- 
tainly were. And, among other things, it was 
particularly adapted to engage their attention 
to the worſhip of the one living and true 
Go, and to preſerve them from the ſhame- 
ful and horrid fin of idolatry, to n my 
were ſo greatly prone. / - 
But much a it, hints nnn 
Pr or inſtitutium of the geſßel have their 
uſeful meaning. Particularly the Lonxp's Sur- 
| PER. For in our text we are told it is the 
communion of Chriſtians in the'body'\and blood of 
Cb; or the benefits of his ſufferings and 
death, as a ſacrifice: offered Mn” "7 way 
of atonement. for our guilt. 
Ibis inftitution has a deſpett e 
 bpreſent;and in cm To what is 5ſt; as be- 
ing a ſolemn memorial of that great and amaz- 
ing event, TBH DEATH or THE SoN OF 
Gop, as 4 propitiation for fn. It has a re- 
ſpect to the preſent Has a viſible ſign of the 
xeal exiſtence of ſuch bleſſings, as the forgive - 
| e fn; 6 weldod; and the 
ig | enjoyment 
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enjoyment of his paternal love; — as leading 
us to Chriſt, in the lively exereiſe of true 
faith, for t the enjoy ment of thefe bleflings ;— 

and as reminding us of our profeſſed ſepara-. 
tion from the pollutions of the world, our de- 
votion to Gop as his peculiar- people, and of 
that peculiar love and affection, union and 
fellowſhip we have with each other in the 
grace and hope of; the, goſpel. ——It has a 
reſpect to the future;—as it leads us to con- 
ſider the Lord Feſus as opening for us a new 
and living way into the holieft of all, the more 


immediate preſence, of Gop, and the enjoy. 


ment of his redee ming love in the eternal world. 
Thus it appears that this inſtitution, though 

55 5 0 and ſimple in its form, is deſigned to 

| anſwer. very valuable purpoſes in religion. 


Not only to perpetuate the memory of 3 


the moſt painful and amazing ſufferings; of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and his unexampled, and, 
moſt glorious love to the children of men; 
but to improve the Chriſtian's mind in all the 
graces and virtues of the ſpiritual life; > 
ſtrengthen his obligations to holineſs, and his 
reſolutions of living in the practice of it; 


to cheer his heart with divine conſolation, 
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and prepare him for the ſulneſs of Joy re- 
ſerved for him in heaven. 

- How. ſurpriſing is it then, that ſo many, 
even fincere lovers of Chriſt, ſhould live in 
the habitual negleR_ of this ſignificant, ani- 
mating, and every way important inſtitution ! 
And this notwithſtanding the Saviour himſelf 
commands them with the authority of a /ove- 
qo wie and entreats them with the 'endearments 

of a friend to remember him in it! And, on 
che other hand, how ſurpriſing that ſo many, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, mould ſo fre- 
quently attend this gracious and improving 
ordinance, without being in the leaſt either 
the better or the happier for it . An ordi- 
nance ſo particularly caleulated to lead us 
into the moſt aſſecting views of the love of 
Gopi; the character and benevolence of 


| - Chriſt; the patdon of our fins, and the odi- 


ouſneſs of their nature; the redemption of 
our perſons from the dreadful miſeries of eter- 
nal perdition, to the enjoyment of eternal life 
and glory; and this under all the affecting 
advantages of the moſt folemn devotion !— 
In a word, calculated to ſuggeſt to us every 
thing adapted to alarm, awe, melt, com- 
fort, elevate the heart; every thing great, 
5 3 


9 
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wonderful, aclightful! — How Carprifing, 1 
ſay, that an inſtitution of this nature, con- 
ſtantly attended, ſhould produce no better ef- 
feets in the temper and behaviour of the pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity! But why is it ſo?— 


Not from any defect in the divine appoint- 
ment, or the weakneſs of the inſtitution, but 


from 2herr coldneſs and formality, heir want 
of attention to the deſign of it, /and' reliſh 
for the bleſſings annexed to it. Awful con- 
fideration ! For ſurely an inſtitution ſo ſacred, 


ſo intereſting, ſo expreſlive of the aſtoniſhing 
love of the great Redeemer, cannot be trifled 


with, in ſuch a manner,” with impunity, 

Be thou, therefore, O my ſoul, exceedingly 
watchful here. Neeb thy heart with all dili- 
gence ; wait upon Gop in this ordinance, with 
earneſt deſires to find him graciouſly preſent 
there ; approach the ſacred table with peni- 
tential concern for thy fins, with earneſt de- 


fires after thy improvement in the knowledge 
of Chriſt, and his redeeming love; in thy 


_ faith and hope in him, thy love to him; thy 
more perfect obedience to his will; and meet- 
neſs for communion with him in glory ! , 


MEDITA-_ 
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MEDITATION. XL. 
3 peculiar people 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


IN all ages of the world there has been, 


and will be, a generation to ſerve the Lord, 

a people to bear his name, hold forth his 
grace, and maintain his worſhip,—a people 
conſidered and treated by * as a body diſ- 

tinguiſhed from the world. | 
In the houſehold of our firſt parents, to ſay 
: nothing of themſelves, there was an Abel, 
who diſcovered a peculiar regard to the 
divine inſtitutions and promiſes; and, by 
faith in them, ed 4 more ea cellent- "reach 
Ice than Cain. 
In ſucceedin ages, hes mankind were ſo 
. univerſally rupted, that Gop was pro- 
voked to deſtroy them by a flood, there was a 


. _ Neah and his family, who fignalized themſelves 
by a love to true religion, and were (one of 


them excepted, who appeared to be actuated 
by the ſpirit of the world, though a profeſſor 
of religion ) a peculiar. people. 

„In the days of Moſes this peculiarity became 


very remarkable and national, in the poſterity 


* . 
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of Abraham, the friend of God; who was him- 
ſelf an illuſtrious example of faith in Gov, 
and obedience to his will; and was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by him with peculiar favours. Though all 
were not the true Iſrael, that bore the name 
of Iſrael, yet to them were committed the di- 
vine oracles and a covenant of ' peculiarity ; 
remarkable ceconomy, or body of ſacred Du | 
of diſtinguiſhing excellency and tendency, 

+ and the whole ſupported by fingular' provi- 
dences; ſo that they were marked out to the 
world, and ſeparated from them as a peculiar 
people, an hely nation, devoted to Gop, and 
. eee favoured by him. 

In alluſion to this, though i in a ſenſe much 


. Pn aw th a+ . thai far uantos 
- veogrmo er ny. W343» 241m df «„ „ os 8 * 


felicity, ALL true believers 1 in Chrift, to whom 
he is peculiarily precious, are now a royal pr. 
hood, a choſen generation, a PECULIAR PEO- 
PLE, AN HOLY NATION, diftinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the world, not barely by their gene- 
ral profeffions of Chriſtianity ; not by pecu- 
; Harities of their own invention, the badges 
of a bigotted party, affuming the name of he 
CHURCH, to the excluſion of all others, who 
* | fincerely profeſs the ſame faith, and live in 
on Kl to it: No; but by the Peu. 
P 2 {LL ps lar 


if 
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liar grace of Go beſtowed upon them ;— 
their peculiarly lively faith in the Redeemer's 
ſacrifice and mediation, and divine union 
with him through his ſpirit ; by their pecu- 
liarly affectionate attachment to him, and de- 
light in him as their only Saviour; their truſt 
and hope in his promiſes, and obedience to 
3 his will :—by their peculiar ſeriouſneſs and 
conſtancy in the worſhip of Gon, love to pne . | 
another, and good- will to all men.—— In a 0 
word, by their peculiar likeneſs to God, re- 
liſh for the pleaſures of religion, and regard 
to their. duty in this world, and their infi- 
' nitely ſuperior intereſt in another. | 
\. Lord, grant me thy grace, that I may be 
indeed one of theſe peculiar people. Deliver 
me from all affectation of ſingularity, .and 
zeal for the, peculiarities that ignorant and 
partial men miſtake for true religion Give 
me more and more of that wiſdom which is 
from above, pure and peaceable; — of that 
true and vital faith, by which I may cleave 
to thee and thy word; be led to abhor all fin, 
and practiſe all righteouſneſs and goodneſs. 
In this kind of fingularity, however neglected 
vr derided by the — about me, I moſt ear- 


n wiſh e 2 


W 
_— —— 3 


\ 


e 5 As inert. 
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MEDITATION. XLI. 


— I thy hand I commit my ſpirit. 
Pal. XXxi. Lf 


*. 


H AT the Plaimi Ml Wien 
only upon oeccaſion of ſome imminent 
e the Bleſſed Redeemer adopts on the moſt 
Tolewn one of dying upon a croſs for our fins. 
And no words can be more proper fora 
dying Chriſtian Happy, to have a God ſo 
gracious to whom he, might commit his ſpirit; 
and happy to have his faith and hope in ſuch 
lively exerciſe as to be able to do it with ſolid - 
comfort. For theſe words are expreſſive of a 
very high degree of holy . e and of 
divine pleaſure in it. | 
It is the righteous appointment of the great 
4 691! that ave ould" all die, and this becauſe 
we" have all fined, But, conſidering our na- 
total fondneſs for life — our attachments to 
this world — our eonſciouſneſs of guilt our 
apprehnenſions of the putity and juſtice of 
Gob and the little we know of the other 


wann. is no wonder we fear to die, 
0% e and 
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and ſtart back at the approach of the 
eternal unchanging ſtate. Nothing, but ſome 
diſcovery made to us of the divine mercy; 
ſome knowledge of Chriſt, and of Gop re- 
conciled by him, and a conſciouſneſs of ſuch 
a faith in him as is productive of real holi. 
neſs, can poſſibly take off the dread of this 
amazing change from our hearts, and bring 
us, with our eyes open, and a due ſenſe” of 
our guilt as ſinners, to reſign our ſpirits into 
the hands of Gop he Fudge f 4 wth. a 
voluntary cheerfulneſs!. 
But, inſtructed by the dining; ones and 
- ſpirit where to look for pardon and accept- 
ance with Gop, even to Chrjft the great ſa- 
ceriſice of atonement; and enabled to lay hold 
on this ſacrifice with a penitential, believing, 
_ and- obedient heart, the Chriſtian arrives at 
' this grand, this high and glorious act of 
faith; can, with the moſt rational and 


hands of GoD, make the ſolemn exchange of 
worlds, and launch into the inviſible regions, 


not only without fear, but with a ſacred com- 


poſure and ſerenity of mind; yea, with even 
longing expectation, and ardent breathings 
after 28 bleſſedneſs . there, After 
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freedom from all fin, and guilt, and miſery ; 
L after perfection of holineſs, and the de- 


pi lightful viſions of Gop in Chriſt z—after the 


union of the ſoul. with the reſurrection 
body ;—and, in a word, after the fulneſs of 


joy, and of glory, which the Bleſſed Re- 
deemer has inſured for him. 


Happy the Chriſtian who dies with ſuch | 


proſpects and hopes as theſe! He may well 


rejoice to meet his laſt hour, and be ready 
and willing to. obey the ſummons. of death. 
He knows in whom he believes; he feels the yl 


power of the promiſes of the everlaſting God; 
be has made the Moſt High his refuge; the 


| blood of Feſus Chrift| has purged his conſei- 


ence from dead works ; and be finds his heart 


thorou ghly changed by his grace; changed 


into the likeneſs of his Redeemer, and a taſte 
for the delights of the heavenly world. 
Though he ſees himſelf going from all mortal 

joys, yet he ſees himſelf going to take poſ- 


ſeſſion of the inheritance with the ſaints in light; 


going to be for ever 10015 him that læved him, 
and evaſbed him from his fins in his oor Gland; 


going to ſhare with him the jo. e | 
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; _ „ i 5 A : 
» MED ITATION XIII. 


5 or T Mb not to know any thing among 


You, "a Jeſus C Brig, and bim crucified, 


4 999 01 Ww. neifEi 83.4 


| 1 3 ll, 2. 
hw ven of ber as ff Bs 264 
wx great IO st. Paul a to 
be 4 man of ſtrong ſenſe” and lively 
genius, capable of entering into all the ſub- 
jects of human knowledge with peculiar taſte 
and pleaſure; and yet, Here we fee him ſet. 
ting a mark of neglect upon the whole Circle 
of the Sciencer, and the learning of choſe 
times, while he has that moſt grand, afto- 
wiſhing,” and delightful” theme before him— 
rhe CuRrisT AN Dp HIM CRUCIFIED, —— 
ot that he thought the ſtudy of true philo- 
Tophy, or the other branches of human lite- 


ratute, of no account,” or unworthy of cul- 


fivation in their place; but he would not ſuf. 
ſer che moſt üſefül wifdom or that kind, 
{much tefs the vain philoſophy then too gene- 
rally admired) to ſtand in the room of the 
Ange of Chrift, or be put in competition 
A (i 4 4 "IT. with 


% 
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with it; nor would he conſider mere philoſo- 
phy as having any neceſſary connexion with this 
divine ſcience, or as giving its poſſeſſors any 
better pretence, or clearer title to the benefits of 
ſalvation, than thoſe who were deſtitute of it. 

Buy the knowledge of Chrift crucified, this 
great man undoubtedly means — a juſt ac- 
quaintance with the doctrines and facts re- 
corded in the goſpel, concerning Jeſus Chriſt; 
and particularly the leading occaſions and 
deſign of his death upon the croſs, Such a 
knowledge, as is accompanied with a know- 
ledge of ourſelves, as ſinners againſt God; 
and of the ſuitability and excellency of Chriſt 


as a; Saviour; and ſuch a knowledge of theſe 
things, as penetrates the heart ; brings the 


peace of Gov. into the. conſcience; ſubdues 


the enmity of the will againſt the will of 


Gop ; and inſpires the ſoul with divine faith, 
hope, and love; perſuades it to commit 


itſelf, and all its deareſt immortal intereſt 


into his hands; leads it to hate and forſake 
all. known ſin, and ſincerely. Rudy: ang prac- 
tiſe univerſal helineſs. 


This was the knowledge the lle bimſelf - 
had—and this the knowledge. he laboured to. 


promote, ——Upon this. he was determined to 
1 | lay 
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lay ont all che ſtrength of his genius; and 


to this make all * arder e e 
ſubſervient. 
But why all this Aiſtinguiſhing N to 


Cb crucified ?-——Was there any thing ſo 
extraordinary and excellent in h perſon, in 


theſe circumftances' of public infamy and re- 
proach; to engage ſo ſenſible, ſo lively, ſo 
learned and polite x man, as the apoſtle ap- 


pears to be, to pay him ſo high and ſignal a 


reſpe&t?—— Doubtleſs he thought ſo, or he 


had not done IM ans ſo it will —_— 


We confider —— F 
hat f in this view * moral aer 


| of Chriſt appears in the fulleſt and moſt ſtriking 


luſtre; every thing that Can acorn human 


nature, and render it truly worthy of admi- 
ration and eſteem, is to be ſeen in the higheſt 
perfection here. Humility, patience, forti- 


tude, oontempt of the vain glory of this 
world; entire devotion to Gop, unſhaken 


| confidence i in him; and the greateſt goodneſs 


und love to man. — The doctrines and truths 


connected with this circumſtance, and of 


which it was the life and fool, were of the 


| Higheſt conſequence to the honour of "Gov, | 


and the * and eternal happineſs of 
| mankind; 


- 
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mankind ;—and were, by this means,  ren- 
dered peculiarily clear and intelligible, and 


confirmed with the moſt ample and indubita- 
ble evidence. Hereby a way was opened 


for the knowledge and contemplation of the 
divine perfections and government; and ſuch 
diſcoveries made of the eternal world, . and 


its felicities and glories, as afford the high- - 


eſt entertainment to the human mind f. and 
are, at the ſame time, naturally produc- 
tive of the moſt important and beneficial ef- 
fects; — purging the conſcience from guilty 
fears, and the heart from its vile affections; 
quickening all the powers of nature with 
divine life; and, in a word, bringing us 


near to Gop, transforming us into his like- 


_ neſs,” uniting us to him, and ſatisfying us with 
bis fulneſs! 


— Well, therefore, might the apoſtle deter. 


mine to row nothing but Feſus Chriſt, and him 


that this determination ſhould not be more 


_ + univerſal, amongſt ſuch as are capable of any 
Juſt reflection, and have the leaſt taſte for 


moral beauty.—But, alas! ſuch is the depra- 
vity of the human heart ; ſo fooliſh, raſh, un- 
thinking, ſtupid, are thouſands amongſt thoſe 


# 
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| who pretend to believe their Bibles,” that they 
had rather purſue, even with great pains, the 
knowledge of the moſt trifling and unimpor- 
tant ſubjects in the world, than the Erow/edge 
e Chrift, and the glorious ſalvation that 
flows from his eroß l Happy they whoſe eyes 
the divine grace has opened to ſee the glory 
of the Lord Jeſus; who believe his excellen- 
cies, not only from what they read of them, 
but alſo from what they feel of their  ſoul- 
trans forming efficacy. O Chriſtian, let this 
ſtudy be thy conſtant buſineſs! Neglect not 
other knowledge in its place; but let that of 
_ Chrift crucified have the warmeſt affections of 
thy heart, and all other be ſubſervient to thy 
improvements in this; — and think of that 
happy hour, when, delivered from the dark- 
neſs that will always hang over the vale of 
mortality, thou ſhalt aſcend to the worlds of 
immortal light, and there fee thy oxce-crucified 
- Redeemer, in all themoſt deli ntl glories of 
his lore _ 8 5 1260 


Fx | 
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"MEDITATION XII. 


8 —IWhatſeever things are t rue—honeft—juff— 
: pure—lovely—of good report: . there be any 
Ws any praiſe, think of thoſe things. * 
1 Thill. iv. 8. 


pr is one excellency of the Bible, that it 
gives us the moſt perfect ſyſtem of mota- 
lity ; ſets every duty, both to Gop and man, 
in the cleareft light; and at the ſame time af- 
fords us the moſt natural, rational, and poivers 


* ſeveral particulars of Ay buggeted 
in our text, and the general comprehenfive 
claufes in the cloſe of it, are very exprellive, 
and teach us, not only to aim at being univer. 


fally virtnous, but illaſtriouſiy ſo; or that our 


moral character may be not only juſt, but 


ſtrikingly beautiful; ſuch as may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, and become his 
goſpel: and, in a word, that we ſtudy not 
only _ is barely moral, but alſo what is 


Q praiſe- 
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praiſe-worthy. This, I am afraid, is too little 
attended to by many, who. ſet up for the 
{trier forms of godlineſs, the moſt orthodox 
faith, and even a ſuperſtitious ſtrictneſs of 
virtue, in ſome peculiar inſtances. — They 
are ſour, moroſe, and diſcover much more 
ill nature than grace, in their reſentments 
againſt thoſe particular fins that happen to 
offend them, and contradict their own pecu- 
liarities; — they reprove, but they want that 
tenderneſs, chat engaging benevolence of man- 
ner, that is neceſſary to render their reproofs 
effeQual; their very pretences to a more rigid 
. virtue | are weak, inconſiſtent, and accom- 
panied with uncharitable cenſures, and bi- 
. gotted. zeal, ſuch as render theif characters 
mean, if not contemptible. — They ſcarcely 
think of any thing that is really amiable, and 
praiſe· worthy. much leſs pract iſe it, Vet of 
theſe things the apoſtle exhorts us to think ;— 
that is — to ſtudy a due acquaintance with 
them ; ponder upon. them. with delight ; lay 
them up in our hearts; and beg of Gop to 
write them there in living characters, neyer 
to be obliterated. And therefore think of 


them ſo a 5 influence our practice ; 3. and i in- 
1 8 ſpire 
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ſpire us with the divine ambition of ſhining 
in them as exemplary lights i in a dark world. 
Jo all this, the gracious conſtitution we are 
finder, the goſpel of Chrift particularly obliges 
us. There every moral excellency, every 
thing amiable and praiſe-worthy, are glori- 
ouſly diſplayed, and ſet the character of our 
Redeemer in a light peculiarly clear and ſtrik- 
ing ;—and to the imitation of that charac- 
ter, in theſe, and all other virtues, we 
are there urgently called, — For this end we 
are told Chriſt ſhed his precious blood; to 
this end he gives us his holy ſpirit, whoſe 
grace teaches us, and enables us, to excel in 
all righteouſneſs; and particularly to adorn 
the whole of our converſation with the moſt 
perfect and amiable benevolence. -— For this 
purpoſe we are called upon to 157 15 "54 Mes 
and conſider his example, who was not only 
temperate, chaſte, devout, patient; but kind, 
a compaſſtonate, and the true friend of man- 
kind. In him there was nothing mean, 
ſelfiſh, vain, trifling, but a noble and unaf- 
ſected fimplicity, and divine dignity, appa- | 
rent in his whole conduct. — And ſuch, in 
their leſs perfect degree, were his apoſtles ;— 
whoſe example we are alſo exhorted to follow, 


ä 80 
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( 


80 many and ſo powerful are the reaſons 
that urge us to exert our utmoſt endeavours 
towards carrying our evangelical morality to 
the higheſt pitch of perfection; and to re- 
commend, by the luſtre of our example, the 
divine religion we profeſs, at leaſt, to the con- 
ſeien der of mankind! _ 

On, that every one who * the great 
* * name, a beliaver in Fefus, would 


indeed think of theſe things , Would think, not 
only of the doctrines and duties of what we 
properly call religian; but of cvhανανεο , is pure, 
Aecemt, juſt, lovely, and of geod report; and ſeek, 


indeed. far hazoyr, aud gary, aud Wittue lor 
* Endeavour ta ſhine brighter and brighter in 
all the moral excellencies of the Chriſtian 
character; and be inceflantly aſpiring after 
that perfection of holineſs, that .reigns in the 
Wah l. en nee b 
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"MEDITATION, XLIV. 


0 love the Loxp „ all 9 y ſaints. : 
be Eat Pal, xxx, 28 


WO things, 3 * ee is 
4 + our duty and intereſt to be well 'ac- + 
quainted with, viz. What Gop has dne for 
us ; and what he requires of us. Both theſe are 
compriſed in the word LoVR.— The LovE of 
Gop is the ſpring of all his merciful diſpen- 
ſations towards us; ànd our love to him the 
ſpring of all our obedience. This latter is what 
the text above leads me now more particularly 
to exerciſe my thoughts upon; and this im- 
plies in it, ſome juſt apprehenſions and know- 
ledge of his excellencies a | ſuitable eſteem | 
and - admiration of them; — a reigning de- 
fire of nearneſs to him, and enjoyment of his 
friendſhip;; — a peculiar pleaſure: and ſatis- 
faction in that--enjoyment;;—g ſolicitous con- 
cern to do every thing to pleaſe him ; and 

a conſtant remembrance of him, and R 
8 . 2D 1991 his” age 
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Such an affection, or diſpoſition of mind, 
towards the great and blefſed God, is highly 


rational; perfectly conſiſtent with the nature 


of man, and his relation to Gop, and obli- 
gations to his mercy ; and, therefore, a very- 
different thing from enthuſiaſtic imagination 
or fanaticiſm;——lt- is pure, and entirely free 
from all groſs ideas; — ſincere and real, as 
oppoſed to all hypocrify; ſupreme and 
fervent, above and beyond what is exerciſed 


upon any other object of the affections; and, in 


. own nature, improving and everlaſting. 
Tho ground and , reaſons of this divine 


Aston are many; ſuch as, the amiable- 
neſs df Gov 3 his © wiſdom, juſtice, truth, 


goodneſs —— his relation to us, as the father 
of our ſpirita — the many great and fur- 
priſing inſtances of his kind regard to. our 


- happineſs; particularly, chat of the gift of 


his Son as our Redeemer, and his: Holy Spirit 


as our fanctiſier — his expreſs commands, fo 
- often repeated in his book z—and, finally, the 


great concern this love of Gop-has in our pre- 


_ ſent and final happineſs ;/ it being impoſſible 
we ſhould think of Gop, with any pleaſure, 
but as we fee, him in the amiable light of bis 

goſpel, and feel our hearts diſpoſed to cleave 


85 
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to him as the ſupreme good, the object of 
our: complacential delight, But, here let us 
remember how neceſlary it is for us to enter. 
tain right apprehenſions of Gop, and form 
juſt notions of his character. Some are too 
ready. to think him altogether ſach a one as 
_ themſelves; and form a notion of his cha- 
racer, that beſt agrees with their own, and 
is ſuited to their depraved- taſte, — The vi- 
eious 4nd profligate imagine he is as little 
concerned about moral rectitude, as them- 
ſelves; and that he is ſo good as to allow 
them to indulge with impunity, the frailties 
and corruptions of- their nature; and, by 
loving this idea of | Gop, | flatter themſelyes 
that they love him. The moroſe, and malig- 
nant, frame to themſelves the idea of a 
De1TY, as unbenevolent and implacable as 
their own hearts; and, becauſe they love 
this idol of their anne wink they 
love the true Goo. f / 

Let us, ities e 5 cautious e and | 


7 ſee that our ideas of the divine nature and 


character be juſt : —ſuch as the Bible gives 
us; ſuch as tend to excite our veneration and 
eſteem, and inſpite us with penitential hope 
and N in ourſelves, and integrity and be- 
X nevolence 
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nevolence towards others! —— A Gov 3vsr 

to puniſh fin, and yet ſo merciful as to for. 
give it; puniſh it, in the temporary ſufferings 
of his dear Son, or the final deſtruction of 
the impenitent ſinner ; and yet forgive the 
penitent [believer in I ES us. It is then, and 
then only, we love Gop,'when'we love 'THaT 

So the Scriptures reveal, as the Great 
Creator, the glorious Ruler, the . 
Father and Friend of mankind; God | in 
1 Ser . _ 10 Prot 168 


Oh, "TY the! Rick: ys ehe, oy. 
1 00 And ſound his praiſes hin \ 
de ear attends to yonr complains, ents; 
"Or doh 1s ever nig. b nein u. 
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To ſhed his precious blood. 
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MEDITATION XLV. 


Ten ſaid Jiſuu, Father forgive them ; for they 
kg not what they do Lake XXlil. 34. 


HE enemies of du Bleſſed Redeemer 
had now done all that the infernal 

: diffs they were under could ſuggeſt, in 
order to ruin his reputation and his . cauſe,—+ 
They had falſely accuſed him; procured” his 
condemnation by tumultuous violence, with 
out the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice ; they had 
ſeourged and reviled him, derided and ſpit 
upon him; wounded nis head with a crown of 
thovns, and pierced his hands and his feet, 
by nailing them to the accurſed tree. Amidft 
the agonies of crucifixion they ridiculed his 


- pretenſions of being the Sox of God, and the Ea 


Sawvianr of men, and with the moſt inſuffor- 
able inſolence triumphed over him. Yet under 
all this unparalleled proyocation, not à e. 
ſenting word eſcapes him, but be exhibits 
the moſt perfect pattern of ſelf- government, 
patience, and forbearance ; reſignation to the 
will of - Gop, and kindneſs to his enemies 
juſt as the prophet  foretold'——— Though e. 
bat au N be opened not K month © 
be 
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he wwas brought as a lamb to the laughter, and as 
* a ſheep before his ſbearers is dumb. Iſa. liii. 7, 
Inſtead of reproaching them for their inhu. 
man wickedneſs, he apologizes for it, by im- 
puting it to their zgzorarce, and pours out his 
moſt fervent prayer for their pardor ; — Fa- 
ther forgive them, for they know not what they 
do ! 1 What amazing goodneſs is this !-— Are 
ye not aſhamed, 5e infdeli, are ye not aſham- 
ed to vilify and ſcorn, and load with your re. 
proaches a character ſo infinitely amiable as 
this! Can you wonder that we ſhould: boaſt 
of ſuch a Saviour, and glory even in bis erofe, 
where we ſee him- completing a righteouſneſs 
ſo pleaſing to Gov, ſo inſtructive and ſalu- 
tary to man? | Surely, he muſt: be worthy of 
our higheſt admiration, love, and praiſe, who, 
amidſt ſuch a variety of the moſt- irritating 
ſafferings, could ſo effeftually ſubdue all the 
angry paſſions, ' which even his ſinleſs nature 
was liable to; {ſupport himſelf with ſuch a 
noble ſuperiority .to all the weakneſſes of 
humanity ; and breathe- out his laſt in the 
language of the moſt tender compaſſion for 
bis murderers! — Talk ye of virtue — Here 
18 an inſtance of virtue, that puts to everlaſt- 
g ſilence all the GR boaſts of philoſo- 


phy: * 
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why ; and throws a luſtre: on the Redeemer's 
character, that utterly extinguĩſnhes all the 
glory, not only of tlie Alexanders and Cafars 
of | this world, but even that of the greateſt 
benefactors and deliverers of mankind, as 
the unclouded ſplendour of the meridian ſun 
extinguiſhes the feeble brighitneſs of the ſtars! 
But while we thus contemplate with juſt 
admiration the divine excellencies of the-b/e/- 
ſed Feſus, let us attend to the important leſ- 
ſons we are here taught reſpecting our own 
temper and conduct. Here we learn to ſuf- 
ſer cheerfully in the cauſe of truth; to deny 
ourſelves. the deareſt; enjoyments of life, and 
even life itſelf, when the glory of Go, and 
the immortal intereſt of mankind require it 
to bear reproach and ſcorn, and the moſt 
cruel oppreſſions, for the ſake of a good con- 
ſcience, with a dignity of mind that ſcorns 
the meanneſs of revenge - yea, even to com- 
paſſionate the condition of our | moſt violent 
and bloody perſecutors, and to pray earneſtly 
to the Father of mercies to grant them re- 
penance. and forgiveneſs. er a en ren HL 
This is the meekneſs and patience, the pla- 
cability and benevolence, the goſpel of Chriſt 
: hom: us. og r the "_ es of 
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revenge, and to difpoſe us to forgive the 
groſſeſt injuries, with the nobleſt generofity, 
is one of the many, and not the leaſt, diſtin- 
guiſhing glories of the doctrine of the croſs ; 
and what the Lord Jeſus himſelf has abun- 
daritly ilfuftrated: by the whole tenor of his 
conduct through: life, and in the awful arti- 
cle of death, by pouring out this pathetic /up-. 
plication' in favour of men that were imbruing 
their hands in his- bloody" _ Laughing at 
his expiring agonies } 1 

And if we are a thus to treat even our 
moſt inveterate enemies, how mach more our 
Chtiſtian friends! How ready ſhould we be to 
excuſe their weakneſſes, to forgive the inju- 
ries they may ignorantly or raſhly do us, and 
to intereede with our common Faiber that he 

would forgive them tool! 

My ſoul, look ara. See how pa- 
| tene and benevolently He endured the contra- 
di@tion of formers, Learn of him to be meel and 
Hauly of heart Obſerve, with teachable reve- 
rence; how ſuperior He was to all thoſe. weak 
and angry reſentments, to which thou art ſo 
prone upon the moſt trifling- occaſions; and 
Which, while they gratify the corruption of thy 
nature, greatly injure thy immortal intereſt, 
* ſrockingly dif grace the Chriſtian name! 
MEDI TA- 
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MEDITATION XxLVI. 


7 he Lord is good unto * that wait for him, 
t l foul that ſeeketh him, 


Lament. ii. 26. 


"HOUGH che contents of the book, 
1 from whence this text is taken, are 
principally of the mournful kind, and expreſs 
the extreme ſorrows of a great and good man, 
upon a public and very intereſting occafion ; 
yet in the midſt of the moſt pathetic deſerip- 
tions of his grief, we ſind many references to 
thoſe divine conſolations, which the truly 
pious have always found in their Gop. The 
Lamentation therefore is not of that deſpair- 
ing fort, which they, who have no true faith 
in the divine word, ſo frequently pour out 
over the loſſes they ſuſtain of their deſirable 
things. Here are no violent exclamations 
l blind fortune; no impious reflections 
upon the Divine Providence, none of that 
wild ungovernable deſperation that refuſes all 
comfort. No, our prophet mourns with all 


18 SHORT MEDITATIONS 


the TE of a man of God : that is, with 
the moſt reverent thoughts of the majeſty. and 
power of the DEI TY, and the righteouſneſs 
of his judgments ;—with humble confeſſion of 
his fin, and humble hope of the divine mercy. 
Of all the ſubjects of diſtreſs to which hu- 
man nature is liable, there is none (a wound- 
ed conſcience excepted). that ſinks ſo deeply 
into the heart of a truly good man as public 
calamities; the decay of piety and virtue; 
the prevalence of vice; and the confuſion 
and miſery that naturally follow, to ſociety im 
general, and the church of Gop in particular. 
They, indeed, whoſe ſouls are ſo narrow 
as to take in no concerns, but thoſe that im- 
mediately relate to themſelves and their fa- 
milies, feel little of chis affection, any. further 
than they themſelves are particularly con- 
cerned in it. But this was not the caſe of the 
good Feremiah ; his- heart bled for his miſe- 
rable country; and all his own particular 
concerns, of the afflictive kind, were entire- 
ly loſt in the general diſtreſs he here laments. 
His ſorrow was the ſorrow of thouſands, and 
comprehended the intereſt of religion, and the 
whole body of the fate, then lying in ruins. 
And what gave a peculiar energy to his grief, 
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was the great and crying 925 of his country- 
men, which brought down theſe nN 
judgments upon them. ü 
But how great and tedious ſoever our af- 
flictions are, a lively faith in the oracles of 
Gop will afford us effectual relief. We ſhall 
there ſee, that he is the Lord 'of univerſal 
nature, and preſides particularly over the af- 
fairs of men, from the mightieſt nations to 
the meaneſt individual ;—that he is good in 
every ſenſe of the word, righteous, faithful, 
benevolent, merciful, the BEST or Berncs; 
—that his infinite power always operates' un- 
der the direction and influence of his infinite 
love; and that he has ſolemnly engaged, that 
all things ſhall work together for good 10 87875 
Fr love him. Thus de! is — 


Good, eien he gives, ſupremely good, 
Nor jeſs when he denies; 
EE Fen craſſes from his ſovereign hand, 
„Are bleſſingt in diſguiſe. 


HRV. 


Though he may afflict us with the ſoreſt ca- 
lamities, yet if we avait for him and ſeek him; 
rr his gracious word, repent of our ſins, 
wo R 2. IE _— 
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ſtudy to do his will, and ſeek his metcy in 
CHRIST, as our only Mediator, we ſhall find 
him good; good 10 us. He will this way pro- 
mote our ſpiritual intereſt ;z=<-make us more 
' wiſe, watchful, heavenly-minded ; diſengage 
our affections from their intemperate attach- 
ment to this world; draw them out with pleaſ- 
ing ardour after a better; and reward our faith 
and patience with the more abundant —_ 
and felicity there; 

| This pleaſing idea of Gov is rotghy ex- 


preſſed in every patt of the Bible. The 
hiſtory, precepts, promiſes, prayers, and 
| praiſes, all deelare the amiableneſs of the 
Dir, and that Ht is, he muſt be, GOOD 10 


all that await for him, an ſeek bim. 

Let me then, however afllicted and borne 
down by the ſorrows of this mortal life, never 
loſe fight. of this ſupporting, this delightful 
truth, Gop 1s coop; but always truſt and 

rejoice in him, with the aſſured hope of find. 
ing him my ſweeteſt conſolation in time, and 
my inſinitely ſatisfying portum in ETzxNITY ! 


 *MEDITA- 


5 
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4 


MEDITATION XLII. 


| There be many his ſay, Who will ſbeau us 
any good ? Lord, lift than up the light of thy 
countenance upon us PR iv. 6. 


Tun deſire of happineſs is fo avid) to 
mankind, that there is not an indivi- 
dual but feels it. It is the ſpring of all the 
induſtry and labour of our hearts, and heads, 
/ and hands. But the many too generally miſ- 
take both the'thing itſelf, and the means of 
attaining to it. Who will hau us any good ? 
| is the cry of all; but too few fix upon the 
| light of ibe divine countenance as any part of 
their wiſh ; or apply to Gop by prayer, and 
the uſe of the other means of grace, for the 
ſatisfaction of it. But yet, there are a 
few who think and act upon better princi- 
ples. The Pſalmiſt ſpoke the language of 
ſome beſides himſelf then; and there are 
ſome who can heartily join with him now in 
the Ae requeſt, — 


R 3 + "The 
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The coop of the many is that of corrupted 
nature, of the few that of renewing gracc, 


The one is the ſcope and aim of the ſchemes 


—_— 


— 


and endeavours of the men of this world; 
the other of thoſe who ſeek a better country. 
— The one is the genuine dictate of ſenſe, or 


mere reaſon ; the other of divine faith, and 
of reaſon refined and exalted by it. The 


. ſpring and ſource of the low defire and re- 


liſh in the firſt caſe, is — wilful ignorance and 


unbelief; too great a reliſh for this world; 


or; at beſt, a conſcience deluded by the falſe 
ptomiſes of repentance and better conduct in 
ature. ——The exalted wiſh expreſſed by the 


Nalmiſt, ariſes from a ſenſe of the inſuffi- 


eieney of all created good; an anderſtanding 
Eulightened by the word and ſpirit of God; 


' vital faith in his promiſes 3 a true reliſh for 
the duties and joys of religion, ee 


nion with God ; and a mind actually under 


mme governing . 64 the. gold of 
_ Chriſt, — 


—To all ſo diſpoſed, the light of the di- 
vine eountenance is above all things deſirable, 
as including in it ſome of the greateſt and 
mot zmportant bleflings our nature is capable 
of enjoying: e holineſs, = 
: right 
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right to eternal life; the preſence of God in 
the inſtitution of religion; the ſweet foretaſte 
and aſſurance of the higheſt felicity and 
_  gloty; in a complete likeneſs to the bleſſed 

Gop; and the everlaſting enjoyment of his 
fayonr; all which muſt be infinitely preferable 
to any worldly, or merely temporal enjoy- 
ment whatſoever. For it enters deeper into 


the conſtitutional principles of our nature; 
does not; as all other pleaſures do, float upon 


the ſurface of the mind, but penetrates the 


very heart and conſcience. —— The good the 


many ſeck is tranſitory and uncertain; this, 
of the igt of God's canmenante, ſufe and 
eternal. The former ſeldom or ever rifes up 


below it, the latter always exceeds it. The 


pleaſures of the many are hurtful, and often 


ruinous; thoſe of the pious always ſalutary, 


and conducive to their real happineſs. —The 
former is a narrow ſcanty pittance, a mere 
| fip of the cup of joy; the latter is indeed the 


ſatisfying fulneſs of it, and comprehends all 
that our natures can either crave or poſſeſs. 


While, therefore, others ſeek after this mean 
imperfect good, Lord, will the true Chriſtian 


es „1 gh up the light of thy countenanee upon me 
Make 
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— Make me to know thy ſalvation; give me 
a clearer view of the excellency and ſuffi. 
ciency of thy Son's atoning blood, for my re- 
conciliation to thee. In his croſs the light of 
thy countenance ſhines forth in all its moſt 
delightful luſtre. Thence ſpring my beſt 
hopes, my real holineſs, my ſtrongeſt conſola- 
tions, and ſublimeſt joys! In his perſon, I 
fee TREE, as the moſt gracious and merciful; 
plenteous in redemption ; and every way moſt 
-amiable, - moſt adorable. Here would I al- 
ways-dwell in my devout meditations! herc 
fix my thoughts, and centre all my. deſire, 

Oh, let this glory break into my  benighted 
heart, and transform me into the ſame image J. 

—1 * be ſatisfied, wal 1 awake in thy 


MEDITA- 
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MEDITATION XLVIIL. 


Fer the kingdom of God is not meal and drink, 
: but righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy © 
Ghoſt, | n Rom. xiv. 17. 


Tr fall of man has ſo miſerably de- 
preſſed and ſenſualized his heart, that 
he not only doats upon this world; and pur- 
ſhes its enjoyments as his chief good; but 
when n2ziGtoN _ Appears with a friendly 
hand to point out a better, he does not uhder- 
ſtand her; and imagines ſhe means, at moſt, 
but ſome flight alteration in his eonduR; and 
this in reſpeR of his external behaviour; and 
appearances to the avorld, rather than the 
inward principles, and governing diſpoſition 
of his heart, 
Our Lord Feſtus Chrift found this the Per- 
vailing ſentiment and conduct amongſt even 
the teachers of religion in his time, and high- 
ly eenſures it. And amongſt us, who are 
better enlightened, numbers look too much 
to the exitrnals of religion; and, under the 
Ks moſt 


8 
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moſt ſolemn pretences to it, ſeek the gratifi. 
cation of their ſenſes, or at beſt their deluded 
imaginations, rather than the true ſpiritual 
life and comfort of their fouls by the grace 
of the goſpel. 

About theſe externals of religion, many of 


the warmeſt controverſies, even in the ear- 
lieſt days of Chriſtianity, were concerned. Too 


many then thought, that the kingdom of Chrift 


had more to do with this world than it 
really had, and that It included much more 
of the polity and delights of it, than he ever 
intended it ſhould, They imagined, that 
_ there was nothing in his religion to forbid 
their moſt intemperate deſires after the enjoy- 
- ment of. the riches and honours and pleaſures 
of the world; and that their moſt guilty ex- 
- ceſſes in gratifying theſe defires at one time, 
might be eaſily and effectually atoned for by 
* ſuperſtitious fopperies and humiliations, of 


their own invention, at another. 


But what ſays the apoſtle? Juſt the reverſe : 
- The kingdom of Gov is not meat and drink, —It 
- is ſet up in dire& oppoſition to all gluttony, 
drunkenneſs, and worldly luſt; and yet it 
does not lie in the ſuperſtitious ſelf-denial, 
-fanciful-mortification, and merely bodily wor- 


ſhip 
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* ſhip of the miſtaken devotee ;—No, it is ſome- 
thing infinitely more pure and ſpiritual ; more 
great and ſublime ; more worthy of the wiſ-' 
dom and . goodneſs of God; more ſalutary 
and beneficial to us. It is righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; or in other words, 
it is vital holineſs — ſocial goodneſs and ſpiri- 
tual pleaſure. — The main deſign of all its pre- 
cepts and promiſes is, to purify our polluted: 
natures, reſtore them to the moral likeneſs of 
the DEI TN, and the everlaſting enjoyment of 
his favour; — to \extinguiſh all the baſe, 
- treacherous, and ctuel paſſions; inſpire us 
with the love of truth and juſtice, and the moſt 
diſintereſted benevolence; —— and diſpoſe 
us to reliſn with peculiar ſatisfaction the love 
.of Chriſt, and the pleaſures of the ſpiritual 
and eternal world. In the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
pPrinciples, in the practice of ſuch virtues, and 
the experience of ſuch delights, conſiſteth the 
religion IRS us, or kingdom of Gop. 

Let me then be very ſeriouſly attentive to 
| the governing diſpoſition and aſfections of my 
heart, that I may not, as too many do, take 
up with any thing under the notion of reli- 
gion, but that which I learn in the goſpel of 
Chriſt, od in its genuine ſimplicity. 


Dreadful 


1 


| 

| 

| 
AY 
_ 
4 
_—_— 
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Dreadful beyond all my preſent powers. of 
conception, muſt be the conſequences of be- 
ing deceived in this matter: for however I 
may flatterand impaſe upon myſelf, the all. 
ſeeing. Gop cannot be mocked. —He is not to 
be impoſed on by the moſt ſpecious pretences. 
He utterly abhors, not anly all fex/wality, but 

all hypocriſy. Nor can he be pleaſed with the 


empty parade of ſuperſtition, or the irra- 


tional devotions of enthuſiaſm, though ever 


ſo fincere; nor even forgive them, if there 


be not ſomething better in the heart, a prin- 
ciple of vital faith in Chriſt, a reliſh for true 


 righteouſucſs, peace, and joy in the Holy G hof. 


Be it then thy ſerious ſtudy, O my foul, to 
know the will of thy Gop, and do it. Le: 
the ward of Chriſt dwell in thee richly in all avif- 
dom. That both the [theory and practice of 
thy religion may be founded in the true grace 
of Gap; render thee happy in thyſeif, and a 


bleſſing to others; and be attended at laſt with 


an abundant entrance into the Lingdom of 


So above; where thy righteon/ſyeſs and peace 


will be perfect, and thy joy indeed unsPsAx- 
ABLE AND PULL OF ron! 


ME PDITA. 
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"MEDITATION XLIX. 
On the laſt Day in ths Vers, 


75 


| But the end of all things. is at hands beige 
en, ſober — Oo 4 Minds iv. 0 - 


4 year is now a towards its 


cloſe—let me pauſe a little and confi. 

der :—Il am a rational and immortal creature, 
borne along on the rapid current of #me 
towards the amazing world of ET EAN Tr. 


The end even of ALL things, the apoſtle tells 
me, it at hand — the period then of my life - 
| here cannot be far off. This may perhaps be 


the laſt year of it. But oh how furpriſingly 
different the manner of my exiſtence when this 
preſent mode of it is ended! As à finner 
againſt à good and gracious Gov, my on 
heart tolls me, that I have nothing to expect 

in that ſtate but the moſt painful deſtruction! 
Tremendous thought! — But is there no hope 
for ſinners ? Adored be the divine grace, 
rah is. Jrsvs the Son of Gop appears in 

8 the 
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the character of a Saviour, able w fave 
ante the uttermaſt ALL that come unto Gov by 
him. Theſe are glad-tidings indeed, words 
aborthy of all accepiation? If I have any juſt 
ſenſe of my condition as a ſinner, any reliſh 
for the pleaſures of the divine friendſhip, 


they will be fo to me. Let me then, while 


the moments are paſſing ſwiftly on, lay hold 
on this hope, and improve it to the beſt pur- 
poſes. But to this end I muſt BE sOBER 
— muſt think ſeriouſly of my guilt, and re- 
pent of it with that contrition of heart the 
© gracious Gop will not deſpiſe : think, what 
it coſt the Lord Jeſus to redeem me to this 
bleſſed hope; think, how many and great 
the dangers that attend me from my own ig- 
norance, weakneſs, 'depravity, and the power 
of my ſpiritual enemies ! And think too, how 
ſhameful my fin, and how fearful my puniſh- 
ment, if, with this hope before me, I ſhould 
negle fo great ſalvation as the goſpel of Chriſt 
- propoſes to me! In order to be. ſober, I muſt 
think alſo on the great end of my being, and 
keep it ſeriouſly in view; muſt be moderate 
not only in the indulgence of my bodily appe- 
tites, but in reſpect of all the affections of 
my mind; even my zeal for Gop, and the 
„ . | | faith 
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faith of the 2oſpel, muſt be according to knows- 
ledge ; and be always tempered with BEN. 
vOLENCE and CAnDoUR, and that Cna- 
RITY that Hopeth all things; free from all 
bigotry and perſecution. In a word, if I 
would be indeed /ober, in the apoſtle's ſenſe, 
I muſt fit looſe to this world, fear Gop, and 
maintain daily communion with him; /t my 
affettions on things that are above, and remem- 
ber the great and awful account I have to give 
to him who ſhall judge the quick and the dead ! 
I hope, through the divine grace, I have 
been enabled to live thus /oberly: in the main. 
But is there no room for improvement? 
Are all the lower powers of my nature ſo 
 extirely under the control of grace as they 
ſhould. be ?—Amidſt the more gay and cheer- 
ful ſcenes of life, do 1 ſtill preſerve my reliſh 
for the pleaſures of religion in its ruling 
power? Amidſt the afflictions of life, are my 
ſorrows moderated by juſt ideas of the future 
world, and my hope in its bleſſedneſs ? 

O Erexxity! How amazing, how awful, 
how delightful, thy greatneſs! May I think | 
of thee, and the infinitely 1 important concerns 
J have in thee, with the higheſt reverence, and 
et with pleaſing hope ! I xs us lives; to him 

FER 8 2 5 have 


! 
| 
| 
i 

| 


195 SHORT MEDITATIONS. 


J have committed all my immortal intereſts ; 
he is able to ſave me from the | ruin that 
threatens me in the inviſible regions! in Him, 
therefore, I rejoice, while at ty darkneſs I trem- 
ble !— May then all my zexv years and days of 
continuance: here on earth be ſpent-in true 
evangelical ſobriety, a cheerful ſeriouſneſs, every 
way becoming my preſent frailty, and. the good 
hope I haue, thraugh grace, of an happy immor. 
tality ! And when the ſolemn cloſe of my time, 
my life, and every mortal intereſt, comes, may, 


| be feand in Chrift ; enjoy the comforts of his 


redeeming love; find an | abundant entrance 
into his heavenly kingdom, and in the ian, 


_ of nis gam, poſſeſs indeed BxATITUDE 


PAST - UTTERANCE. Amen 


bn, 


Exp of the MzepiTaTIONs. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
On the prevailing Cuſtom 
Or VISITING on SUNDAYS. 


THE Sentiments here offered againſt the prevailing 

Cuſtom of profaning the Sabbath, will probably 
be a Satisfation to every ſerious Reader, and 
be productive of much Good, eſpecially as it is 
in every one's Poauer to reform Himſelf, and 

© as then his own Conduct will be g tacit Re- — _ 
prof to his Acquaintance, who ' probably b. 

through his Example be induced to Spxigh theſe 
Proceedings attentively, and uo longer fullow a 
Multitude to do Evil. If is certainly. a 


Matter of Importance to inquire whether Sun- 
day Viſits are juſtifiable on the Principles. of 
_ * Scripture: and of Reaſon ? as the conſcientious 
.. Qbſeroetion of - the Sabbath has of late Years 
Been /0 mach diſregarded ; and as it is now Ge- Wy 
dome the principal Day of Viſiting among Per- 
i . 8 3 1 5 fans 
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Sotis of all Ranks. The chief Advocates for the 
 Continuance'of ſuch a Practice bould methinks 
defend it publickly, that their Arguments may 
be properly examined, if (in their Opinion) 
fuch a Cuſtom can admit of any rational De- 
Fence « And thoſe who are ſufficiently convinced 
__ = y what is here advanced, ſhould reſolve to 
* diſcontinue Sunday Viſits themſelves, and di/. 
nl countenizice them in others as far as they can 
confiftently with Decenty and Prudence. —T hat 

the Number of ſuch as are thus awell-diſpoſed 
| may be daily increaſing,” is undoubtedly the 
hearty Mig of every one who is fencerely de- 

Frans of promoting the Clary 1 and the 

od of nn ü 


e Whether it be * for TRULY- 
- S$ERIOUs8 Perſots 10 wifit ou Sundays 


HE Perſons here mentioned, are the 
= traly-ferious. As to many People, it 
matters not whether they ate at Home or 
Abroad: GOD is not in all their Thoughts; 
they have no Concern for their eternal Wel- 
fare; they therefore gre, in every Place, alto- 
gether and alike unprofitable; 
Sen ME hs Loch apa Things 
8 that 
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that are excellent; when we ſincerely deſire 
to © obtain Salvation, with eternal Glory, by 
Jesus Cnr1sT}” then, whether it be proper 
to fall in with the prevailing Cuſtom of viſiting 
on Sundays, is the Queſtion. | 
Were our Companions religious, and was 
our Converſation edifying, I ſhould make no 
Scruple to give my Voice in the Affirmative, 
Every Parlour would then be a little Sanctu- 
ary ; would echo back the Exhortations, and 
ſecond the Deſigns of the Pulpit. © And we 
might truly ſay; It is good for us 10 be here. 
But, alas! where do we find ſuch Company? 
When do we hear ſuch Converſation ? The ge- 
netal Converfation-is all Impertinenee. Not 
ſo much as ſeaſoned with a Spice of Religion. 
T hey talk of Vanity every one with their Neigh. 
bour, Pſalm xii. 2. For which Reaſon; I 
cannot think it ſafe orexpedient, allowable or 
innocent, HABITUALLY to viſit on Sundays.” 
It is inconſiſtent with the beſt Example. 1 
was in the Spirit on the Lond's Day; ſays St, 
John, I was filled with the Communications 
of the Hol r Srixir, giving me clear Views 
of Curr, bright Hopes of Glory, and ſned- 
ding abroad the Love of Gop in my Heart, 
| A this compatible: wich the idle, | trifling, 
IM. e 
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inſignificant Chat, which . our ordi- 
oy Vilits ? 

Oz3ecT1on I. Will it be ſaid, the Auel: 
avas a peculiar Caſe ? 

I anſwer, It was a- peculiarly-happy Caſe. 
And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh the 
Proſpect of ſuch unſpeakable Happineſs, for 
the moſt empty and deluſive Amuſements 2 
But, I believe, it was not peculiar to the Apoſ- 
tile; rather the common Privilege of all Be- 
lievers; written as a Pattern for their Practice, 
and to be the Plan of their Expectations. 
It is contrary to the Divine Prohibition. 
The negative Law relating to the Sabbath, is, 
Wo doing iy own Ways, Nos finding thy own 

Pleaſure, Not ſpeaking thy own Words, Iſaiah 
viii. 13. Not doing thy, own ways ; abſtaining 
from ſecular Buſineſs, and all worldly Pur- 
ſuits. Not finding thy own Pleaſure; renoun- 

eing all thoſe Recreations and Amuſements, 

which may tend to gratify thy Tafte, not to 
_ glorify thy Almighty 'Logp.. Nor ſpeaking 
#hy an, Words ; converſing on ſpiritual, ſu- 
blime, and heavenly ſubjects, not on low, earth- 
Y. temporal Matters, which, having no Re- 
ference to the Creator's Honour, are there- 
fore called /hy own, However ſome People 
nana | | may ; 
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8 or whatever they . think, this is 
the expreſs and unalterable Law, eſtabliſhed 
by the GOD of Heaven, Whether it be poſ- 
fible to mingle in modiſh Company, and obey 
this Law, let thoſe judge: ho are rb 
with the, World. i 

It breaks the Divine Gen The poſi: 
tive Law relating, to the Sabbath i 15 Remember 
the Sabbath-Day, io keep it baly. REMEMBER, 
take particular Notice, of HIS Injunction *. 
It is a Duty greatly to be regarded, and moſt 
conſcientiouſly to be obſerved. Upon the due 


Obſervance of this, our Diſpoſition. and Abi- 


lity to obſerve the other Precepts; in good 
Meaſure depends. Keep it baly ; devote it to 
boly Purpoſes ; ſpend it ia holy rere 


_—_——__ 


The merciful and benevolent Creator intended 
the Sabbath as a Day of Ref for the Cattle as well as. 
for Men: And it is ' a Degree of Cruelty, as well as, a 
Breach of the Divine Commandment, to uſe our Cutie 
on Sundays, except in Caſes of ahſolute Necaſity.— 
And that we may not deceive | ourſelves by calling thoſe 
Caſes. of Neceſſt „ which: are not fo, let every one, 
when he is going to uſe his Cattle on a Sunday, aſk. 
kimfelf, as in the Preſence of God, whether He really 
thinks it a Caſe of fuch- Needfity, as will WE Uo. 
AG He tm W 71 
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and not barely an Hour or two; not barely 
the Intervals of publie and private Devotion; 
but the Day; the Sabbath-Day; the whole 
Day. Neither will the whole Day be too long, 
if we make Conſcience of diſcharging the ſe- 
veral Duties of Religion, Reading and Medi- 


tation; Prayer and Praiſe; Teaching our Chil- 


dren, and inſtructing our Domeſtics; examin- 
ing our Hearts, and taking Heed to our Ways. 
All cheſe Offices, if properly performed, will 
leave very little, rather no Time, for unne- 
ceſſary Employments. And ſhall we huddle over 
all theſe important Offices, or totally neglect 
ſome of them, only to indulge ourſelves in 
de moſt unprofitable Levities ? At once doing 
an Injury to our ſpiritual Intereſts, and vio- 
| lating the Divine Precept; | 
I fear it will be a Kind of 8 afreſp 
our ble ed Maſter, Heb. vi. 6. This Expreſ- 
fion we have often read, but think ourſelves 
free from the Guilt implied in it, and indeed 
from the very Likelihood of contracting it. 
But let us be reminded, that we crucify our 
Lon p afreſh, when we give others Occafion to 
| conclude, that we have very little Eſteem for 
bim, or Gratitude to him. Conſequently, that 


N wp has little or no Excellency, for which. we or 


others 


others ſhould defire him. Now. what elſe can 
the World conclude, when they ſee us giving 
into the Vanities of a licentious Mode, on that 
very Day which is ſacred to the Commemo- 
ration of his Reſurrection? . Surely, might 
the Children of this World ſay, if theſe Chriſ- 
tians had any real Reverence for their Logo, 
. they would ſhew it on Bin own Day. They 

would either be retired to contemplate and 
adore him; or elſe come abroad to exalt and | 
glorify him. But they come abroad: to be as. 
frothy in their Talk, and as trifling in their 
Temper, as forgetful of their SAviouR, and 
_ as regardleſs of his Hanour, as the moſt errant 
Wordling among us all.” To afford a Handle 
for ſuch Reflexions, is to wound the RxDEEM ER 
in the Houſe of his Friends. 

It will grieve the HoLy Srixir, Ephef. i iv. 
30. Chriſtians believe, that he is infinitely 
wiſe, all- -gracious and ever-blefſed ; that he 
dwells in their Hearts, and is the Source of all 
- their Holineſs and all their Happineſs. There- 

fore we pray daily in our Liturgy, that the 
Hol r Srir may not be taken from us, On 
Sunday we commemorate the Deſcent of this 
Divine Gueſt ; and are, in a particular Man- 
ner, to implore his Preſence, and cultivate 


— 
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/ | | 
his? Influences, » But can "this be done, by 
negleQing his expreſs Prohibition, and breaking 
His poſitive” Command? By difregarding the 
Examples which He. has ſet before us; and 
diſhonouring that Sivriovn, whom he delights 
to magnify ? Beſides, dare' any Mortal pre- 
fame" to ſay in his Heart amidſt a Circle of 
our polite Viſitants, **'Fam now acting in a 
Manner becoming my Relation to the Eternal 
Sein! r.“ Theſe Sentiments and this Diſcourſe 
are ſuitable to his Dignity, Wiſdom, and Glory. 
A proper Method of celebrating and honour- 
ing the Day e of his miraculous Miſſion. 

Should any one aſk, *© What is meant by 
grieving the HoLy Se1kIT ?” It means offend- 
ing his exalted Majeſty,” and cauſing him to 

act as Men commonly at, when they are 
grieved and diſpleaſed with any one; they 
withdraw from his Company, and viſit him 
no more: When Samuel was grieved for Saul's 
Miſbehaviour, it is written, He came no 
more to ſee: Saul. e the Almighty Com- 

- FORTER' be provoked to deal thus with our 

| Souls," alas! what a Loſs muſt we Tuftain ! ! A 

Loſs, unſpeakable, irreparable, eternal! 
Soc that if this Practice were 'not n it 
muſt be 8 detrimental, And that, not 
8 15 


* 


in one only, but in various Reſpects. Have 
we received ſpiritual Good from the public 
Ordinances? The Admonition of Heaven is, 
We: ought to give the more earneſt Heel to the 
Things which wwe have heard, left at any Time ave 
Seuld let them flip, Heb. ii. 1. By this Prac- 
tiee, we not only ſuffer them to ſlip, but open 
as it were a Leak for their immediate Dif- 
charge, Have we been under edifying Im- 
_ preffions from our private Exerciſes? The un- 
_ erring Direction is, Quench not the Spirit, 


Stille not the ſerious Deſires which he has 


awakened. Allow them their full Scope, till 
they are formed into gracious Habits, By 
the Practice under Conſideration, we pout 
Water inſtead of Oil upon the feeble Flame. 
We extinguiſn what we ſhould cheriſh. "Ts 
the heavenly Seed ſown in our Breafts ? Theſe 
Ullipating Interviews are the ravenous Birds, 
which follow the Seedſman, and devour the 
Grain: fo that nothing takes Root. No 
P ruit of Faith, of Joy, or Love is produced. 
Let me only add, That on a Dying Bed, 
we Miſfimprovement of all our Time will be 
molt bitterly regretted. How much more the 
| „ -of thoſe Hours, which Gop 
IF has hallowed ; has ſet apart for the 


e | T 5 nobleſt 


2 APPENDIX. 


nobleſt Purpoſes ;- and is wont to bleſs in an 
eſpecial Manner? While others were ſeeking 
the Pearl of great Price, and gathering thoſe 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Grace, which en- 
dure to everlaſting Life; I, alas! was ſquan- 
dering away the precious Opportunities in 
very Vanity.” To ſee: the Curtain of Time 
dropping ; to ſee a vaſt Eternity opening be- 
fore us; and to have ſuch Reflections haunt- 
ing our Conſcience ; this will cauſe Miſery 
not to be expreſſed; create DP not to 
be conceived. 
Ossi II. Will it be faid, in anfever 
. to theſe Conſiderations, ** That Company, even 
triflins Company, is 4 Relaxation. We return 
10 the Inftruftion' of our Families, and to our 
Evening Devotion, with freſh Alacrity, being 
. fi of thoſe T riflers 8” © 
A ſtrange Argument! It ſhould rather be 
reverſed. The ObjeRors might truly ſay, 
Being ſick of Religion and its Services, we 
want ſuch Triflers- to afford us: ſome Relief. 
The ſincere Servant of Enxistr would find 
no Recreation, but feel Grief at Heart, at 
ſuch Interviews. It muſt be a real Affliction 
to obſerve his Divine Loxp abſolutely difre- 
1 1 mas on the Day. peculiarly 
| | devoted 


AP FRED i 


devoted to his Honour. Every Vanity now 
preferred before him, as Barabþas the Robber 
was formerly. The true Refreſhment for our 
Souls conſiſts in having our Faith increaſed, 
our Hope elevated, and our Views of Heaven 
enlarged. In contemplating the infinite Per- 
fection and Glory of our Redeemer; the in- 
finite Grandeur and Fulneſs of his Propitia- 
tion; and our complete, I might have ſaid, 
our infinite Security from Wrath and Ven- 
eee by being intereſted in his Merits. 

" OBJtcrion III. Sunday is the beft Part 
| .of our Time for this Purpoſe. ' Buſineſs is fuſ- 
pended, Every Boch is oy net” 25 Ci. 
| enmflances irnrvite,”? | 
1s it the beſt Part of our Time? Then let it 
a be devoted to the beſt of Beings. Who is 

more worthy of our choiceſt Thoughts, Af- 
ſections, Hours, than that divinely compaſ- 
ſionate Saviour, who offered himſelf, in the 
very Prime of his Life, a bleeding Victim for 
our Sins, that his Sacrifice might have every 
recommending Circumſtance, which would 
render it cee to GOD, and uind 
for Man? 
Of rIoN IV. A 0 univerſal: Cufton 
| To diſcontinue it, would render us unfaſhionable. 
| | 1 And 
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And cannot you bear to be a little UN 
faſhionable for his Sake, who was deſpiſed 
and rejected. who humbled himſelf to Death, 
even the Neath of the Croſs, for your Sake ? 
Is it the univerſal Cuſtom ? Then Cuſtom is 
the, Idol, which we are called to renounce. . 
J muſt ſay of Cuſtom, i in this Cafe, as E/ijal 
ſaid of Baal: If Cuſtom: be God, follow its 
DiRates ; but if JI nOVYARH be GOD, obſerve 
his Precepts. It is written in the Scriptures, 
Rom, xii, 2. De wat conformed to this World. 
To what does this Prohibition relate? To fych 
ungodly Cuſtoms, no Doubt. No Battery of 
| Cannon was ever pointed more directiy againſt 

2 Citadel to be demoliſhed, than this Text 
againſt ſuch Cuſtoms. -In- indifferent Matters, 
let the Chriſtian avaid; Singulaxity. Let him 
dreſs ſomewhat like his Neighbours. Let him 
make an Appearance ſuitable to bis Station. 
But let him za fall A Muliitudr to profane 
the Sabbath, or to ds any Evil. Hers reli» 
gious Perſons ſhould, by all Means, be ng. 

lar; ſhould diſtinguiſh themfelves by a becom- 
ing Zeal for their GOD; ſhould ſet an Exam- 
ple, and fhine as Lights, in the midſt of & 
crooked and peryerſe Generation, _— 
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they may do, not themſelves only, but others | 
alſo, incredible Harm. 

OsjZeriox V. Some perhaps may flart 4 
reply, ©* If theſe Things are ſo, io what a De- 
gree of finful Negligence is even the Chriſtian 
Warld arrived 2” | 

With Regard to the World called Chriſtian, 
this is too true. And no Meaſure of Sorrow 
can be ſufficient ta bewail the deplorable: De- 
generacy. Negligence, or rather Obſtinacy, - 

in this capital Inſtance, is a melancholy Indi, 

cation of no leſs Diſobedience in her Reſpecs. 
© Ongzcrion VI. © This will be | inkſarss 
will render our Religion a Burden.” | 

I hope, no one that pretends to Seriouſneſs 
will offer to make this Objection. The Sin- 

ners in Sion made it. For which Reaſon they 
are branded, and by the Divine' Srinir him- 
ſelf, with Infamy that will never be blotted 
out. O! wwhat a Wearineſs is it! When will 
the Sabbath, and its irkſome Solemnities, be 
gone ? Mal. i. 1g. and Amos viii. 5. This 5 

covers a Heart alienated from GOD ; 
has not taſted the good Word of Grace, pa 

_ favours not the Things which be of C HRIST. 

Otherwiſe, ſuch would be the Language: 
" 18 . thus employed, is better than a 

0 


—— — — 
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thouſand, Pjalm Ixxxiv. 10. Is it tedions and 
burthenſome to paſs a frg/e Day in devout 


, Exerciſes? How then ſhall we paſs, how ſhall 


we endure the Ages of Eternity? Since we 
are aſſured that thoſe happy Beings, who 
ſtand around the Throne, clothed with white 
Robes, ſerve their GOD Day and Night, 
for ever and ever, in his Temple. In the 
Regions of Immortality they find a Heaven; 
becauſe, there they have a never-ceaſing and 
eternal Communion with GOD; becauſe there 
they. bare an 1 _ Aru 
Sabbach. 
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Of the, Publiſhers may. be had, 
' SERMON on the DEATH of the 
Rev. D. Touxxts, M. A. of Abingdon, 
Author of the MEDITATIONS, who 
died September the zth 2798, aged 89, by 
The Rev. Jon Evans, of Align. 
r Where may be had, a 
The - following Books, &c. by the late 
| Mr. Tenne. 


3A 70 Efays on re Subjects, 2 vols. 
12mo. price bs, bound. 


2. Letters Religious a nd Moral, addreſſed. 
to a Young Gentleman, 12mo. price'gs. ſewed. 


3. Free Thoughts on the Spirit of Free 


W in N 1 2mo. Roe 28. 6d. ſewed. 


4 Sermononthe DeathofDr. Saunas, 
Bro, __ * | 


8. The Friendly Monit; or a Friendly } 
Addreſs to the 9 58 of Great-Britain, 8 O. 


F 
* O M. 


> 
wo 
\ ITY 
248 
T3208 
The 
27, 
* 
1 0 
1 
1 
ns. 
$1. 
Bir: _— 
* 1 
4 fy 
1:8 
. 
|< 

4 

1 
DES 
Þy | 
e | 
89 
"a l 
16 6 
RS 
. 3 
* 4 
IJ 
. : 
4 * 
_— 
9 
14 
z 7 
—4 C cl 
& : 
1 
$24 
+ 1 * 
” . 
D 
45,0 l 
JE * 
. 
"FR N 
1 
1 
[ 
Fi 
1, 
wy 
17 - : 
*- 135 
Mn 
e 
n 
1 a 
1 
L- . 
+= 
— 
WV 
1 
1 - 
4 [1 
: -4 1 

if 
. 

1 1 0 
[#1 
as 1 
39 

Be 

e 

© 

1 * 

1 
= 

4 WIT - \ 
2 
** 

1 2 

5 £3 
1% 

7 2 

4 þ 

* 

7 4 1 4 
3 
©" 

— i N 
* 4 6 
Bl ** * 
„ 

f 

A 44 
q = 
7” 

4 } "5 

« — 

of _ 
1 E. 

N 
. | 

£ 

— I 
C20 Z 
 . 
= 04 
2 5 1 
Ul . 

1 \ 

1 
e 
41 

; IE” 

6 __ i 

= - Y [ 

13 | | 
2.8 y \ 

« 35 £ [ 

.— | 
F , \ 
1.9 l 

BE | 
1,58 

4 " — | 

= 

1 

-.. 7 * 
"BY BG. 
© 
=o 
\ WEI 
7 * 
1 ij . 

AS * 

1 2 
* 13 
* 2 I” 
4 4 = 
1 
_ - X 
: : 1 

nd 

£3. hd 

4 

"= 4 

3 

4 | 

n =4 

A 

” 4 ' 

= , \ 

. HY 

Os 

. I | 

j Ty As | 
—_ 
= 

in Pf 

43% 4.7 

"Md 7 

07 \ 

4% 

1 5 

"8 Z 

: We - 12 nl 

Ene 

p 1 

y . To 

=_ - 

: 4 
RR 
1 
1 A 
38 * 

"= 

2 . 1 

= 

1 5 

| -,o 

[5 

MF « Wo A 

4 

\ . 

o '4 * ik 
: a 

. = * 

1 

9 

4 4 


1. . 

- = 

. y 

AY 3 

3 4 a 
* 1 *4 

4 [4 7 4 
9 7 

2 


"IE 
_ 


Gs 


1.) 


FFC 
. r _ 
= ; 8 . 
1 oe 1 
os LES. TON. = 3 


[| 2 2 ] | 
6. COMMON SENSE, oran An- 
ſwer to the Queſtion, Whether CHRIS- 
TIANTITY be a Religion worthy of 'our 
choice in this AGE or REASON. 
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The two laſt Articles were publiſhed anony- 
mouſly within the laſt ee Years, 
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